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FOREWORD 

Socrates, the philosopher, reputed to have been the 
wisest man of Greece, upon being asked by his friend 
Crito, after he had been sentenced to drink the cup of 
hemlock, in what way he would have his friends bury 
him, replied: "In any way that you like; only you 
must get hold of me, and take care that I do not walk 
away from you." Then he turned to his friends, and 
added with a smile: "I cannot make Crito believe 
that I am the same Socrates who has been talking 
and conducting the argument; he fancies that I am 
the other Socrates whom he will soon see a dead body 
— and asl^. How shall he bury me? And though I 
have spoken many words in the endeavor to show that 
when I have drunk the poison I shall leave you and 
go to the joys of the blest — these words of mine, with 
which I comforted you and myself, have had, as I 
perceive, no effect upon Crito. And therefore I want 
you to be surety for me now, as he was surety for me 
at the trial; but let the promise be of another sort; 
for he was my surety to the judges that I would re- 
main, but you must be my surety to him that I shall 
not remain, but go away and depart ; and then he will 
suffer less at my death, and not be grieved when he 
sees my body being burned or buried. I would not 
have him sorrow at my hard lot, or say at the burial : 
'Thus we lay out Socrates,' or 'Thus we follow him to 
the grave or bury him'; for false words are not only 
evil in themselves, but they infect the soul with evil. 
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Be of good cheer then, my dear Crito, and say that you 
are burying my body only, and do with that as is 
usual, and as you think best" 

So strongly intrenched in the mind of carnal-sensed 
man is the baseless belief in the materiality of Life, 
— the erroneous belief that Life is in and of the flesh 
alone — ^that not only animate flesh, but even defunct 
flesh, is unthinkingly spoken of in terms of living per- 
sonality. Life is by mortal man personified to so pro- 
nounced a degree, as to be chimerically ideated as a 
carnalized thing that lingers as an individuality in the 
body from death even unto the grave. 

Jesus of Nazareth, more ardently than any other 
Life teacher, strove to expunge from mortal conscious- 
ness this most vital of errors — this king of illusions. 
His powerful doctrine, however, because of the veil 
necessarily thrown over it, has been man-sensed with 
a meaning entirely opposite that which was intended 
by him. This has been because his professed fol- 
lowers and their blind leaders have been in a state 
of mental unreadiness to apprehend and apply the doc- 
trine in its true light. Figuratively speaking, they 
have been asleep within the dark confines of the tomb 
of materiality. In the words of the Master, they are 
"the dead and in the graves," whom he came to 
awaken, and who are yet to arise out of the sepulchre 
of materiality^ and into the sunlight of spirituality,, 
when they shall have become spiritually alive. 

The object of this work is to present Christianity 
in its true light, according to its real intended 
meaning, through a scientific interpretation of the 
same. This comprehend? 'g of the most 
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misunderstood, yet simplest of doctrines, that has 
ever been presented to the world. 

As obscurity of utterance encloses rather than dis* 
closes Truth, it can readily be seen that the work of 
the author has been no ordinary one to produce. 
Veiled sayings of the elect of God hold Truth in 
detinue until such time as Divine Providence decrees 
its release from custody. 

The imperfectness of the organ of human thought 
has made it impossible for carnal sense to bear the 
Truth in its naked form, since the apotheosis by man 
of himself as a material being has kept him ensconced 
in ignorance of the reality of Life. The very heart 
and soul and mind and Life of the Universe man has 
personified as God, because of his self-exalted spirit 
of personal existence. Wonder not, then, why all the 
Life teachers of the past have likened God unto the 
very creature of which he is the Creator. Imperfect 
laymen could have but an imperfect conception of the 
nature and attributes of God as taught by the elect, 
even if the same had been literally presented by the 
latter. The perfect man of God, Jesus of Nazareth, 
however, realizing the imperfect status of man's 
mental development, calls to his attention very em- 
phatically this fact, in the following command: '"Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect." Consequently, to measure up to 
a materialization of the divine fitness of things, man 
must needs work his way upward out of the darkness 
of materiality and into the stmlight of the spirituality 
of Life. 

Wizardry of utterance is the offspring of a master 
mind. Words of wisdom are, for the most part, formu- 
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lated in sentences generally known as dark sayings. 
To dispel the darkness from such sayings requires in- 
spiration in their interpretation. 
^ To reconcile the seemingly contradictory and clarify 
the apparently nonsensical doctrine of Jesus Christ, 
as viewed from the dead-letter aspect of its meaning, 
recourse to repetition of a few of his most important 
utterances was found highly useful and necessary. 

The resurrecting from the dead-letter that "killeth'' 
to "the spirit that maketh alive," of a doctrine of the 
mystery of the kingdom of Grod that has been kept 
secret from the beginning of the world, is a spiritual 
accomplishment, rather than a literal achievement, 
that requires certain necessary repetition at certain 
particular places. Consequently, these writings are a 
presentation of the Truth, rather than a systematically 
arranged, letter-perfect, literary production. The very 
Scriptures themselves abound in repetition, and even 
in contradiction ; and this is good, because it has been 
evocative of provocative thought that has kept them 
alive in all of their literal deadness of meaning. There- 
fore, as the chapters of the present work are as much 
in the nature of lessons as they are essays, — ^lessons, it 
is to be hoped, that will be found of the greatest value 
and importance to mankind, — and as it is the prov- 
ince of the teacher to repeat, in order all the better to 
inculcate into the minds of his pupils precious knowl- 
edge of wondrous truth, it is asked of the indulgent 
reader that where a few of the most sublime and 
salient sayings of the Master appear more than once 
throughout the volume, the same shall be considered 
and treated as an essential feature of the work. 

The great Life teacher is in the following pages 
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made understood as he himself would have liked to be 
understood, in his day and time, if such a thing were 
then possible. "Ye neither know me nor my Father : 
if ye had known me, you should have known my 
Father also," responded he to the blind scribes and 
Pharisees, in answer to their taunting question, 
"Where is thy Father?*' 

In some respects, but not in all, "this work accords 
with the teachings of Mary Baker Eddy in Chrtfetffci* 
Science. It is in full concordance with her work 
touching the truth that Life, the Infinite and Eternal 
Principle of Being, is absolutely immaterial, is 
wholly metaphysical, and is the absolute spiritual an- 
tithesis of matter. But this work does not concur in 
Mrs. Eddy's claim that Spirit is substance and^hat 
matter is without substance. It is true that matter, 
in and of itself, is without life, intelligence, power or 
sensation, as she claims and asserts ; but it is not true 
that matter is substanceless. All mathematical calcu- 
lations would have to be cast to the winds if matter 
were really devoid of substance. Number is based on 
form and substance. The word substance, from sub 
(under) and stare (to stand) signifies that which 
stands under something else ; that which stands below 
the surface or form of matter. 

Form and substance are two entirely different things, 
but they both appertain to matter and to matter only. 
Never can they relate to Spirit, for that is something 
altogether without form or substance. To apply a 
concretely material term, like substance, to Spirit, is 
to clothe Spirit with the leading characteristic of Mat- 
ter; and to thus mentally materialize Spirit is to 
clothe Matter with the leading characteristic of Spirit 
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— ^non-substantiality. In other words, if Matter were 
substanceless, it would be altogether spiritual in its 
nature and character, likewise as if it were without 
form and shape. When you study the form of any- 
thing you cannot, at the seme time, conceive of its 
substance. Vice versa, when you study the substance 
of anything, you cannot simultaneously conceive of 
its form and shape. 

Spirit acts upon, moves and enlivens matter, work- 
ing in and through and out of the same without losing 
any part of itself whatsoever, as the ever active power 
of Nature. It makes that which is without and that 
which is within without let or hindrance. It changes 
universal substance into different kinds of substance 
and universal form and shape into different kinds of 
forms and shapes. "Ye fools," said Jesus, "did not 
he that made that which is without make that which is 
within also?*' 

Spirit and matter are each identical in this: that 
each is respectively indestructible in its nature. But 
they are antithetical in this: that Spirit is absolutely 
unchangeable in its nature, operation, cause, effect, and 
power of manifestation upon matter, while matter 
always and everywhere is changeable in its nature, 
substance, form, objectivity and effect Nevertheless, 
the latter being universal substance, can never lose its 
substantiality, metaphysical disquisitions to the con- 
tary notwithstanding. Matter is transubstantial, but 
not non-substantial. 

Spirit is the maker-appear of all things in the ob- 
jective world, as well as the maker of the as yet to 
appear possibilities of which it is the containant. It is 
the manifester of the as yet unmade manifest, as well 
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as the manifester of the already made manifest. But 
without its corollary, matter, it were impossible for it 
ever at all to act, or ever at all to be what it is. It 
can never for an insant leave or let matter alone. 

Spirit may be likened to the prestidigitator in this: 
that it is as necessary for it as for him to have mate- 
rial substances and things to work with and upon to 
change them apparently into something else. With- 
out paraphernalia, the magician would never have 
been, as without the clay the potter would never have 
been. Likewise, without material substance Spirit 
could never have been. But while the conjurer uses 
mechanical means that with the quickness of the hand 
deceive the human eye, and the potter by his artifice 
produces artificial things. Spirit always and every- 
where produces natural things, and natural things 
only. Any other conception of the productions of 
Spirit is a delusion and a snare. God, or Spirit, can 
neither be a manufacturer, nor even a harmless de- 
ceiver, like the show magician. 

Now, as by watching the left hand and side of the 
body of the magician almost exclusively, and not mind- 
ing so much what the right hand is doing, nor much 
of what he is tallcing about nor his peculiar gestures, 
during his performance, one can discover how many 
of his tricks are done, so by placing one's self in har- 
monious relationship with the Life Principle of Na- 
ture, one can thereby, so to speak, enter into the tem- 
ple of wisdom and learn many secrets of Nature un- 
known to carnal mind and mortal sense. All one needs 
to do to accomplish this purpose is to comply with 
what Jesus said in these simple words : ''Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock. 
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and it shall be opened unto you. For every one what 
asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened." The implica- 
tion is meant by these utterances that one should lean 
very much less upon the things that are made and 
very much more upon that which is the Maker of all 
such things (even the very Maker of one's self) to 
have all things, in wisdom's way of living, work to- 
gether for one's good. Otherwise, one always remains 
under the control of artifice and artificialism, instead 
of being made wise and guided by the seemingly mag- 
ical, yet none the less natural, God-power of Nature. 
''I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay and resist/' 
said Jesus. 

In one other very essential characteristic is Spirit 
antithetical to matter. It is this: Spirit is the Al- 
mightiness of Power in Nature, while matter is abso- 
lute powerlessness of substance, moulded and shaped 
into formation by Spirit. "The Law that moulds a 
tear forms a world." Spirit, therefore, is absolutely 
free from the finiteness of mattbr, while matter is never 
free from the power and operation of Spirit. Spirit 
is the mover ; matter is the thing moved by Spirit 

Spirit ordinarily makes human bodies from concep- 
tion through pregnancy by way of physical birth ; and 
it can also re-make physical bodies through spiritual 
re-birth. This re-birth by Spirit of the physical 
Adamic man through a resurrection of the mind is just 
what Jesus came to teach mankind how to attain unto 
here and now upon this earth, and not elsewhere. This 
is what he had reference to when he said to Nicodemus, 
•*Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a man be bom 
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again, he cannot see the kingdom of God/' as is ex- 
plained clearly in the following chapters. Jesus 
taught no such fallacy as a future life, but rather 
eternal life, — an everpresent, everlasting, always here 
and now life. He spoke in no future tense or sense 
regarding eternal life. These facts, in reference to his 
teaching of the Truth of Life, are all explained in the 
chapters that follow. Truth is perfectly natural to 
those that know it ; never supernatural, because there 
is no such thing as supematuralness. That is a fig- 
ment of the imagination. Truth makes one free, be- 
cause it causes one to be true to one's self, and hence 
true to others. It makes one upright, just, conscien- 
tious, fearless and unservile. It takes the weakness 
and frailty out of the life and character of one that evil 
holds that one in bondage to. "Truth is mighty and 
will prevail !" The man in whom is the Truth of God 
is conscious of the almighty power of the Universe 
b back of him, and he is a free citizen of an unlimited 
universe. Such a man was Jesus of Nazareth. 
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CHAPTER I 



In Nature*8 infinite book of secrecy, 
a little I can read. — Shakespeare. 

Jesus Christ was a Life teacher. As Nature's 
divinely chosen spokesman of the verities of Life, he 
taught mankind, in plain and simple language, how to 
live in harmonious relationship with the Life Principle 
of Nature, and, as a corollary, how to live in harmo- 
nious relationship with one another, "that," as he said, 
"they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly." But the world has erred in its 
interpretation and apprehension of his doctrine. It 
has drawn from his words and utterances the errone- 
ous conclusion that his teachings have reference to a 
supernatural life. Knowing neither him, nor the 
Truth of Life that he came to reveal, mankind has fal- 
laciously thought and believed either that Jesus was, 
or that he sought to apotheosize himself as, the son 
of a personal God that had sent him into this terres- 
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trial sphere to exhort men to prepare themselves, 
before death, for entry, after death, into a place of 
future habitation, called the kingdom of heaven. ''Ye 
neither know me nor my Father; if ye had known me, 
you should have known my Father also/' responded he 
to the blind scribes and Pharisees, in answer to their 
question, "Where is thy Father?" 

Happily for the present generation, however, the 
time is at hand for a true interpretation and compre- 
hension of the Life message left by Jesus as an heri- 
tage to the world; for the mind of man is slow- 
ly, but surely, unfolding to the point where a 
right understanding of the same is possible. It is 
the time anticipated by the Master when he said: 
"There is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed ; 
neither hid, that shall not be known." And is also the 
time he had in xnind when he said: "Howbeit, when 
he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into 
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but what- 
soever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will 
shew you things to come/' 

Like all the seers and prophets of antiquity, Jesus 
employed figures of speech as vehicles of expression 
most adequate and necessary, in his day and time, to 
convey and preserve, in linguistic form, the eternal 
verities of Life taught and demonstrated by him to the 
world. 

The occult nature, presence and power of the Life 
Principle of Nature ; the dearth of human thought and 
language in which to explain the same, and the low 
state of intellectual and spiritual development existent 
in the dark ages in which he and all the other light- 
bearers that preceded him had lived, all contributed to 
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make it incumbent on him and them to resort to the 
use of allegories and parables, metaphors and similes, 
and other figurative forms and modes of expression, in 
order to present to the world the Truth of Life, or of 
God, which is the Creative Element of Nature. 

The Life teacher, dealing, as he must, absolutely and 
necessarily, with the spiritual or Life Element of Na- 
ture, which is boundless and spaceless and timeless, 
has at his command comparatively few words and 
phrases adequate to express, precisely and compre- 
hensively, the real nature and presence, power and op- 
eration of the same. For Life, or Spirit, being that 
element of Nature that is not only boundless and 
spaceless and timeless, but which is also without form 
or shape or configuration of any kind, is indescribable 
and undefinable in the manner common to objects and 
things of a material nature. Devoid of height, depth, 
length, breadth, thickness, center or circumference, it, 
LIFE, must necessarily be taught in a language pecul- 
iarly its own, or in words used in a spiritual or meta- 
physical sense. And unless the words of the inspired 
teacher of Life are interpreted and taught and com- 
prehended in such sense, the meaning sought to be 
conveyed by him, in any utterance or passage, is not 
grasped ; and the living Truth that it contains remains 
buried and unknown until it is unearthed and brought 
to light by a mind equally inspired, in an age far re- 
mote in the future from the one in which the utter- 
ance or passage was originally enunciated. "For," as 
Jesus in another place says: "Nothing is secret, that 
shall not be made manifest ; neither anytliing hid, that 
shall not be known and come abroad." 
The teaching of things of an objective nature ordi- 
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narily requires but little mental effort to understand* 
because of the amplitude of external means of descrip- 
tion and definition available to distinguish and other- 
wise explain them. Any person of average intelli- 
gence can easily describe or explain, in ordinary and 
literally applicable language, a large number of objects 
and things in the material world. And because of this 
fact, and of the difficulty experienced by the Life 
teacher in imparting the Truth of Being, it is obvious 
why, all down the centuries, materialists have found 
it a comparatively easy task to argue, pointedly and 
explicitly, and with apparent success, against the doc- 
trine of the spirituality of Life, and therefore its free- 
dom from and absolute supremacy over everything of 
a material nature and substance. 

Now, if the Life Principle of Nature, or Spirit, were, 
in itself, like Matter, circumscribed and limited, gov- 
erned and controlled, by natural law, as we know all 
things of a material nature to be, instead of its being, 
as it is, INFINITE, and therefore unrelated to time, 
place, condition or circumstance, as Matter always is; 
and if the language, teachings and beliefs extant in 
Jesus' day and age would have permitted him to have 
done so, it would have been as easy for him to describe 
or define IT, that is, LIFE, or GOD, in as exact lit- 
eral terms, as it is and has been for the materialist to 
define or describe or explain, in the most superficial 
manner, any object or thing of a material nature. He 
could have told the world all about the real nature 
and existence, the secret presence, power and opera- 
tion, of the Life Principle of Nature, and its freedom 
from and absolute supremacy over Matter, without 
having had to call IT "the Father," and then having 
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been obliged to use the attendant personal pronouns, 
namely, His, He and Him, to carry out his figures. In- 
stead of saying, "I and my Father are one," he could 
have said, in scientifically expressed language, "I and 
the Life Principle of Nature are one/' or "I am at-one 
with the eternal Life Element of Nature." 

The anthropomorphic notion of God, or the belief 
that Cjod is a spiritual being, like, in form and shape, 
unto that of a man, was so firmly fixed in the minds 
of both the learned and unlearned of Jewry, and else- 
where, at the time of the advent of Jesus, that it was 
entirely beyond the province of words to communicate 
anything appertaining to the real nature and existence, 
the secret presence, power and operation, of the Life 
Principal of Nature, or God, otherwise than under the 
figure of personification. On this account, and for the 
reasons already stated, Jesus was obliged to present 
to the world his message of Life in rhetorical terms. 
And because of this necessity, such familiar words as 
"Father" and "kingdom" and "heaven," and many 
other simple words used by him in a spiritual sense, 
during the course of his ministry, have been grossly 
misconstrued. They have been interpreted and taught 
from a supernatural standpoint, which is, of course, 
the exact opposite of that sense in which they were 
employed and intended to be understood. Lacking 
the power of inspiration, the insight, the discernment, 
requisite to grasp the real and true spiritual meaning 
of the words and utterances of Jesus, the carnal mind 
of man has utterly failed to apprehend the truth lying 
back of them that they were intended to portray. Con- 
sequently, as already stated, the world has thought and 
believed that Jesus spoke and taught of a personal or 
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anthorpomorphic God having living presence in a lo- 
calized heaven in some mythical region of the skies, — 
of a man-shaped God reigning eternally as a king over 
a place of future habitation called the kingdom of 
heaven. Such has been the imperfectness of the organ 
of human thought that the Imagination, unbridled from 
Reason, has ruled the world more despotically than all 
the greatest tyrants that have ever lived. And yet the 
Imagination, under proper guidance of the intellect, is 
one of man's most sublime and useful faculties. It is 
the doorway through which has come every great 6x9r 
covery and invention the human mind has made and 
contrived. But like every other beneficent power or 
gift from God to man, the perverted use of the Imagi- 
nation has been a great deterrent to the life, the lib- 
erty, the happiness and the progress of the human 
race. 

"Why, then," it may be asked, "did Jesus, in his 
teachings, use the word 'Father,' in preference to the 
other deific words, God, Lord, Jehovah, Creator, the 
Most High, and so forth?" The answer is that the 
term "Father," used by him metaphorically, was the 
most apt and appropriate word available to illustrate 
the Universal Vital Principle of Nature, at the time 
and in the countries in which Jesus went about teach- 
ing the gospel. For, besides the anthropomorphic no- 
tion of God held by the Jews, the Roman nation had 
such high regard for the father of a gens, or Roman 
family, that the civil law of the nation clothed him with 
unlimited power over all the members, not only of his 
own immediate family, but as well over all the mem- 
bers of the respective families of all his married sons. 
And this power was extended even to the taking of 
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fhc lives of any of them I The Jews, also, in those 
days, very highly reverenced and obeyed their fathers, 
whether living or for many centuries dead. The 
ancient patriarchs, called father Abraham, father Isaac 
and father Jacob, were considered their fathers quite 
as much as their own living earthly fathers of flesh 
and blood. And even their national God, Jehovah, was 
regarded by them as a being in form and shape like 
unto their fathers, and as being possessed of human 
qualities and passions like unto them. And further- 
more, the word father, then as now, had the additional 
sense attached to it, which is that of originator or 
head ; thus, we speak of the ''father" of a movement ; 
the "father** of a country; the "father" of a church; 
and the very word Pope, from the Greek pappa8» 
means nothing other than papa, or father. 

It is plain, then, that the word "Father** was a term 
of very exalted and powerful significance in the time of 
Jesus — an expression denoting creativeness, the orig- 
inator of life, and hence the creator of human offspring 
and of a world of his own. What more available word 
—what word equivalent in adequacy and potency could 
Jesus have found to typify the universal supremacy of 
power and the paternal-like loving-kindness of the 
Life Principle of Nature — of the Infinite Principle of 
Vitality — than this plain and simple familiar term of 
Father? As a consequence, then, he chose this word, 
in preference to all other terms representative of the 
Deity, to fulfil the central purpose of his mission, 
which was to acquaint mankind with the fact of 
their elemental relationship with the Life Principle of 
Nature, and hence, their actual life-relationship with 
one another. To this Infinite, Undying, Life-pving 
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and Life-sustaining Principle of Nature everything, 
including the physical bodies and carnal minds of all 
humankind, is subject and subordinate. No flesh what- 
soever can escape its everlasting presence, nor carnal 
mind can successfully defy its law of orderly relation. 
The carnal ego and mind of man may (and often does) 
act in disobedience to it — may (and often does) wil- 
fully violate its inflexible commandments — ^may (and 
often does) plot and plan and live and act contrary to 
its principles of Eternal Justice — ^but not without 
eventually paying the penalty for so doing, jot for jot 
and tittle for tittle. 

The fundamental object of Jesus in thus personify- 
ing the Life Principle of Nature as the kind and lov- 
ing, just and merciful. Father of all mankind, was to 
instill into the carnal human mind the potential root- 
idea that God, or Spirit (and not man), being the 
Father (the Creator) of altenankind, all mankind must, 
therefore, be the children (the creatures) of the one 
and only Father (the Creator) of mankind ; and as all 
mankind are the children (the creatures) of the one 
and only Father (the Creator) of mankind, all men, as 
a corollary, must be brothers of one another, because 
begotten of the one and only universal Father (the 
Creator) of all mankind. Such has been the psycho- 
logical effect of this powerful idea of Jesus upon the 
lives and characters of the greater part of the human 
family, that since his exit from the world the 
old Adamic, earth-bound, heavy-laden, flesh-wearied, 
graveward-bound mortal man has been considerably 
uplifted from his former estate of earth, earthy exist- 
ence. The next upward rise of the human race toward 
a state of perfection will be effected through the func- 
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tion of natural religion. The real object of religion is 
to endow man with a sense of unity with all creation. 
The very word itself, which is derived from the Latin 
religiare, signifies to "bind back again" ; that is to say, 
to bring back into harmonious relationship the mind- 
nature of man with the Infinite Creative Principle of 
Nature — ^the real and only origin and source of every 
one's being and existence. Unqualifiedly scientific, or 
divinely natural religion, therefore, is universal in 
scope and extent, and is a fundamental necessity of 
mankind, to save the world from self-annihilation. 
Without its benign influence is at work in the human 
heart, human life is not at all what the Creator in- 
tended it should be — a thing of beauty and a joy for- 
ever. A man without the love of God and the love of 
Truth in him is an abnormally egotistic specimen of 
humanity. Left to his own devices, his shortcomings 
multiply as he blindly journeys through his earth life. 
"Walk while ye have the light," said Jesus, "lest dark- 
ness come upon you : for he that walketh in darkness 
knoweth not whither he goeth." 

The beautiful imagery taught by Jesus shows the 
way to mankind to become attuned with the Almighty, 
All-good, AU-rwise, Everpresent, Everlasting Life Prin- 
ciple of Nature, "that," as he says, "they all may be 
one ; as thou. Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us: that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one ; and that the world 
xpay know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as thou hast loved me." This prayer of Jesus is in- 
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tended for all mankind ; for in the Evangel from which 
it is taken are the following words prefatory to the 
same, namely : "Neither pray I for these (his disciples) 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word/* Involved in this prayer is the 
principle of solidarity inherent in the human race that 
the social and other agitators and reformers of the 
present day are so vociferously endeavoring to bring 
to a state of actuality through various conflicting 
human theories and propaganda. 

There is but one way — ^the Christ way — by which 
permanent peace can or ever will be established on 
earth. Only perfect concordance of spirit and under- 
standing, from whence may emanate right-thinking, 
right-living and right-doing, and a comparatively easy 
accomplishment of all things desirable, can ever set 
mankind properly upon the pedestal of natural expres- 
sion. The spirit of brotherly love must supplant the 
evil spirit of selfishness and personal hatred bom of 
the basilar qualities of the human mind. Men must 
work together for their own common good and not 
against one another for their own self-aggrandisement, 
detrimentally, as at present they are so busily en- 
gaged in doing, thus keeping in motion the very causes 
that eventuate their future misery and present unhap- 
piness. An unnatural, animalistic-humanistic world of 
living, of mortal mind's creation, must give way to a 
natural, spiritualistic-humane world of living of Im- 
mortal mind's creation. The Christ way is the only 
one by which the Truth of Life can enter into and 
dispel confusion from human consciousness, and thus 
bring about the desirable conditions and circumstances 
for which the world has been seeking in vain. It is the 
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only way by which mankind can or ever will be raised 
out of the darkness and despair, the miseries and woes 
of their present state of earthly existence and into the 
sunlight and freedom of spiritual existence. "I am 
the light of the world : he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life/' said 
he to whom the secret of the mystery of Life was 
known, to a world of misguided mortals groping 
blindly in the dark and crying for more light and life. 
If the theologians had been able to grasp the real 
hidden meaning of the Life message of Jesus, and so 
arrive at the Truth of Being, and the multitudes had 
been in a state of mental readiness to receive and be 
taught it, in its true light and spirit, at the time it was 
delivered to the world, mankind, long ere this age 
and generation, would have been freed from all the 
trials and tribulations of earthly existence arising out 
of the false belief in the personality of God and the 
materiality of Life, begotten of illusions of physical 
sense and delusions of mental nonsense. ''And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free,'' 
said the Life wizard of Nature to the benighted of old. 
But this scientific statement of truth was beyond the 
ken of their understanding. Laboring under the false 
traditional notion that real and true freedom came only 
by transmission through heredity, they replied: "We 
be of Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to 
any man ; how sayest thou. You shall be made free ?" 
It was impossible for them to conceive what Jesus 
meant; because freedom, in the real Christ sense of 
the word, is that unhampered status of individuality 
attainable only through a knowledge of the Truth of 
or a knowledge of God, which is Life. 
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The Life message of Jesus, however, construed as it 
has been, and as he himself well knew it would be, in 
an erroneous sense, through inability of both the 
ecclesiastical and lay mind to comprehend what he 
really taught, both he and it have been, as a conse- 
quence, misunderstood and misrepresented. "Why do 
ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot 
hear my word," retorted he to the Jews that were re- 
buking him for setting up, as they had supposed, a 
personal God of his own, in opposition to their imagi- 
nary personal tribal God called Jehovah. Schooled by 
tradition to believe in the personality of God, they 
were unable to understand otherwise than that Jesus, 
in his talks about his Father in heaven, must have had 
reference to the same sort of a God, as an existing real- 
ity, as their own suppositious personal God. Filled 
with superstitious notions regarding the Deity, they 
could only conclude that he was going about what he 
called his "Father's business," teaching the multitudes 
that if they believed in him they would, when they 
died, go to some imaginary place called "heaven," there 
to dwell forevermore in the eternal presence of a God 
that, in form and shape and other human character- 
istics, was like unto a man. And not only the Jews, 
but all the primitive, medieval and modem professed 
Christians, and all the atheists, agnostics and infidels, 
and all persons of orthodox scientific as well as relig- 
ious persuasion, have likewise erred in believing and 
supposing that Jesus, in speaking of his Father in 
heaven, had reference to an anthropomorphic or per- 
sonal God, instead of to the Infinite Life Principle of 
Nature. 

Peering beneath the barren letter— the mere husk in 
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which the living Truth of Jesus* utterances is con- 
tained — ^we see, standing out in the full light of truth, 
the immutable fact discovered by him, the fact of the 
existence in Nature of a Kingdom of Life far para- 
mount to the animalistic status of present existence for 
mankind to awaken and enter into when both ready 
and willing to do so — a glorious kingdom of Life and 
bliss on this very earth — ^a kingdom "in the world," 
but not "of the world," wherein no earthly or fleshly 
ill or woe, no trial or tribulation, can ever enter or 
prevail. This blissful kingdom of Life in Nature, re- 
served for man, who is the highest expression of Being 
on earth, Jesus designated as the kingdom of heaven, 
to contrast it to all the other and lower natural king- 
doms of earth, known as the mineral, the vegets^le and 
the animal kingdoms of Nature, as well as the political 
kingdoms of mankind. The kingdom of heaven, then, 
in the sense in which Jesus, according to the Truth of 
Life, meant it to be understood, is not, as already 
stated, some imaginary place eternally presided over 
by some equally imaginary man-shaped God, but that 
real and natural spiritual status of Being to which the 
human race must unfold and rise in consciousness, 
through faith in what he denominated "the Father," 
ere it can ever have everlasting joy and that "peace 
which passeth all understanding." This unfoldment 
of consciousness is the re-birth that Jesus had in mind 
when he said to Nicodemus : "Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." Nicodemus said unto him : "How 
can a man be bom when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother's womb, and be bom?" 
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Jesus answered: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee Ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God That which is 
bom of the flesh is flesh; and that which is bom of 
the Spirit is spirit" This re-birth is the ultimate re- 
sult of an abiding faith in the etemal Life Principle 
of Nature, or ''the Father," as Jesus was so wont to 
call IT in all his teachings ; and which, in days of re- 
moter antiquity, was given the various names of Om* 
Brahm, Buddhi, God, Lord, Jehovah, the Most High, 
the Creator, and so forth, by different religious leaders 
in different ages of the world of mankind. It is the 
finale of self-perfection, or the actualization of the 
"kingdom of God" that Jesus taught "is within you." 
It is the realization of the "kingdom of heaven" that 
he said ''is at hand" and that is awaiting to be evolved 
by Man out of his imperfect self, precisely as the rose 
is evolved out of the bud, when he shall be ready and 
willing, through faith, to place himself in harmonious 
relationship with the universal Life Principle of Na- 
ture. "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect," as Jesus counselled. 
Like the metamorphosis of the gross and mattery cat- 
erpillar into the beautiful and blithesome butterfly, the 
re-birth of Man is a transmutation of the lower and 
basilar elements and forces of his sensuous nature into 
the higher and superior spiritual forces and principles 
that shall free him from being led by blind and unrea- 
soning impulse into trying situations of distress and 
perplexity, of misery and woe, by lifting him up out 
of bondage to a mere earthly status of existence to a 
plane of Life in harmony with the music of the spheres. 
This is the secret of the Alchemy of Life — ^the alkahest 
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—the precious stone of great value — ^that ignorant and 
superstitious men have for centuries been trying to 
produce in the mineral kingdom of Nature through 
the supposed art of transmuting the baser metals into 
gold. As in the acorn, hidden in latency, awaiting ex- 
temalization through natural processes of growth and 
development, inheres the grand and stately oak, so in 
Man, in his present Adamic status of imperfection, 
lying in latency, awaiting individualization, through 
the same natural processes of growth and development, 
is the real and perfect man of Nature — ^the spiritual 
man, called by Jesus the Son of God. "First the blade, 
then the ear, and then the full grain in the ear," said 
the Alchemist of Life* 
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CHAPTER II 



FroTd an things; liold fast that which is good*— St. PaiiL 
Kotfaing is more deHghtfnl than the light of the trntkr— 
Cioero. 

In the foregoing chapter, plain and simple reasons 
have been given and explanations made, to show that 
the doctrine of Jesus Christ is not, in reality, founded 
upon the false dogmatic conception of an anthropomor- 
phic or personal God ; nor upon the equally false dog- 
matic belief in a kingdom of God external to and un- 
connected with the spiritual nature of man, while here 
embodied for terrestrial expression. In this chapter, 
however, it is proposed to present, not only additional 
reasons and explanations, but as well irrefragable 
proof, from the very words and utterances of Jesus, of 
the fact that His teachings are not based upon any 
such superstitious notions. 

In teaching the Truth of Being, or that which is, in 
and by its very nature, intangible and invisible to the 
material senses, in words that relate, for the most part, 
to things that are tangible and visible in their na- 
ture, merely the apparent, or seeming, and not the real, 
or true, meaning of the author of such teaching is, as 
a general thing, cognizable by the ordinary under- 
standing. 

As in certain phenomena of Nature, so in certain ex- 
pressions of Truth, the apparent is not always the real, 
and the real is not always the apparent. A following 
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example or two will suffice to illustrate what is here 
meant. 

It is apparent to the naked eye that the sun rises in 
the east and sets in the west. In reality, however, no 
such occurrence ever takes place in Nature. A planet 
and a star appear, at times, to the sense of sight, to 
be in very close proximity to each other. As a matter 
of fact, however, they are many thousands of miles 
distant from each other. The earth, to the org^n of 
vision, appears to be flatular in form and shape, and 
to have somewhere an end. In truth and in fact, the 
earth is globular in form and shape. The pristine no- 
tions derived from a mere sense-preception of these 
natural phenomena. Science has long since proven to 
be erroneous. And the pristine notions derived from a 
mere sense-conception of the teachings of Jesus, Sci- 
ence is now busily engaged in dispelling from human 
consciousness. 

In the New Testament, according to the Gospel of 
St. John, Jesus is recorded as having spoken to his 

disciples as follows: 

"If ye had known met ye should have known my Fafher 
also; and from hencefortii ye know himt and haTe seen him.** 

Philip sayeth unto him, "Lord, show ns the Father* and it 
sufficeth U8." 

Jesus said unto him» "Have I been so long time with you. 
and yet hast then not known me* Philip? he that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father; how sayeth thou then. Shew us 
the Father! 

"Believest thou not that I am in the FatheTi and the Father 
In me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of my- 
self; but the Father that dwelleth fn me* he doeth the works. 

"Believe me that I am fn the Father, and the Father in me; 
pr else believe me for the very works' sake." 

It is a law of Nature (and a law of Nature is a law 
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of God) that neither one of two separate and distinct 
bodies, similar in form and structure, can possibly be 
die other, or be both in and out of the other, at the 
same time, or at any other time, or at all. It is also a 
law of Nature that a single object or body cannot 
possibly be and not be, at the same time and in the 
same sense. A father and son, as objective bodies, 
have separate existences and are distinct entities. As 
separate existences and distinct entities, then, they 
could not preserve or retain their respective forms and 
identities, and be, at the same time, or at any other 
time, or at all, merged in each other. If the son were 
absorbed in the father, there would be no son any 
more; and if the father were absorbed in the son, 
there would be no father any more. And this is equally 
true, whether a human father of flesh and blood, or 
a corporeal spiritual father, is considered, as regards 
his relationship to his son on earth. 

Everything under form, wheresoever situate in the 
realm of Nature, has certain substance and shape, 
whether of a terrestrial or of a celestial nature. And 
every body in human form alive has character and 
personality. An objective spiritual Father, as God, 
therefore, would lose his shape and substance, his 
character and personality, as a distinct entity, were 
it possible for him to be transmuted and transformed 
into his son. As a thing of form, an objective spiritual 
Father, also, could not possibly be and not be at the 
same time ; nor could he be in his son and his son be 
in him, and yet retain his corporeality. 

In the light of the foregoing postulates, the prepos- 
terousness of the notion that Jesus, when he spoke the 
above paradox, had in mind a man-shaped God, or 



32 LIFE TEACHER'S MESSAGE 

spirit, as ''the Father/' is at once apparent. G>nsider 
the context in any such view, and the construction 
reduces to an absurdity a magical antinomy that con- 
tains a vital truth of Life. It is easy to slip from the 
sublime to the ridiculous, in conception, when one 
fails to abstract from an author's statements a deep- 
lying truth therein contained. 

To believe or opine that Jesus, in enunciating the 
paradox under consideration, intended thereby liter- 
ally to convey the idea that a Father, as God, in 
heaven, objective in form and shape, and distant in 
point of place, was in him and he in such a Father, 
is to be deluded, bafHed and mystified by a maze of 
self-contradictory statements. The very incongruity 
of these counter-statements, thrown together as they 
are, in the above paradox, ought, it would seem, to 
suffice, unassisted by explanation, to dispel from the 
common understanding, the nonsensical notion that 
the doctrine of Jesus Christ is built upon the falla- 
cious Judaic conception of a personal God. Verily, to 
stand in the presence of these repugnant declarations 
and vow that the doctrine of this master mind is based 
upon any such erroneous conception of the Deity, is 
to virtually put one's self in the place of the very Jews 
that had heard him, and is to practically reaffirm their 
taunting remarks with reference to him ; as, when they 
said: "He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye 
him?" One cannot blame these people of olden time 
for thus regarding Jesus, when they thought, believed 
and understood as sincerely as the orthodox Chris- 
tian has thought, believed and understood for almost 
twenty centuries since their time, that the Nazarene, 
by these and other figurative utterances, had really had 
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reference to a corporeal God. If Jesus had uttered 
these declarations with the intent that the word 
"Father," as used by him throughout his teachings, 
should be taken and understood in its ordinary sense 
and application, we would have to regard him as a 
person who was certainly beside himself, similarly as 
the ancient Jews, conscientiously, yet none the less 
ignorantly, thought and believed him to be. 

A paradox is a figpure of speech employed to teach a 
truth or produce an impression by an unexpected 
epigrammatic or surprising turn of expression. It 
may also be defined as a statement or doctrine seem- 
ingly in contradiction to the received belief or to what 
would naturally be believed. 

Jesus, when he uttered the words, "If ye had known 
me, ye should have known my Father also ; and from 
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him," fully 
anticipated the effect they were going to have on 
the minds of his disciples, and expected some such 
retort as Philip's entreaty, "Lord, show us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us." Realizing his expectation from 
this remark of Philip, tactfully, and to add further 
force and effect to the figure, he evinced great sur- 
prise at the tatter's want of knowledge of the Truth, 
in the following words: "Have I been so long time 
with you, and yet hast thou not known me» Philip? 
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father ; how sayeth 
thou then. Shew us the Father?*' And by way of mak- 
ing the figure more provocative of thought, because 
more confounding, concluded by saying: "Believest 
thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of 
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myself ; but the Father that dwelletfa hi me, he doeth 
the works/' and so forth. 

The question naturally arises, "Why did Jesus teach 
by paradox, as well as by parable, metaphor, simile, 
and other rhetorical forms and modes of expression V 
The answer is that had he not used this form and 
mode of speech, in conjunction with the others, the 
world could never have gfotten to know, through his 
mystical teachings, the Truth of Life, or of God, 
which is Life, of which he was the chosen spokesman 
of Nature, 

« 

A paradox provokes thought as no other figfure of 
speech does, because of its baffling absurdity of state- 
ment Like a picture puzzle, which has interdrawn 
within its main or outer drawing, pictorial forms 
hidden from superficial view, the paradox, or word- 
puzzle, contains within its surface signification cer- 
tain living truth hidden from sensuous understanding. 
As the picture puzzle arouses the curiosity and atten- 
tion of those of an inquisitive turn of mind, so the 
paradox elicits the attention and interest of those of 
an investigative bent of mind. The paradox, when 
taken and examined together with the other inven- 
tions of speech employed by Jesus, throughout his 
teachings, assists, as the key-figure, in opening the 
way, through interpretation, to a conscious recogni- 
tion of the reality of Life, or a knowledge of God, 
which is Life, and which has been kept secret from 
the foundation of the world, and is still a secret to all 
who do not as yet understand aright the doctrine of 
Jesus Christ The fact that this particular figure is 
so decidedly self-contradictory in its literal or mere 
outward aspect of meaning, causes the mind of the 
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searcher after Truth to turn intuitively away from 
and reject the entire orthodoxical scriptural rendering 
of the doctrine of Jesus, which is a mass of confusion, 
and which keeps alive strife and contention and divi- 
sion in the spiritual realm of thought and endeavor, 
and thus leads such a mind to enter upon an inde- 
pendent field of investigation, where "the way, the 
truth, and the life" becomes as clear as crystal to 
reason and understanding. "These things have I 
spoken unto you in proverbs; but the time cometh, 
when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, 
but I shall shew you plainly of the Father," said the 
voice that spoke for all time out of the very depths 
of Nature to a world from whose eyes the scales of 
error have not yet fallen off. 

As one cannot understand aright what another is 
in the act of saying, until that other has been fairly 
heard, so one cannot understand aright the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ, until he has fairly heard him. That 
is to say, not until one has fully read, weighed and 
considered all the recorded utterances comprised in 
the teachings of the latter, can he know of the doc- 
trine. And not only is this a prerequisite to such an 
understanding, but the various utterances must be 
brought together and analyzed and synthesized, be- 
fore a full, true and correct interpretation of their inner 
or hidden meaning can be arrived at and the doctrine 
can be known. The paradox must be considered in 
relation with the parable; the parable with the meta- 
phor; and, conjunctively, the metaphor with the par- 
able, the paradox, and the other figures of speech em- 
braced in the Master's teachings. 

Consideration must also be given to the fact that 
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Jesus characterized himself in a three-fold capacity, 
namely: as the Son of man, as the Son of God, and 
as very God himself. And also, that following this 
characterization of himself, he spoke, correspondingly, 
in a triune sense of conscious being. For instance, 
when he said to the Jews : "Your father Abraham re- 
joiced to see my day, and he saw it and was glad/' 
and the Jews responded, "Thou art not yet fifty years 
old, and hast thou seen Abraham?'' and he rejoined, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you. Before Abraham was, 
I am/' he spoke not as the Son of man, nor as the Son 
of God, but as God himself ! And again, when he said : 
"God hath not sent his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved," he spoke not as the Son of man, nor 
as God himself, but as the Son of God. And again, 
when he said: "Now is the Son of man glorified and 
God is glorified in him," he spoke, not as God himself, 
nor as the Son of God, but as the Son of man. As 
the result of this process of examination of and en- 
quiry into the doctrine of Jesus Christ, the mind is, 
by perceptible degrees, led into a knowledge of the 
trudi that not a phjrsical, or material, but an abso- 
lutely metaphjTsical, or spiritual, intendment of mean- 
ing is implied in and by his manifold figures of 
expression. 

The "Son of man" is an expression that, in its 
generic sense, signifies objective man, or Man in the 
universal sense of physical objectivity. 

The "Son of God" is a simple, handy metaphor, sym- 
bolizing the ideally perfect and practical man of Na- 
ture. "The disciple is not above his master; but 
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every one that is perfect, shall be as his master/' spoke 
the wisest man of the human race. 

The expressions, "the Father" and "the Son of God/' 
are mere creations of the Imagination, — ^terms in- 
geniously employed by Jesus as objects of thought 
to register in the carnal mind of man the positive truth 
that every one, actually and absolutely, derives his 
very life, not of the flesh, but of the Spirit, or Life 
Principle of Nature, and also to turn the consciousness 
of Man away from the sordid, unhappy, earth, earthy 
status of development toward the real light and Life 
of the universe. 

As the word "rose" is the name of an object of crea- 
tion that has developed out of the bud stage of its 
growth, so the trope, "the Son of God/' is the name 
of an object of creation, in human form and structure, 
that has developed out of its unregenerate or animal- 
istic estate of Being. They are, therefore, words that 
import an outgrowth from a lower and partially de- 
veloped status of being, to a higher and perfectly 
developed status of Being. 

The "Son of God," then, is an expression that de- 
notes the ideally perfect and practical Man of Nature ; 
and the ideally perfect and practical Man of Nature 
is one that has fully unfolded in consciousness and 
risen to the point, in the scale of Being, where he has 
become a god emancipated from all earthly principal- 
ities of power and authority. "First the blade, then 
the ear, then the full grain in the ear," said he who 
taught men not to adulate, but to emulate him — ^not 
to idolize him, but to simply follow in his footsteps. 
^I am the light of the world; he that followeth me 
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shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life/' 

If the words, "the Son of God" and **the Father,'* 
were intended by Jesus as literal expressions, to im- 
port, in an objective sense, related realities of Being, 
touching him and God, he would not and could not 
truthfully and logically have said, "I and my Father 
are one"; "I am in the Father, and the Father is in 
me," and so forth, in the course of his teachings. One 
and one, in a numerical and objective sense, can never 
make one. One and one, or, one in One, One in All, 
or. All in One, in the spiritual sense of Being, are one. 
"At that time," said Jesus, "ye shall know that I am 
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you." And he 
also said, "The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life." 

The Son of God, as the ideally perfect and practical 
Man of Nature, absolutely lives and moves and has 
his Being in the Life Principle of Nature, precisely 
as every fish in the sea lives and moves and has its 
being in the watery element of Nature. Like the fish 
that is outside of its native element, is mortal man 
who, in his material-consciousness, with his mind set 
at nought to the Divine Mind, is outside of his native 
element of Being, and at cross-purposes, therefore, 
with the Infinite Life Principle of Nature, that he 
should consciously live in unceasingly and unbrokenly. 
In the Scriptures we find this truth as to man's real 
element of Being quaintly expressed in the following 
words: "In Him we live, and move, and have our 
being," the personal pronoun "him," here, standing 
for the Life Eleihent of Nature, which is the antithesis 
of the material element of Nature, of which the sub- 
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stance constituting the human body (but not the life 
animating it) is composed. 

When once the people awake to the truth that Jesus 
sirove to teach them — ^the truth of their Oneness with 
the Infinite Element of Life and with one another — 
they will hasten to make their natural atonement — 
their at-one-ment — which is a being at one mind with 
God, and hence, with one another; and then, presto, 
change I the social aspect of the Christ doctrine will 
at once become an established fact. As long as men 
continue separatively, as selfish units, to live and work 
apart from one another, as at present they are so 
strenuously engaged in doing, instead of religiously 
getting together and intelligently living and acting in 
full and entire accord, as unselfish units, with one 
another, as Nature ordained that they should, as gre- 
garious beings, do, no human philosophy or theory, no 
human doctrine or creed, no human agency or activity 
whatsoever, can possibly save the race from eventual 
decadence, and even utter annihilation ; and hence, the 
impossibility of a human solution of existing social, 
political, industrial, economic, or any other of the 
perplexing problems of the day. 

The crying need of the world to-day is for what it 
has never yet really had or experienced, and that is 
actual Religion, — not a religion of creed and dogma, 
of form and ceremony, — ^but Religion, as it is in reality 
and in truth, founded on Natural Science and Natu- 
ral Law. And this is the character of religion that 
Jesus the Christ sought to teach the world ; but dark- 
ness (a scriptural cognomen for ignorance) has com- 
prehended it not. The quicker all the religious sys- 
tems of human invention, founded, as they are, on an 
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erroneous interpretation of the veiled utterances of 
Jesus and other light-bearers, die out, the better will it 
be for the world. And the sooner the world learns to 
understand the basic meanings of the words in which 
these vital truths of Life are couched, the better, also, 
will it be for humanity ; and with this betterment, the 
happier, the healthier and the wiser will the world be. 
It is a knowledge of the Truth of Life, as it is in 
Nature, and as Jesus saw and understood it, that the 
world greatly needs, and not mere disjoined reitera- 
tions of what he said and did. While belief and faith 
are prerequisites to the attainment of this saving 
knowledge, mere blind faith and superstitious belief 
in an imaginary, humanly circumscribed, man-pro- 
jected Godhead, and in a future life to be lived in a 
fancied region of the skies called "heaven,** will never 
lead one to it. The supernatural increment will have 
to be taken out of Christianity before it can ever be 
effective of the purpose of its origination and founda- 
tion. The mistaken notion that Life is of a dualistic 
nature — that it has a physical side and a spiritual side 
— ^that it is breachable into halves; the illusion of a 
present and a future life, and that Life is subject to 
the mutations of Time and the whereness of Space, 
also, will have to be eradicated from Christianity, ere 
it can ever have the chemicalizing effect of raising 
mankind to the higher and better plane of Being com- 
prehended in and by its doctrine. The truth must 
take root that as in Nature, so in Christ, there is no 
such thing as a future life, as there is, in reality, no 
such thing as a past life; but that Life is continuous 
and unchangeable in its nature and essence ; is without 
a beginning or an end, and is, as truthfully written 
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in the scriptures, "the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
forever/' irrespective of the birth, maturity, decline, 
death and decay of mortal physical bodies, or mere 
expressions of Life, miscalled '"lives." For Grod is not 
a respecter of persons. "And lo, I (Life) am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world," spake the 
Immortal Principle of Vitality through Jesus the 
Christ 

From Christianity must also be eliminated the false 
notion that Jesus ever taught that there was such a 
thing as a heaven as a localized place external to man's 
spiritual nature for him to enter into at a future time 
as a future life. On the very contrary, he repeatedly 
said and taught that "the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand," and that "the kingdom of God is within you," 
meaning that it is within each and every one of all 
mankind. There is, therefore, according to Jesus' 
teachings, no heaven to go to, but rather to grow into, 
and, consequently, no hell to go to, but rather to grow 
out of, ere one can have everlasting life, and that 
"peace that passeth all understanding." '^ 

Heaven and Hell are words signifying opposite and 
antagonistic poles or states of Being. Heaven stands 
for incorruption, purity, wisdom, goodness, strength, 
love, everlasting joy and gladness, and every other of 
all the really desirable things that the entire world is 
and ever has been seeking, through more or less mis- 
taken means and methods. Hell holds full sway where 
corruption, impurity, ignorance, hatred, lust, and every 
other of all the really undesirable evil effects that the 
whole world is and ever has been seeking to rid itself 
of through more or less mistaken means and methods. 

Heaven and Hell are each self-created, whether con- 
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sciously or unconsciously, knowingly or unknowingly. 
Hell is fostered and kept alive through wrong-think- 
ing, wrong-living and wrong-doing; while Heaven is 
fostered and entered into through right-thinking, 
right-living and right-doing, or, in a word, through 
righteousness, which brings about a comparatively 
easy accomplishment of all things desirable. ''As a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is he," said he who knew 
Man as Man has never yet gotten to know himself. 
The less one lives up to the Ten Commandments, and 
especially the First Commandment and the Golden 
Rule of Life, the more that one is actually enmeshed 
in Hell ; and the more one lives up to these Command- 
ments and this Rule of Life, the nearer is that one to 
the very center of heaven. As the Law of Life is not 
a respecter of persons, persons, it naturally follows, 
must be respecters of the Law of Life, in order to 
come under its benign influence and protection, and 
so have "All things work together for good to him who 
loves God." "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. For every one that asketh receiveth ; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened." 

Is it not strange that despite the fact already alluded 
to that Jesus sought to disillusionize the world of the 
superstitious notion of a place called heaven, and of 
the equally false notion of a kingdom of God external 
to the soul-nature of man, the world, for nearly twenty 
centuries, has been taught to believe, and has believed, 
that the master really taught these empty, baseless and 
absurd notions? As a matter of fact, it was no small 
part of the mission of Jesus to extinguish these super- 
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stitious beliefs; tor, as above quoted, he repeatedly 
said and taught that "the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand"; and conspicuously amongst his utterances 
stands out the following, in which he expressly states 
that "the kingdom of God is within you." Here are 
his words in verbatim : 

And when he was demanded of the Pharisees when the 
kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said: 
^he Kingdom of God comefh not with obserrationt 

"Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for behold, 
fbe kingdom of Qod is within yon*" 

Now, if the kingdom of God is within you, and the 
^ngdom of heaven is at hand, as Jesus plainly said 
they were, how, in the name of God and of heaven, and 
in the name of reason and common-sense, can it be 
construed, or even surmised, that he taught them to 
be elsewhere than where he said they were, in the 
contemplation of the sensible Christian? And when 
he, in the plainest of terms, definitively tells the world 
where the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven 
are, is it not the height of senselessness and absurdity 
to believe and contend that he taught that they are 
in some mysterious place situated far, far away in an 
unknown region of the firmament? 

Words of Life, or Words of God (which is Life) 
are always impersonal and immaterial in sense and 
meaning. This necessarily follows, because Life; or 
God, is incorporeal and metaphysical in its nature. 
Words of Life, or of God, then, apply not at all, in 
sense or meaning, to the physical or material, but alto- 
gether to the metaphysical or spiritual, aspect or 
realm of Nature. And this is so, notwithstanding 
they are, for the most part, embodied in terms that 
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stand for material objects and things^ inclusive of 
human bodies. 

It was necessary^ as already shown, for the teachers 
and writers of Life, of old, to speak of God as though 
"He" (i. e., IT) were a corporeal being, because of 
limitations of human thought and language, arising 
from the imperfectness of the organ of human thought 
and reason. 

Human thought is finite or limited thought — ^is 
more or less narrow-minded thought ; whereas Divine 
Thought is infinite or unlimited thought — ^is the fullest 
breadth of vision of thought. Human thought is de- 
rived through the medium of the five senses. As every- 
thing within the range of the five senses is bound and 
limited, as witness form, shape, size, weight, number, 
volume, duration, strength, quality and so forth; so 
every human thought, derived, as it is, from the im- 
pressions thereof upon the sensory nerves, is likeivise 
bound and limited in its nature. Therefore, as Man 
looks upon Life as a thing confined solely within his 
physical body, he has a very narrow and selfish sense 
of Being; so narrow and selfish as to be deluded by 
the falsity that he is a physical body. This erroneous 
view of Life is the cause and reason of his placing 
a higher value upon his body, upon the clothing of his 
body, and upon material wealth and property, than 
he does upon the very life which is really himself as 
well as the life of every other human being. Said 
Jesus to his disciples: "Therefore, I say unto you. 
Take no thought for your life, what ye shall cat; 
neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life 
is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 
♦ ♦ * If then God so clothe the grass, which is 



THE DOCTRINE OP JESUS CHRIST 45 

today in the field, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, 
how much more wiU he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
* * * But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; 
and all these things shall be added unto you/' 

The object of the Life teachers has ever been to 
teach men how to free themselves through the liberat- 
ing power of Infinite Truth from the fetters and chains 
of wrong-thinking, wrong-living and wrong-doing 
that they have blindly forged upon themselves. And 
notwithstanding these guides of Life and Light were 
compelled to resort to the use of material terms, in the 
teaching of spiritual things, their teaching^ are so 
divinely wrought in such terms, as to have infused 
in them the mystic power of giving a newer, higher 
and a better direction to human consciousness — a turn 
in the direction which is exactly opposite its finite or 
earthly and constrained status of limitation. 

The law of gravitation governs in the mental as well 
as in the physical plane of life. Thoughts, like things 
of a material nature, have specific gravity. The lower 
or more carnal the abiding thoughts of a person, the 
more earth-bound, the less free is he, than the person 
whose thoughts a:re of the highest and best order. 

Truth sets men free, while error of belief holds 
them firmly bound to earth, and makes them the play- 
things of blind forces and powers of material em- 
brasure. Or, as biblically expressed, "Bound to 
Satan," which words symbolize the binding quality 
of the earth, earthy status of existence. 

If, previous to the advent of Jesus, and if even at 
the time of and since his advent, the world had had 
a real knowledge of the nature, the power and the 
operation of the Creative Principle of Nature, instead 
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of a blind belief and superstitious faith in a personal 
God, and an imaginary place called heaven, it would 
have well understood Jesus and his doctrine. How 
anomalous the fact that after nearly nineteen hundred 
years of preaching, and several hundred years of bible 
study, the Church of Christ has remained as much in 
the dark as wer^ the Jews to whom Jesus spoke, re- 
garding his teachings, when right before the eyes of 
the exponents and followers of orthodox Christianity, 
the simple utterances set out near the head of the pres- 
ent chapter, as well as elsewhere in these writings, 
and throughout the New Testament, plainly show that 
Jesus spoke of and taught about the existence of the 
Divine Life Principle of Nature, and not a God like in 
form and shape unto a man — of a Divine Principle 
in him and in all mankind. "He that seeth me, seeth 
him that sent me," said he in these words, and in other 
words to this effect, on many occasions. 

The Great Exemplar well knew the secret of the 
unfoldment of human consciousness. Like all the 
philosophers that had preceded him, he was fully cog- 
nizant of the truth that there is a time for all things 
here below. And that as the human brain was under 
the same law of growth and development as the plant, 
the shrub and the tree, and their foliage and fruitage, 
there would come a time for a reception of the Truth 
of Life, in the natural course of events. As, in the 
course of Nature, a time of maturity arrives for the 
"full grain in the ear," so, likewise, in the course of 
Nature, a time of mental ripeness arrives for a full 
understanding of the Truth of Being. 

Knowing these secrets of Nature, he could well 
prophesy the time when it should be decreed by stem 
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necessity that the people must die to their lower selves, 
as the seed in the ground must die to its old condition 
before the plant or tree can come forth, in order to 
adjust and accommodate their lives to the new order 
of material environment created by invention and dis- 
covery in art and industry. 

As long as the people remain as they are, they will 
abide along like the grain of wheat that does not fall 
into the ground and die, and which, if it die, brings 
forth much fruit. "Verily, verily, I say unto you. Ex* 
cept a grain of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it ; and he that 
hateth his life in this world, shall keep it until life 
eternal." Not the physical world is here meant by 
Jesus to be hated, but the false human world that man, 
in his blindness, has, as it were, as a sub-creator, 
brought into manifestation. 

The higher a person rises in the scale of Being, the 
more difficult it is to understand him and for him to 
make himself understood. The reason of this is 
obvious. It is simply this: that he comes into the 
possession of unknown secrets of Life ; that is to say, 
unknown to all who have not as yet run the entire 
gamut of human experience in previous and existing 
incarnations. The higher things known to him are the 
rare treasures of heaven — ^treasured gems of thought 
that are his reward for having taken the pains to rise 
upward toward the heights of perfection. But he that 
takes the benefit must bear the burden ; so that with 
his reward comes a grave responsibility. He must bear 
the burden of imparting to the world, if not at the peril 
of his own life, at the peril of being socially ostracised. 
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truths of Life that are bejond the ken of cartial or 
finite understanding. And that the things taught by 
him should be preserved to the time and age when the 
spiritual archeologist should be enabled to unearth and 
expose them to the light, he must speak to his con- 
temporaries in unfathomable language, because of 
their inability to bear the truth in its naked form. 
Such has been the mission of Jesus the Christ on this 
earth. The spirit of his being is always with the 
world; for it is coeval and coexistent with the spirit 
of God. "And lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world," says he. And also said he : "Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them. 
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CHAPTER ni 



fniou art the Life within me^ 
Christ, thou King of Idngsi 
Then art thyself the answer 
To all my qnestlonings." 



''Call no man your father upon the earth ; for one la 
your Father, which is in heaven/' quoth Jesus. 

Living creature cannot create living creature, after 
its own kind, or otherwise. This is apodictical ; be- 
cause if the reverse were the truth, an earthly father 
would be both a creature and a creator, which is a self- 
evident impossibility. 

The Creative Principle of Nature cannot, and there- 
fore does not, delegate to any of its earthly creatures 
any part of its own essential power to create a living 
thing. If it could and were to do so, it would no longer 
be and remain the Absolute Entity that it is. "All 
things were made by Him ; and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.'' St. John, i : 3. 

Anciently, because of the false belief that a child 
derived its very life from the mere seed of its father, 
the Civil law, in some countries, clothed the , male 
parent of the offspring with the absolute right to de- 
prive it of its life, if he so saw fit to do. And so power- 
ful a hold has this false racial belief upon mankind, 
that even to the present day, the egoistic illusion still 
obtains that every child bom into the world derives its 
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life from the loins of its father. And this is so despite 
the fact that every day a large number of children 
come into the world against the very wish or desire 
of the father of any one of them. This erroneous con- 
ception of the origin and source of human life, Jesus 
ardently strove to correct with the truth. And as a 
reward for his pains, in the pursuit of this endeavor, 
he was mocked, despised, reviled, persecuted, and 
finally crucified. As a means to the ultimate accom- 
plishment of this supreme and exalted purpose, wisely 
he chose, and repeatedly he used, the word "Father," 
conjointly with the words, "which is in heaven." 

The real wizardy of Jesus is seen in the foregoing 
quotation, "Call no man your father upon the earth ; 
for one is your Father, which is in heaven," when the 
same is analyzed and interpreted in the light of Truth. 
By a single stroke of genius, this declaration is made 
to serve a four-fold purpose, which wilt now be ex- 
plained. 

Firstly. — It discloses the real origin and source of 
human life. 

Secondly. — It renounces the age-old false racial be- 
lief in the fleshly origin and source of human life. 

Thirdly. — It repudiates the time-worn tradition of 
patriarchal ancestor-worship; and, 

Fourthly. — It denounces the assumed right of vicari- 
ous atonement set up by the hierarchy, all in one and 
the same breath. 

Let us here see if this is not so, in the following^ 
words. 

Supposing Jesus to have merely said, "Call no man 
your father upon the earth," without having added to 
the uttexance the additional words, "For one is your 
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Father, which is in heaven/* The declaration, in that 
case, would have applied only to a renunciation of the 
tradition of patriarchal ancestor- worship and of the 
priestly assumption of divine authority already men- 
tioned. But with the addition of the remainder of the 
words, "for one is your Father, which is in heaven," we 
see, as already stated, that the utterance, thus com- 
plete, includes and implies (1) A repudiation of patri- 
archal ancestor- worship; (2) a disavowal of the 
priestly assumption of divine authority already alluded 
to ; (3) a denial of any creative power whatsoever abid- 
ing in and arising out of the flesh of man ; and, (4) a 
positive affirmation of the real, true, natural and only 
fountain-head of human life. 

The Master mind of the human race well knew that 
the above and other like sayings of his would, in the 
proper course of time, eventuate to banish from human 
consciousness the greatest of all its illusions — ^the false 
racial belief that Life is both in and of matter ; in other 
words, the false belief that Life is intermixed and in- 
termingles like blood, with the flesh composing the 
human body — ^the fallacy that human life is reproduced 
by the mere seminal substance of the flesh, which is 
itself but a production of the Creative Power, or 
Creator. Mankind has, in consequence of this long 
and dreary nightmare of camal-mindedness, been 
chained and shackled by the very narrow and confined 
conception of Life accompanying it ; and has also, as 
the result thereof, suffered, and is yet suffering, all 
sorts of trials and tribulations, miseries and woes. 

Plant a seed in the womb of Nature — ^the earth. 
What is the ultimate result of the operation that takes 
pbce? Eventually, tinder proper conditions^ iti due 
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course of time« a plant is ushered into existence. But 
do the seed and the ground, or either of them, in and of 
themselves, bring forth into manifestation this pro- 
duction? No, they do not; nor can they, or either of 
them, do so ; for to do so would be an act of creation 
upon their part. As the seed and the ground are but 
mere effects — mere results, production, creations, 
themselves — of the Creative Principle of Nature, they 
can, therefore, in and of themselves, do nothing; but, 
conversely, they are done unto by the Creative Power 
of Life. Mere material instruments in the hands of 
the Life Principle of Nature, the seed and mother- 
earth — ^neither of which having any life, intelligence, 
sensation or power to act, in and of themselves — can, 
in no wise, therefore, take any operative part in the 
creative process of transformation of the seed into the 
plant. And as with the seed and the ground, so with 
the piale seed and the female matrix of the human 
species — ^they, also, are mere material factors under the 
goverance and control of the Creative Principle of 
Nature ; having, in and of themselves^ no life, intelli-t 
gence, sensation, or power to act, they can, therefore^ 
in no wise, in and of themselves, take any operative 
part of transformation of the seed into human progeny^ 
While the process of procreation itself may be, and 
often is, by artificial means, aborted, yet the fact re- 
mains unshaken, that the implanted seed can, in nd 
wise, in and of itself, as a seed, nor can its matrix, in 
any wise, in and of itself, as a matrix, take any opera-i* 
tive part in the creative process of transformation of 
the seed into the production after its own kind. "It ia 
the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; 
the words that T speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
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they are life/' said Jesus. And he also said: ''I can 
of mine own self do nothing; as I hear I judge; and 
my judgment is just ; because I seek not mine own will, ' 
but the will of the Father which hath sent me/' 

Looking fore and aft, then, from the seed in the 
womb of Nature to the source whence it emanates, 
and thence to the ultimate outcome of that seed, we 
see, not a creator and a creature, but a creature plus a 
creature, both the creations of a universal Creator, or, 
"Father/* as Jesus, in appropriate picture-language, in 
his teachings, was wont to call IT. 

The only operating power plant inherent in the 
carnal nature of man is the power to apply and with- 
draw material objects and things. But included in 
that power is not the power to create a single living 
thing. A "hewer of wood and a drawer of water," man 
has not even the power to implant his own seed in the 
womb of his consort The ejection of the semen of 
the male and its injection into the female organ of 
reproduction, upon the consummation of the act of 
coition, is an operation, not at all of man, but entirely 
of the Creative Power of Nature. As in the mineral 
and vegetable kingdoms of Nature, so in the organic 
kingdom thereof, man, as the producer of an}rthing, 
acts but as a factor that is devoid of all creatability. 

The age-old illusion — ^the racial false belief — ^that 
man, in a parental capacity, as the father of offspring, 
is a sub-creator of his own kind ; the illusion that al- 
though God (which is the only Life there is), was the 
creator of man primarily, as when he made Adam and 
Eve (our supposedly first parents) mere man, ever 
since that time and event, has been a vicarious creator 
of his own kind by way of progeny — this subtle illusion 
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that has all along led to the false belief that there are 
two separate and distinct kinds of creation — ^two sepa-^ 
rate and distinct kinds of life — a present (so-called) 
material life, and a future (so-called, because purely 
imaginary) spiritual life, and that, therefore, hides 
from ''the children of men'' the natural fact that they 
are absolutely the children of God — this hoary illusion 
holds man continually amenable to all that is expressed 
and implied in and by the Divine sentence of condem- 
nation, "in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread," 
whilst such materialistic conceit remains gprounded in 
human consciousness. Freed by the natural truth that 
not man at all, but God only, is his real and true 
creator, the divinely renewed or spiritually f ebom man 
— ^the natural Son of God — knows no father or mother, 
in any creative sense, and no brethren, as springing 
from them, in any such sense. Jesus once said, in the 
presence of a multitude of people, when it was an- 
nounced that his mother and his brethren stood with* 
out, desiring to see him, ''My mother and my brethren 
are they which hear the word of God, and do it." 
"For whosoever will do the will of my Father ^ich 
is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother." 

This false racial belief that man, as the father of off- 
spring, is the fleshly creator of his own kind, is ac- 
countable for man's perverted and inverted conception 
and consciousness of life. True to this false sense of 
life, man, without thought or reason (because blindly 
and implicitly), believes that his life is what it really 
is not (that is to say, believes that his life is 
material) ; believes that his life is altogether where 
it is not (that is to say, believes that his life is 
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altogether confined within his physical body): and 
therefore thinks and believes that he is what he really 
is not— a physical or material body. By blindly mag- 
nifying the physical aspect of his nature, his material 
consciousness has but a minified conception of the 
spiritual reality of his being. Living in this lower pole 
of thought, he makes his residence the animalistic 
plane of being, which withholds his entry into the 
supernal realm of Life, called the kingdom of heaven, 
wherein he may dwell eternally with the actual God 
of the living. "God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living," said Jesus to the Jews, in speaking of the 
resurrection of the dead unto Life. 

As the result of man's blind assumption of self- 
creative power, the I AM THAT I AM of the Uni- 
verse (compared to which man is as nothing, and with- 
out whose everlasting presence and power man could 
not be), the real and only Origin and Source of man's 
very Being, from whose guidance and protection he is 
turned away and gone astray on a selfish pilgrimage of 
his own, holds him, as a selfish unit, individually re- 
sponsible and accountable for the blameworthy man- 
ner of his living during his earthly career. "Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." Notwith- 
standing this, however, the Creator of Life, father- 
like, like the good, kind and forgiving old father in the 
parable of the prodigal son, is ever ready to take man 
back again into his house, provided he returns in a 
spirit of humility. "Come unto Me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest" 

From out of the illusion that self-creative power is 
inherent in man — that Life is both in and of the sub- 
stance of the body — shaving sprung, as already noted, 
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the illusion of a present material life and a future 
spiritual life, the illusive notion of a Hereafter has also 
come. The real meaning of the word "hereafter" is 
simply afterwards here^ in point of time and place, 
and not afterwards anywhere else, as in some fancied 
region of the skies. Here does not imply there in any 
sense of the word. The word has direct reference to 
the resurrection of life here on earth through the 
quickening power of the Spirit of Life, to become 
manifest in those that have done good, — ^the meek and 
lowly in spirit that shall inherit the earth. "Blessed 
are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth." "Mar- 
vel not at this ; for the hour is coming in the which all 
that are in the graves (all that are unalive to the real- 
ity of Life) shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec- 
tion of damnation," said Jesus. 

In the mystical allegory of the creation of man, Je- 
hovah God is represented as having driven Adam and 
Eve out of the garden of Eden for disobedience to the 
divine command: "Of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof, thou shall surely die." 

The literal acceptance of this mythical story is re- 
sponsible for the notion that God, or Life, because of 
this act of disobedience, and as a penalty therefor, has 
forever abandoned man and woman kind on this earth, 
so that they could never return to a paradisiacal 
status of existence. On the contrary, God, or Spirit, 
being ever present Life, never can forsake, and hence 
never has forsaken, man and woman kind. As a mat- 
ter of fact, it is man — mankind and womankind — ^ma- 
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terial-minded human beings — ^that, in their blindness 
to the Light of Truth, have forsaken God, in the cre- 
ation of an artificial world of the flesh and of the devil. 
Through the false idea of sub-creation, carnal- 
minded man has blindly so magnified the bodily aspect 
of hi$ nature, that not only has he fashioned after his 
own corporeal form and shape and worshipped as 
gods, graven images and idols, but he has even gone 
the leng^ of worshipping an idolistic metaphysical 
god (a spiritual god), like, in form and shape, and 
other human characteristics, unto his own vainglo- 
rious self. And because of this perverted sense of 
self and of Life, he is self-limited, self-punished, and 
self-destroyed. "Thou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore me," says heavenly Reality to earthly unreality 
of Life. 

In his unregenerate status of being, according to 
Jesus and the Truth he taught, man yet remains to 
be really and naturally exalted. But this he cannot 
and will not be, unless and until he humbles and 
makes himself acceptable unto God. "Whosoever 
shall exalt himself shall be abased ; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted," said he. 

Man must needs look within, and not without him- 
self, for the God-life, the God-love, and the God-light, 
whence he is now, in his blindness, self-estranged, and 
thus seek salvation through self-perfection; and then 
will follow real self-preservation. "Every one that 
is perfect shall be as his master," spoke the viceger- 
ent of Life, of Love and of Truth. And he also said, 
"As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." The word 
heart, as here used by Jesus, has reference to the very 
core or center of man's daily active conscious nature. 
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and not at all to the anatomical heart in his physical 

structure. 

The more man glorifies himself, the less real and 
lasting help and protection does he receive, right here 
and now, from the Almighty God-Power of Nature. 
This is so, because his blind, Adamic, selfish sense of 
self precludes him from consciously recognizing, and 
hence, in a very great measure, shuts out from him, 
the Divine influx of "the more abundant life,'' that 
Jesus came to prepare him for. "And ye will not 
come to Me that ye might have life," said the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, to the wayward in error daily 
tending earthward, through sin, unto death and the 
grave. 

Man's imaginary usurpation of a Power, to which 
he ever is and ever has been subject and subordinate 
as a living creature, has brought him, at last, to a 
state of subjectivity to a great variety of conditions 
and circumstances, over which he has now, in his 
unregenerate status of being, no earthly control. By 
the stem and relentless decree of Necessity, he is fin- 
ally in preparation of being brought to the feet of 
God, in his ever-increasiqg weak and hapless status 
of present existence. Conversion is his only salva- 
tion — ^his only escape from a veritable hell on earth 
resident in his own vicious and evilly-selfish nature. 

As taught by Jesus, the way to salvation, through 
conversion, is a purely natural, and not at all a super- 
natural process of self-preservation. Conversion is a 
naturally necessary change from an erroneous sense 
of self and understanding of Being to the true spiri- 
tual sense of self and understanding of Being. With 
it comes a conscious recognition of the spirituality of 
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Life, which is the converse of the false belief in the 
materiality of Life. That is not really Spiritual, 
which is not Divinely natural, and that is not Di- 
vinely natural which is supernatural. As Spirit is 
the Life Element of Nature, it follows that that which 
is spiritual must and does of necessity partake of the 
very nature, power and essence of this supremely 
natural element of being. Hence, the corollary fol- 
lows, that which is supernatural is not at all spiri- 
tual, because it is not at all natural. As nothing can 
exist and be either above or below Nature, in the sense 
of being outside of the realm of Nature, it follows 
that all supernatural religious belief and sentiment 
is superstitiousness. There are things super-mate- 
rial, but not supernatural; and Life, Spirit, Truth, 
Love and Mind are some of them. Life, or Spirit, is 
super-material, because Matter, its unliving antithe- 
sis, is always and unchangeably beneath and below, 
it, in point of supremacy, freedom and power. Mind, 
as has just been stated, is another thing that is super- 
material, yet none the less natural The super-mate- 
rial is the spiritual reality and the sub-spiritual the 
material unreality of Life, of self and of conscious- 
ness. The five senses and all the faculties of the 
mind, in their unperverted state of activity, are alto- 
gether super-material, although the organs through 
which they function are absolutely material in nature 
and substance. Any human miiid that seeks real 
life, Truth and Wisdom beyond the realm of Nature, 
or else merely in the domain of matter, finds not that 
for which it seeks ; but, instead thereof, finds illusion 
and confusion. For the reason that comparatively 
few persons are possessed of the true sense of self and 
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real knowledge of life, or of God, the human-artifi- 
cial, or man-made world is in the deplorable condition 
now extant. Says the inspired bard, Robert Bumsi 
in the Scotch dialect of his age: 

^0 wad some power the ^ftie file tis. 
To see oursels as itbers see us; 
T wad from many a blunder free us. 
And foolish notion." 

Man, in his, as yet, imperfect status of self-develop- 
ment, and as Jesus saw and knew him, is collectively 
like so many fertilized eggs remaining to be 
br is like so many fertilized eggs remaining to be 
hatched and alchemized by Nature and transmuted 
into ^ higher and freer condition of Life. As within 
the fertilized egg is a potential chick, which can- 
not become actualized as such 4intil certain natural 
requirements are complied with, so within Man» 
in his present state of unfoldment, -is a po- 
tential Son of God, which cannot and will not 
become actualized in the flesh as such, unless 
and until the natural requirements involved in the 
Christ doctrine of Life are fully complied with. Let 
us repeat the following wonderful sayings of Jesus : 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you. Except a grain of wheat 
fall into the earth and die, it abideth alone; but if it 
die, it bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his 
life shall lose it ; and he that hateth his life in this world 
(the artificial human, or man-made world) shall keep 
it unto life everlasting/' And he also said, "Ask, and 
it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that 
asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened." 
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It is quite a noticeable fact, throughout the teachings 
of Jesus, that whenever he speaks of everlasting life^ 
he speaks of it not in any future tense and sense, but 
in an ever-present tense and sense. He does not, for 
instance, say: "He that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth in him that sent me (shall have, or will have) 
everlasting life," but 'liath (has now, not will have in 
the future) everlasting life'' ; and finishes by saying : 
"and shall not come into condemnation, but is (is now, 
not will be) passed from death unto life," implying 
that he regarded mortal, unregenerate man as dead 
unto the reality of Life. And it will be remembered 
what his answer was to the scribes and Pharisees, who 
demanded to know when the kingdom of Grod should 
come (an answer that puts to flight all supernatural- 
ism and superstitiousness respecting his doctrine). 
For here are the words themselves : "The kingdom of 
Crod cometh not with observation: neither shall they 
say, Lo here ! or, lo there ! for behold, the kingdom of 
Crod is within you." From all this it is plainly to be 
seen how emphatically and unmistakably Jesus strove 
to instill into the minds of his fellow-men the living 
supreme naturalness of his doctrine. And it is also 
clearly to be seen, that although his doctrine has direct 
reference to the super-material element of Nature, 
called God, Life, or Spirit, it is, in no wise supernatu- 
ral, any more than it is sub-natural, or sub-spiritual, 
as materialism is. It has, it is true, the appearance, in 
word and expression, of supematuralness to the sub- 
spiritual consciousness of life inherent in carnal-sensed 
man. But this does not, in reality and in truth, make 
it so. Camel-sensed man passes his time here on earth 
under the supposition that there is in his physical body 
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a certain separate and distinct kind of life, and that 
any other kind of life livable can only be a future one, 
in point of time, and a supernatural one, in point of 
place. Confused in thought as to what he really is, 
camel-sensed man thinks both that He is and that he 
has a material body. It is this dual sense of self that 
engenders what Paul calls, '^Confusion worse con- 
founded." 

A man's body is his to possess and control ; but he, 
jhimself, is not a body to possess and control. Indeed, 
how could it, in the nature of things, be that he is his 
own body, and yet possesses that self-same body? This 
erroneous body-consciousness of life is the origin and 
cause of all confusion of thought, and of the separate 
sense of self out of which arises and is kept alive the 
gross spirit of selfishness. 

The more animalistic the sense of self is in man, 
the more evil and wicked he is, and the more miserable 
he is within himself. ''That which cometh out of the 
man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of 
the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wicked- 
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness. All these things come from within, 
|tnd defile the man.'* 

A man in this gross and sodden condition of being 
is prone to view the uplifting doctrine of Jesus in an 
absolutely false light, and so is apt to regard it as non- 
sensical because to his perverted sense of being it ap- 
pears baseless and supernatural. Some things are not 
what they seem to the sub-spiritual consciousness of 
life inherent in carnal-sensed man. 

Man, in his unregenerate status of being, knows 
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not whence he really came ; knows not what he really 
is, and knows not whither he goeth. Said Jesus unto 
the people: "Yet a little while and the light is with 
you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come 
upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth 
not whither he goeth." Being out of tune with the 
Infinite Life Principle of Nature, and out of harmony 
with his fellow-man, unregenerate man is full of dis- 
cord and mental distraction, and hence full of trouble. 
As Job significantly puts it : "Man that is bom of a 
woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh 
forth like a flower, and is cut down." 

As God may be described as the center and circum- 
ference of all Creation, the farther away a man is 
from God, in consciousness, the farther away he is from 
the very center and circumference of himself. "I and 
my Father are one," said he who was the wisest and 
most scientific man that ever trod this globe. Hence, 
to reach the very core and be within the circumfer- 
ence of Life, one must needs get right with God. This, 
in turn, makes him right with himself; right with his 
fellow-man, and right with all Creation. "To thine 
own self be true ; and it must follow, as the night the 
day, that thou canst not then be false to any man," 
says the immortal bard, Shakespeare. 

Like the deluded Ponce de Leon that we read of in 
history, who spent his life in the fruitless search of 
a Fountain of Youth in external Nature, unregenerate 
man, likewise, has been deludedly looking for ever- 
Listing happiness, joy, peace and comfort in the quest 
for external treasure and pleasure. It is not in the 
externality, but in the intemality of Nature — in the 
Soul, the very Life Spring of Nature — ^that real and 
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genuine and lasting happiness, real and genuine and 
lasting joy, peace, pleasure and comfort are to be 
found. "Seek ye the kingdom of Grod; and all these 
things shall be added unto you." "The things which 
are impossible with men are possible with God." 

Great has been the material advancement of the 
human race. But, alas I small, indeed, in comparison 
therewith, has been its real and genuine, its truly natu- 
ral, spiritual advancement. If the latter phase of 
human progression had kept even pace with the for- 
mer, the world would not be in the deplorable, devilish, 
war-torn, and otherwise miserable and troublous con- 
dition in which it is at the present time. What was 
true of olden time is recurred as true today, namely : 

'This people's heart is waxed cold, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time 
they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, and should be converted* 
and I should heal them." 

To be healed of its manifold afflictions, the race has 
got to rise out of its present earth-bound aspect of 
conscious existence and into the Spirit-free-conscious- 
ness of reality. It has got to reverse its present false 
attitude toward wealth and other things of a mate- 
rial nature. 

World conditions will never undergo a permanent 
chajige for the better, until the people of the world 
themselves undergo a permanent change for the better. 
There can and will be no enduring health, wealth, 
happiness and success; no real and permanent peace 
on earth; no universal good-will on earth, unless and 
until the people themselves experience a radical change 
bf heart, and work each and all together upon the prin- 
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ciple of each for All and All for each. The rule of 
gold must be made to yield to the Golden Rule of Life. 
"All things work together for good to him who loves 
God." Conversely to this Law of Life, All things 
work apart for evil from him who loves not God, but 
Mammon. As no man has within himself the power 
to give life, he has therefore no natural right to take 
the life of another. And what is true of an individual 
life, stands true as to a nation of individuals. The 
scriptural commandment, "Thou shalt not kill," ap- 
plies, with equal force and effect, to each and every 
nation upon the earth, and to society as a whole, as 
well as to each and every member composing the same, 
including all rulers and potentates. If the spirit of 
Christian fortitude had been alive in the breasts of 
all the soldiers of the powers that were recently at 
war in Europe, at its very inception, the war would 
have automatically come to a sudden halt as if by 
magic, and swords would have been melted into 
ploughshares and spears beaten into pruning-hooks. 
War is the extemalization of pre-existing war-like 
thoughts in the people in general, bom of hatred, greed, 
malice, envy, jealousy, deceit, fear, lust for power, lu$t 
for riches, and all other lusts. Thoughts deeply im- 
planted in the minds of men, are like implanted seeds 
that bring forth fruit after their own kind. ''A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit" 

''A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some 
feU by the wayside; and it was trodden down, and the fowls 
of the air devoured it 

^And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was spnms 
up, It withered awaj, because it lacked moisture. 
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''And some fell nmxmg thonui; and the tlionui sprang up ) 
with it, and choked it 

"And others fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare 
fruit an hundredfold. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

"And his disciples asked him, saying. What might this parar 
blebe? 

"And he said. Unto you it is given to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that see- 
ing, they might not see, and hearing they might not under* 
stand. 

"Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of Qod. 
Those by the wayside are those that hear; then cometh the 
devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be saved. 

"They on the rock are theyt which, when they hear, receive 
the word with Joy; and these have no root, which for a while 
believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 

"And that which fell among the thorns are they, which, 
when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares 
and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit 
to perfection. 

"But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest 
and good heart, having heard the word, keep If^ and bring 
forth fruit with patience. 

"No man, when he hath lighteth a candle, covereth it with 
a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candle- 
stick, that they which enter may see the light. 

"For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; 
neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come 
abroad. 

"Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, 
to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him 
shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have." 
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CHAPTER IV 



"Van's tnlminanity to man makes eoantless fkovsaads 



The recent world war evinces at least four things. 
The first is that no human theory, philosophy, or or- 
ganized system of propaganda for the amelioration of 
social, economic, political or other human conditions 
has been sufficient or able to save the world from deso- 
lation and destruction. The second is, that man has 
not yet reached the high stage of civilization that be 
has imagined himself to have attained to. The third 
is, that orthodox religion, with its fanciful concepts 
f the Deity and of the Devil, of Heaven and of Hell, 
in all the centuries that it has had full play upon the 
Imagination of its followers, has failed to even palliate, 
let alone eliminate, the primitive fighting and warring 
spirit resident in the animal nature of man. And the 
fourth thing that the late war evinces is, that Chris- 
tianity, in reality, has never yet been tried, because it 
has neither been understood nor followed as taught 
and directed by the teachings of the Master. Notwith- 
standing Jesus said in the following emphatic utter- 
ance, ^'I am the light of the world : he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life," men everywhere, to-day, are groping in dark- 
ness, many legions of whom are asking for an incen- 
tive to life. 
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The writer, as far back as thirty years ago, foresaw 
the oncoming of a portentous world war, and delivered 
himself of this prophecy to many persons with whom, 
during that interim, he happened to come in contact. 
For quite a number of years of this time, and until 
the advent of the various wonderful and useful inven-^ 
tions and discoveries of recent years, he was listenec) 
to with respect and consideration. But since these 
advancements in the material domain of Nature be- 
came an actuality, and until the time of the brealdng 
out of the late war, most of his more recent auditors 
nursed the illusion that swords were soon to be beaten 
into ploughshares and spears into pruning-hooks, and 
that war would be no more. Often, therefore, latterly, 
he was told by many such of his hearers, in plain and 
vigorous language, that he was not aware of what 
he was talking about ; that it was ridiculous to think 
of such a thing as a great war ever again taking place 
in the world; that the day of warring on a gigantic 
scale had forever passed into oblivion. And then the 
speaker would run over the names of some of the 
most important inventions and discoveries of modem 
times, such as the electric light, the telephone, wire* 
less telegraphy, motor-driven machines and vehicles, 
and such like things that have brought the world 
up to a very high state of material advancement, to 
prove, as he (the speaker) thought, his contention that 
man had already advanced to far too high a state of 
civilization to ever again go to war on a huge scale, — •' 
as if things and powers external to man's life and 
character possessed the magic power of making him 
a much higher and better creature than he has ever yet 
made himself. 



THB DOCTRINB OF JB8U8 CHRIST 69 

t 

The existence, possession, use and application of all 
these utilities (including that highly idolized utility, 
intimately known as Money, that man, by worship- 
ping, has made himself a slave of) and of all other util- 
ities and of things of personal adornment, no more 
effect to raise, in the scale of being, the standard of 
the life and character of a single person, than do the 
light and heat of the sun, or the beams of the moon, 
effect to bring about the elevation of his life and char- 
acter. From a character standpoint, a man will for- 
ever be what he makes himself, and no accession or ac- 
quisition from without him can make him a whit bet- 
ter man than he is and was prior to the time the 
same came into existence. 

Life and character are not component parts of mate- 
rial things. They belong exclusively to the metaphjrs- 
ical or spiritual domain of Nature. 

Far from heightening the lives and characters of 
persons, the advent and use of these beneficial produc- 
tions of the human mind, has had, rather an opposite 
psychological effect on their lives and characters. The 
phychological product resulting from their coming 
into vogue has been self-inflation — ^the spirit of 
mortal pride. This is self-exaltation, whidi tends 
to the abasement of men's lives and characters, as it is 
but a false heightening of the same. "Whosoever ex- 
alteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted,'' taught the great Life teacher 
of Nature. Vaingloriousness of character arises from 
the false attitude of superiority one assumes touching 
the possession and command of these things of mere 
convenience, comfort and expediency. Things man- 
made can, in no wise, be the makers of men or of 
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womankind. Puffed and swollen up with false pride, 
persons learh later on in their lives that they are un- 
equal to unforeseen obstacles and emergencies that 
arise as insurmountable barriers to bar the further 
progress of this unreal mode of living, of moving, and 
of having their being* They eventually meet with re- 
verses of some sort that bring about a sudden change 
of circumstances that humbles the false spirit of pride 
set up by them because of the possession of wealth 
and riches, and of accessories to mere physical ease 
and comfort. A poet has truly said that "Pride goeth 
before a fall." The law of gravity, which always tends 
things toward the center of the earth, obtains in the 
world of carnal and materialistic thought, as well as 
in the physical world of natural fact. Physics and 
materialism, therefore, are each under the government 
of the same law of Nature. An Irish wit once lived 
who was wont to say, "A bird may fly iver so high, 
but it must come down to earth again." God is not a 
respecter of persons, nor of pride of wealth, nor of 
ostentatiousness of any kind. 

Looking at things in a false light naturally leads 
to the living of a false life. Into such a life is emptied 
the contents of a Pandora's box full of troubles. It 
is filled with fears and doubts, worries and anxieties, 
vexations and perplexities, trials and tribulations, mis- 
eries and woes, each and all of which are unnatural. 
Jesus undoubtedly had fully in mind this truth when 

he said : 

«^ake no thought of your life, what ye shall eat; neither 
for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than 
meat, and the body is more than raiment * * * But 
rather seek ye the kingdom of God, and all these thin^ 
^hall be added unto you." 
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The kingdom of God is the realm of Supreme In- 
telligence, and of the All Goodness and of the Al- 
tnightiness of Power in Nature, that, when entered 
into by man, through placing himself in harmonious 
relationship with the same, begets in him a very much 
higher, grander and more glorious conception and con- 
sciousness of Life, than he, in his present unregenerate 
status of existence, has any cognizance of. 

Considered from highest to lowest, there are three 
grades of human life and character, — the regenerate, 
the unregenerate, and the degenerate. The regenerate 
is to the unregenerate, in an ascending scale of being, 
as the unregenerate is to the degenerate man. The 
object of the teachings of Jesus is to show man, the 
unregenerate, and also the degenerate, the way to rise, 
naturally, peacefully and progressively, to the perfect 
or regenerate fullness of life and consciousness. 

In his as yet unregenerate status of being, man, 
as a self-seeker (the' opposite of a self-master), is in 
the grip of evil and destructive forces arising out of 
causes set in motion by himself; and because he is so 
well satisfied with himself as a body-conscious egoist, 
he does not seek the Light of Life that would free him 
from their corrupting and self-destro)ring effect. As 
seen through the eyes of the Qirist-consciousness, un- 
regenerate man is an unwhole or incomplete con- 
scious being. In biblical language he is denominated 
as unholy; which means, interpreted in terms of mental 
science, that his thought-nature is lacking in whole- 
someness* like a vessel of pure water adulterated with 
noxious fluids, his mind is adulterated with impure 
and unclean thoughts. Therefore, he is not naturally 
whole or healed. in mind and in body. This being the 
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case, unregenerate man does not fully, truly and com- 
pletely embody the virtues that actualize the spirit of 
righteousness. On this account, peace on earth and 
good-will toward all mankind is kept postponed from 
the world. The real and natural love of God and love 
for his fellow-man is not in him; therefore, he does 
not love his neighbor as himself; and as he does not 
love his neighbor as himself, he does not do unto 
others as he would that others should do unto him.* 
Neither does the real and natural love of Truth abide 
in unregenerate man. When Jesus said unto the Jews, 
''Ye do the deeds of your father," and they replied, 
'•We have one father, even God," he retorted, "If God 
were your Father, ye would love me : for I proceeded 
forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, 
but he sent me. * * * Ye are of your father the 
devil; and the lusts of your father you will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in 
the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a 
liar and the father of it" And to unregenerate man 
Jesus also declared : "Ye must be bom again" ; mean- 
ing thereby, not a mere moral or religious rebirth, or 
conversion, as the orthodox Christian church has all 
along taught, but a rebirth of the entire man — a re- 
newing of the consciousness, and, concomitantly, a 
renewal of the physical body. Indeed, there can be no 
complete spiritual regeneration without it is accom- 
panied by a bodily regeneration. The one is a corol- 
lary of the other. "By their fruits ye shall know 
them." 

As long as man is content to remain unregenerate 
tiiere will be wars, pestilences and famines^ and every 
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other tribulation of a lesser nature. As Job plainly 
puts it, "Man that is bom of a woman is of few days 
and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower and 
is cut down/' 

The regenerate man is a truly natural — a naturally 
true — ^man ; while the unregenerate man is not a truly 
natural — ^a naturally true — man. The former has a 
conscious recognition of the true origin and source 
of his being, which is God, or Spirit, the Life Principle 
of Nature. The latter exists under the illusion that 
he has proceeded forth and come from a material or 
fleshly origin and source of being. The former, ac* 
cording to the sublime figure used by Jesus, is a Son 
of God; the latter, a son of man only. The Son of 
God is possessed of "the mind" which was also "in 
Christ Jesus," as Paul has so aptly put it ; which is to 
say, is possessed of a perfect consciousness. 

The son of man lives — the children of men live — ^in 
an imperfect state of conscious development. Mere 
children of men are, therefore, one-sided — are sided on 
the side of self ; are biased and prejudiced, and full of 
preconceived ideas, erroneous beliefs and opinions, and 
which, although mere second-hand notions, they never- 
theless regard and pride as their very own. When 
Thomas Paine, the g^eat reformer and Deist said, 
**The world is my country ; to do good is my religion," 
he uttered a basic Christian truth, without having 
consciously recognized it as such. He was really a 
Son of God in process of development, without hav- 
ing been aware of the fact 

Follow the Christ doctrine "&om premise to con- 
clusion, and you will find in it an entire reversal of 
the old and cold erroneous materialistic conception of 
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self and of life, by and through which selfish individual- 
ism has existed as a living human curse. 

While the doctrine of Jesus calls the world to ac- 
count for the error of its way, it in no wise con- 
demns the world; for, according to it, the world is 
already condemned. The doctrine very plainly states 
this fact in the following words: "He that believeth 
on him (on the Son of God) is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not, is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But 
he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, that they are wrought in 
God." 

It is thus seen that Jesus came, not to call men down, 
but to call them up out of their shell-encased, dark, 
cold, hard and evil status of conscious existence. ''And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me," said he; and he also said, in this regard, 
**Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of 
this world ; I am not of this world," meaning by the 
word "world" the evil and wicked unhumanistic, or 
man-made world, and not the natural world that Grod 
has ordained that man must place himself in harmony 
with, ere he can gain freedom from the dire conse- 
quences of his own sinful and self-destructive nature. 

When one shows the way to another to the Truth 
of Life (as Jesus clearly did) and that other follows 
in the footsteps of that one, the other will not and 
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"shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life/' simply and naturally because he will no longer 
be walking in darkness whilst he has the light of life. 

To tell a man the God's truth that he is living below 
the status of life to which he must, through great 
tribulation, blindly rise, and then to show him the 
only way by which he can (if he will) obviate such 
tribulation in making the rise, is not to condemn that 
man. For this good and noble cause came Jesus, and 
not for to condemn. Indeed, how could one be the 
Savior of the world, whilst also being a condemner of 
the world? Obviously, one whose mission it is to 
save others' lives, cannot save such other lives whilst 
also condemning them. It would be altogether out 
of the nature of things for him to do so. To show a 
man the way to properly build up his character to a 
state of perfection, as Jesus has so well done, is to 
render that man the greatest possible service. "He 
who is greatest among you shall be your servant," 
said he to his students and followers. When one 
shows a man how he can redeem himself, that act 
is as much an act the very opposite of an act of con- 
demnation, as is the act of advancing money to an- 
other gratuitously, with which he may redeem his 
property from foreclosure. Condemning the devil in 
man is not condemning man, any more than condemn- 
ing a man's dilapidated house is condemning the man 
himself. 

As are the people, in any period of time, so will be 
the external conditions of the human world. If the 
basilar, or self-seeking, passions and qualities are in 
the ascendency in man, at any given time, outward con- 
ditions of life will become externalized and react upon 
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man as though His Satanic Majesty were alive and 
busy at the fiery furnace and heaping red-hot coals 
upon man's head; because these very passions and 
qualities of character, exercised to excess, create the 
works of the Devil. On the other hand, if the higher, 
or All-inclusive (Inclusive of All others, as well as 
inclusive of self), powers and attributes of man's 
thought-nature, are in the ascendency at any given 
time, outward conditions of life will become external- 
ized and react upon mankind as though the Prince of 
Peace were actually living in the midst of all the peo- 
ple on earth ; because these very powers and attributes 
of man's thought-nature create God-like conditions 
while they are working, ^^^dge not, and ye shall not 
be judged; condemn not, and yet shall not be con- 
demned; forgive, and ye shall be forgiven. Give, and 
it shall be given unto you ; full measure, pressed down, 
and shaken together, and running over, shall men g^ve 
into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye 
meet, withal it shall be measured to you again.** 

There is in Nature only one kind of darkness; but 
there are therein two kinds of light, not to mention 
the artificial light of human production. There is phys- 
ical darkness, and there are physical light and ^>iritual 
light in Nature. In Nature, therefore, is to be found 
nowhere the darkness of ignorance resident, as it were, 
in the undeveloped mind of man. It does not exist 
outside of him ; for, as already stated, it is not a thing 
of Nature. It is, therefore, altogether within himself. 
''Within thyself deliverance must be found ; each man 
prison makes." Learn a lesson in Life and real 
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Freedom from the foUowiiig paradoxical poem of Rob- 
ert Lovelace : 

stone walls do not a prison make. 

Nor iron bars a cage; 
Minds innocent and quiet take 

That for an hermitage. 
If I have freedom in my love. 

And in my soul am free — 
Angels alone, that soar abore. 

Enjoy such liberty. 

Pliysical darkness, as all must know, is absolutely 
natural. But the darkness of ignorance is altogether 
unnaturaL It is a thing that is cast out of men's mental 
natures, in proportion as they turn their faces toward 
the Light of Life and come to know the Truth. Con- 
versely, it is an illusion of mortal sense that is retained 
and entertained, by carnal-sensed man, as though it 
had a very natural existence, as long as he keeps his 
face turned away from the, Light of Life, and does 
not concern himself with a desire of knowing the 
Truth. Concernment leads to discernment of Truth, 
as the day follows the night. Said the Life teacher 
unto the people: "Yet a little while and the light is 
with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness 
come upon you : for he that walketh in darkness know- 
eth not whither he goeth." 

Light and darkness are antitheses that the Life 
teachers of the past have made most liberal use of in 
depicting the absence of the light of Life and the pres- 
ence of darkness due to the absence of the light of 
Life in men. 

Natural light is always preferable to natural dark- 
ness : because, in such light, men can clearly not only 
see to do things aright, but can as well avoid coming 
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in contact with any dangerous obstacle that may lie 
in the pathway of their physical bodies. Spiritual light 
is, for the same reason, preferable to the darkness 
which is ignorance of the spiritual reality of being: 
because, in such light, men can clearly not only see 
to do things aright, but can as well avoid coming in 
contact with any dangerous pitfalls that may be in 
the pathways of their very lives. Spiritual light, there- 
fore, is something that, all men should devoutly seek 
for, as it is the real alchemist of life. "In Him was 
Life ; and the Uf e was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended 
it not." 

The presence of light is the absence of darkness, 
while the presence of darkness is the absence of light, 
whether light is considered in a physical sense or in a 
spiritual sense as the light of Life. Light is a thing 
of reality. It is substance; while darkness is but 
shadow. And so is spiritual Life like Light, — a thing 
of reality, wherein is not "shadow cast by turning." 
The miscalled life in and of the human physical body 
is but a commixture of vital heat and power of a mere 
organic nature, and is common to all vertebrates in the 
animal kingdom of Nature. It is a manifestation of 
forces having in and of themselves no intellig^bleness. 
A man whose conception of Life is no higher than the 
body-conscious sense thereof, if he is wise at all, is 
wise in his own conceit. He may be very learned in 
somethings; he may be an observant student of the 
material facts of Nature ; but without he is also versed 
in the spiritual facts of Life existent in Nature, he 
has no conscious recognition of the line of demarca- 
tion that differentiates the spiritual kingdom from the 
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lower or material kingdoms of Nature,-tfor Spirit and 
Matter are, respectively, the essential and the substan- 
tial coexistent opposites of one stupendous whole. 
Complimentary coeval parts, they both together con- 
stitute the entirety of Nature. Nature, therefore, is a 
componency of both the spiritual and material univer- 
sal elements of reality and actuality. Therefore, Na- 
ture is hot, of itself, merely a thing of matter, nor is 
it, of itself, merely a thing of spirit, as materialists, 
on the one hand, and spiritualists, on the other, dream 
it to be. "There are more things in heaven and in 
earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in our philosophy," 
quoth Shakespeare in his immortal play of Hamlet. 

Spirit is Absolute Reality and Matter is Relative 
Substantiality. Spirit is absolutely immutable and in- 
destructible in its nature and character ; while Matter, 
although it is absolutely mutable, is likewise absolutely 
indestructible in its nature and substance. As truly 
stated in the Scriptures, Spirit is "the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever." Therefore, as Spirit is abso- 
lutely unchangeable, it could never have proceeded out 
of Matter, according to the doctrine of materialism. 
And as Matter is itself indestructible, it could never 
have proceeded out of Spirit, according to the doctrines 
of spiritualism. Spirit is the potter, and matter the 
clay in the hands of the potter. Spirit is the moulder 
of the clay; while matter is the unsentient clay 
nu)ulded by the Infinite Moulder. 

Alexander Pope was a great poet ; and it is said of 
great poets that sometimes they come dangerously 
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near the tnitlt But when he penned the following 
lines: 

''All are but parts of one Btopendons wliole; 
Whose body nature Is and God tbe sooL" 

he did not express an absolute truth. It was but a 
relative or unwhole truth that he put into the form of 
words. If, for insance, he had written in the second 
line of his essay, ''whose body matter is, and God the 
soul/' instead of the words ''Whose body nature is, 
and God the soul/' he would have stated a scientific 
truth. 

The writer is reminded of some remarks that ap- 
peared some years ago in a monthly periodical de- 
voted to the interest and study of human nature. The 
editor of that monthly, in a moment of hasty impulse, 
unreasonably criticised this saying, "As a man think- 
eth in his heart, so is he," of the master mind of the 
human race. Here is what the man of words and 
thoughts wrote concerning this scientific statement of 

truth. 

"As a man thinketh in bis heart* so is he." What nonseuM 
is this! There 1b more poetry than sense in this sayinsr. How 
can a man think with his lieart? He can only think with 
his brain. The brain is the organ of the mind; the heart 
is not 

If he had t)een a little more patient and observant, 
and less hasty and impulsive, he would have noted 
that the Master said not "As a man thinketh with his 
heart, so is he /' but, "As a man thinketh in his heart» 
so is he," — ^in the innermost center of himself. 

As in the geographical division of the physical world 
into two great parts — the one known as the Eastern 
and the other as the Western hemisphere; so in the 
psychological division of the human mental world, we 
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have what may be fittingly described as the Eastern, 
or Oriental, and the Western, or Occidental, half- 
spheres of thought and consciousness. This two-fold 
division of thought and consciousness manifests as 
two opposite and opposing poles of consciousness, in 
philosophy, science and religion. As branches of hu- 
man knowledge, the former is classified as esoteric and 
the latter as exoteric thought. Out of esoterics has 
cropped various intemalisms known as Idealism, Mys- 
ticism, Transcendentalism, Brahmanism, Bhuddism 
and other kindred "isms." Out of exoterics has come 
forth various extemalisms known as Judaism, ortho- 
dox Christianity, Realisni, Materialism, and other 
kindred "isms." In religious activities it is manifested 
in ritualism, creedism, ceremonialsm, dogmatsm, and 
other formalisms. 

In some esoteric teachings the soul of man is re- 
garded as a spark of the Divine. And in most exo; 
teric teachings man is regarded as wholly material in 
nature and substance. Neither of these assumptions 
is true. A spark is material and not Divine, in nature 
and substance. And Life, as we have seen, is alto- 
gether immaterial in nature and essence. Life, there- 
fore, simply because it is wholly spiritual and 
.altogether indivisible, does not (for it cannot) emit 
sparks from itself. Spirit does not take anything from 
itself as it plays upon Matter, and does not take any- 
thing from matter in its play upon the latter. And 
Matter, the acted upon substance of Nature, cannot 
take from Spirit the least iota of itself, as already 
shown in describing the nature and essence and abso- 
lute character of Spirit. Materialism and Spiritualism, 
Idealism and Realism. Mysticism and Agnosticism, 
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and other irreconcilable cults and schoolings of human 
thought, are nothing other than diverse aspects of 
human consciousness; and each of these antagonistic 
diversities of thought, pointing, as it does, in directions 
opposite to each other, leads man astray from his real 
and only true self. 

Under Materialism, a great many untruths have 
crept into the human mind. And the pity of it all is 
that these untruths have become so fixed and settled 
in human consciousness, as to be well nigh ineradi- 
cable from it Unsifted through the sieve of pure rea- 
son, these untruths have come to be regarded as 
veritable facts of Nature respecting the very life of 
man. As a consequence^ through their control of hu- 
man consciousness, most persons, today, are living in 
a state of semi-darkness and semi-intelligence with 
reference to the real nature of Life and the Truth of 
Being. The presence of these untruths in the con- 
sciousness withholds from all who are so minded a 
knowledge and understanding of their right relation- 
ship to Life, to humanity, and to the physical world 
about them. So that the vast majority of mankind 
do not function as they should in the God of the Liv- 
ing, being unperceiving of the true and orderly rela- 
tionship subsisting between the Most High and the 
most low polarizations of themselves, known as the 
spiritual and material poles — the positive and negative 
poles — ^that go, as in the case of electricity, to make a 
complete current or circuit of livingiiess. They are, 
therefore, unaware of the Power of Life to heal their 
minds and their bodies, as well as the social body of 
the world, through a total renewing of the same, which 
only an understanding of the Truth of Being can bring 
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to a state of realization. And as long as they remain 
wedded to this lower or material aspect of conscious- 
ness regarding Life and Love and Truth, they will 
continue to be under the dominion of the lower forces 
controlling the physical side of Nature, which includes 
and implies the physical side of themselves. In this 
lower and narrow consciousness of Life, of Love and 
of Truth the presence and reality of these very last- 
named blessings and beatitudes of Nature cannot enter 
into them, and freedom of spiritual action does not be- 
come a part of their earthly careers. Being engulfed 
in mental darkness, discord, strife, distraction and 
confusion of mind fill their lives, and they must 
undergo many earthly trials and tribulations, miseries 
and woes, as the result thereof. For without an under- 
standing of the truth of Life it cannot be otherwise. 
"I am the God that healeth thee." "Behold, I make 
all things new I 

As Materialism concerns and relates itself solely 
with things cognizable by and through the five physi- 
cal senses, it must follow that as long as humanity is 
correlated to this aspect of Life and consciousness, 
men will be in a state of subjectivity to that which 
precludes the Light of Life, of Lov^ and of Truth 
from entering into them is the illusion of physical 
sense that life and love and truth are each in and of 
their own bodies, and that such things are, therefore* 
of a material nature. They are, in other words, under 
the mastery of the laws and forces governing the 
material side of their nature as the result of living 
under such lower and self-limiting aspect of life and 
consciousness. "Labor not for the meat that perish- 
eth, but for the meat that endureth unto everlasting 
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life, which the Son of man shall give unto you; for 
him hath God the Father sealed/' 

Unconscious of the, fact that Life is wholly spiritual 
in its nature and essence, earthy-minded man fails to 
see the absolute supremacy of the same over matter. 
Not yet having reached the exalted state of mind and 
intellect prerequisite to apprehend the power innate in 
the Life Principle of Nature to heal, and its ever-pres- 
ence to actualize healing operations upon the human 
physical body, he has no present conscious recognition 
of the same. In the limited state of his own mind and 
consciousness, a knowledge of what is comprehensive- 
ly natural to some minds, seems unnatural and non- 
existent to his relatively bound and circumscribed 
mentality. His mind, not yet having attained to that 
height and depth and breath essential to transcend the 
bounds of his sub-spiritual, or material, state of con- 
sciousness, he is unable to apprehend the Divine 
aspect of Life in Nature. As a consequence of this 
under-sidedness of mental vision, he regards all such 
knowledge of Life as purely speculative or idealistic, 
and denominates it as supernatural ; as if anything that 
has to do with the real and positive facts of Life and 
with the Truth of Being could be above that which is 
natural, any more than it could be below that which 
is natural. No one can have a true and natural or 
spiritual sense of Life whose mental view-point cre- 
ates in him the disability to dispel from his conscious- 
ness the crude belief in a material creation of things 
created by the very material creations themselves, and 
whose thoughts, therefore, are in direct opposition to 
a knowledge of the spiritual reality of Life. There 
are mental disabilities as well as physical disabilities. 
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Regarded in the light only of a moral and religious 
teacher, instead of what he actually was, a teacher of 
the reality of Life ; looked upon as one who came to 
prepare the souls of men for entry after death into a 
suppositional aerial place of abode called the kingdom 
of heaven, Jesus, as already stated, has been thought 
and believed to have taught the time-worn, time-hon- 
ored, threadbare false doctrine of a future life. On 
the contrary, he was paramountly more a teacher of 
Nature than any of those who, not understanding his 
teachings, nor caring to understand them, have op- 
posed and do still oppose him and the wondrous life- 
saving doctrine that he presented to the world. Refer- 
ence here and now is had to such persons as are known 
as, and who take pride in calling themselves material- 
ists, or atheists, agnostics, infidels, and so forth. 

Jesus, however, knew more about the secret work-, 
ings of Nature, than any other man either before or 
since his time ever knew or now knows. For he is the 
first to have ever known the true nature and function 
of the eternal Law governing the Creative Principle 
of Nature in its operation upon material form and sub* 
stance. Matter, as he knew, in and of itself, is abso- 
lutely lifeless — is positively dead. As the antipode of 
Life, matter is the lifeless element of Nature ; just as 
Life, the antithesis of matter, is the deathless element 
of Nature. He taught the eternal nature of Life ; and 
whatever is eternal is without the possibility of being 
future as to itself. Knowing these things ahead of all 
other men, he came to prepare a way for mankind to 
come up out of bondage and limitation to the material 
V>r earthy side of Nature and into the real Life side 
thereof, or, as he so often said, into the kingdom of 
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God, or eternal Life, in order that men might be made 
free. A Life teacher is one who understands the Truth 
of Being ; and the doctrine that Jesus, as such, taught, 
rightly understood, is seen to reverse the old order of 
human thought as to the fact of existence. Revers- 
ing the old and cold, earth-bound materialistic order 
of thought regarding human life, he taught the truth 
that the life of man was to be regarded by man as first 
and foremost above all other things beneath it. That 
the body came next in point of consideration to that 
of the very life, and that food and raiment, and all 
other material things necessary for the body were to 
be considered last in point of value. ''The last shall be 
first and the first shall be last," fore-spoke he of the 
reversed order of things in relation to the conversion 
of mankind. When once carnal-minded man awakens 
to a sense of his Oneness with all Creation and with 
all created things — to a sense of his indissoluble unity 
with his fellowman — ^he will understand what Jesus 
meant when he said, "He that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood dwelleth in me and I in him.** 

All persons whatsoever are really and naturally akin 
to one another, even in so far as their very physical 
bodies are concerned; because all flesh and bone and 
blood is of Matter and all Matter is of Nature; and 
Nature is also the containant of the Life Principle of 
all animate flesh, which Life Principle is the Life of all 
mankind. When once these plain and simple facts 
of Nature become deeply rooted in human conscious- 
ness and are quickened into the life of man, the world 
will war no more, and on earth will there become per- 
manently established peace and good-will toward all 
mankind. 
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CHAPTER V. 



man IB a Uttte 80«1» 
earrying around a corpse.** 

—Marcus AureliiiSt 
''Mail does not diei he kills 
Umsell.'* 

—Seneca, 
'frbe last enemy tbat sbaU be de» 
stroyed is death." 

— Pa«L 



So unawake to the reality of Life is tinregenerate 
man — so unalive is he to the actual origin and source 
of his very own being — ^that Jesus, in the course of 
his teachings, likened him to such as are physically 
dead. Harken to these words of his : "Let the dead 
bury their dead ; but go thou and preach the kingdom 
of God/' 

The perfect, God-like life — ^the everlastingly joyous, 
free, gladsome, glorious and, withal, heavenly life, that 
he repeatedly exhorted men to attain unto, always 
right here and now, and not hereafter (for, to repeat, 
he emphatically taught men that the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand) the real and only life worth while 
living today and forever, carnal-sensed man has re- 
garded as a status of human esdstence impossible of 
attainment in the present time. Because of the ani- 
malistically selfish, separate and detached sense of life 
inherent in material-minded man, it is easy to perceive 
why he has misapprehended the perfect status of life 
taught by the Master to him mentally to unfold 
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unto him diligently, another kind or condition 
of life, likewise as separate and detached from him 
now, as is the imperfect selfish, separate and detached 
sense of life yet abiding in him. "Whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst ; 
but the water that' I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life." Mor* 
tal-minded man, with his broken sense of Life into a 
past, a present and a future life, could, as a conse- 
quence, have taken no other than the erroneous notion 
that the figurative sayings of Jesus regarding heaven 
have literal reference to a beatific status of human ex- 
istence liveable only post-mortem, in point of time, 
and objectively up above the world, in point of space 
and habitation. And so became deeply engraved in 
his mortal-sensed mind the mythical conception of a 
resurrection of life to be objectified elsewhere than on 
this very planet. This truly exalted and really glori- 
ous fulness of life and consciousness is a matter of 
mental growth and development unto perfection of 
character, here and now, and nowhere else! "Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect." This is the summum bonum oi 
Christ's teachings. 

So keenly aware was Jesus of the blindness of the 
mortal consciousness of man, that on an occasion 
when he selected a certain man, whom he chose to be 
one of his disciples, saying, "Follow me," and the man 
replied, "Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my 
father," he quickly responded, "Let the dead bury their 
dead; but go thou and preach the kingdom of God." 

Life, as has already repeatedly been explained, is 
absolutely spiritual in its nature and essence. It, 
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therefore, in no wise partakes of a material or physical 
nature; and has, therefore, neither a physical nor a 
material basis. This is true, notwithstanding the per- 
verted mind of man thinks otherwise. 

To reiterate, — so unawake to the reality of Life is 
unregenerate man — so unalive is he to the actual 
origin and source of his very own being — that Jesus 
strove to apprise him of this potent fact, not only in 
and by the truth expressed in the utterance, "Let the 
dead bury their dead," but as well in and by the truth 
contained in the following passages uttered by him : 

'Eerily, verily, I say unto you. The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in 
himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 
and hath given him authority to execute Judgment, because 
he is the Son of man. 

"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming in which all 
that are In the graves shall hear his voice. And shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation." 

It was in a metaphorical sense only, and not in any 
ordinary application of the same, that Jesus used the 
words, "the dead** and "the graves** in the foregoing 
quoted utterances. The century-old fallacious belief 
that he literally meant that actually dead and buried 
human bodies were to come forth out of the man- 
made graves in which such reposed, in the hour to 
which he alludes, (and of which hour, mark you, he 
positively says NOW IS) is at once dispelled from 
all intelligent human consciousness when the follow- 
ing antithetical utterance of his is considered in con- 
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uection with the verses lastly above quoted, namely: 
""God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.'' 
This saying is a positive denial of a hoary old false 
belief, and a positive af&rmation of a natural, vital, 
truth of Life. A more scientific statement of truth has 
never been uttered by man. Seeing that ''God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living,** as Jesus has 
plainly so affirmed, it must legitimately and logically 
follow as a conclusion that according to his doctrine 
of Life, dead and buried human remains, even now 
reposing in man-made graves, are not to be the sub- 
jects of any providential plan of God in any resurrec- 
tion unto life. Then perish the musty old false belief 
that the Master ever meant that defunct and decom- 
posed human bodies are some time in the distant fu- 
ture to hear his voice and to come forth out of earthly 
graves! Aside from the utter absurdity of the idea, 
and the physical impossibility of the occurrence, there 
is no spiritual necessity for dead and buried human 
cadavers, that were once manifested in the flesh, to 
be brought back to life. God has never been, nor can 
God ever be, the cause and producer of the human 
effect called a corpse, any more than has God ever 
been, or can ever be, the cause and producer of the 
human effect called WAR. It is sacreligious to hold 
God amenable for the sinful, hateful, destructive, war- 
like thoughts and activities in and of man that bring 
into manifestation the above-mentioned results as 
phenomena of human life. Can the Creator be both 
Creator and destroyer? No more can He be such than 
can He be both Creator and creature, as has already 
been plainly pointed out in previous chapters of this 
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work. As well may it be asked, '^Can the leopard 
change its spots ?*' 

The ancient superstitious religious belief that some 
day the life or soul-nature of man would return into 
the clay whence it has forever departed, was so 
strongly ingrained in the consciousness of the early 
Egyptians, that they embalmed the cadavers of all 
their royal and other highly prominent personages. 
The origin of the notion of the rising of the physically 
dead out of the graves is traceable to nothing other 
than the carnal or earthly sense of life that obtains in 
man. So earth, earthy is his consciousness of Life — 
so ever-mindful is he of the corporeal or fleshly mani- 
festation of himself — that he has clung tenaciously for 
centuries upon centuries to tliis and other supersti- 
tious religious beliefs. Is it to be wondered at, then, 
that a literal interpretation has been placed upon so 
many of the wonderful words and utterances of Jesus 
employed by Him in a purely spiritual sense? 

Who, then, within the purview of the Christian doc- 
trine of Life, are the dead? Who are they of whom 
Jesus said: "Let the dead bury their dead?" And 
who are they of whom he also said : "All that are in 
the graves (not in "their'' but in "the graves," mark 
you,) shall hear his voice and shall come forth?" 
Why, they are none other than every human being 
who, as aforesaid, is unalive to the reality of Life. 
They are all that have not yet learned how to live their 
lives as their lives should be lived while here embodied 
for terrestrial expression. In short, "the dead" and all 
that are in "the graves," according to the teachings of 
the great Exemplar of Life, are all persons from whose 
eyes have not yet fallen the scales of error. And to all 
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such are also applicable the following words of his: 
"And ye will not come to me that ye might have life.** 
In other words. Ye will not come to me, the very foun* 
tain-head of Life, through my name, and thus connect 
yourselves with the real and only, the true and actual 
origin and source of your very being, and with the 
author, also, of your very physical bodies, that you 
might have the perfect life, both here and now, that 
you are in no wise now experiencing on earth. The 
word "me," as used by Jesus in the last quotation, is 
employed in a purely impersonal, or spiritual sense, to 
signify that men will not (for they can, if they will) 
rise up out of their materialistic undersightedness of 
Life to an understanding of the true facts of Life that 
he taught and demonstrated, and so embody in them- 
selves God-like (in place of mere animalistic man-like) 
powers, characteristics and attributes. 

It is with the living only, and not with the dead, that 
God concerns and relates himself. Therefore, God has 
nothing whatsoever to do with death, or with the dead, 
as such ; and, therefore, also, God is not the author of 
dead, decaying and decayed human bodies; but he is 
the author of perfect living souls and the maker of 
perfect human bodies. Said Paul of Tarsus, "Since 
by man came death, by man also came the resurrection 
of the dead.'' 

There are, in reality, no dead men, women or chil- 
dren. And there never have been any dead men, 
women or children ! But there are simply the remains 
(if remains there yet be in most cases) of what were 
once men, women and children. And no man, woman 
or child ever has been, or ever can be, in a grave, ex- 
cept only such comparatively few unfortunates as have 
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been or may yet be buried afive. And of these unfor- 
tunates it can truthfully be said that they were in their 
graves only so long as life had not altogether departed 
from their physical bodies. For, Presto, be changed I 
the very instant, in every such case, that life became 
extinct from their physical bodies, so buried alive, they 
of course were no longer in them, and therefore were 
no longer in their graves. In the choice and use of his 
words, Jesus was the most sagacious of men. If, 7or 
instance, he had said: "All that are in their graves,'* 
instead of "All that are in the graves, shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth," he w6uld have uttered a 
positive untruth. For where life has entirely de- 
parted from the physical frame and structure of one 
or more individuals, there are no he's, or her's, or 
their's present to occupy earthly graves. So that in 
all such cases there is no such thing as his grave, her 
grave, or their graves. O! sublime and consoling 
truth thou art that telleth us that no one's actually 
deceased father or mother, sister or brother, wife, child 
or other relative ever has been, now is, or ever will be 
interred in an earthly grave. But that only the mor- 
tal, mortifying and disintegrating remains of what was 
once him or her on earth has ever lain or ever can or 
will lay therein. 

How preposterous it is to think, or to even believe, 
that Jesus Christ, a man of the highest order of intel- 
ligence — a star of the first magnitude in the firmament 
of mentality — ever uttered the sayings in this chapter 
already quoted with any literal intendment of mean- 
ing! Were it not that ignorance is excusable in this 
particular, no greater insult to the intelligence of this 
wonderful Life teacher of Nature could be offered than 
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to ween that he meant so ridiculous a thing as that 
anatomically and physiologically dead human bodies 
were, in an hour to come, to hear his voice and to 
come forth out of earthly graves. How blind is the 
spirit of mortal man that such superstitiousness of 
belief should have ever entered his mind I 

It is at this place that we shall consider the utter 
absurdity of the notion that the remains of human 
bodies that had once been men, women and children 
are again to be brought back to life by way of their 
rising up out of earthly graves on the Day of Judg- 
ment. And let us consider, not only the utter ab* 
surdity of the belief, in such an occurrence, but the 
physical impossibility, as well as the spiritual unneces- 
sity of such a phenomenon ever taking place. 

Pause for a moment and think of the many cata* 
dysms of the past I Of the mighty and stupendous 
convulsions of Nature that have caused vast moun- 
tains to be transported from their erstwhile places of 
stability into the roaring and seething seas, and the 
roaring and seething seas to take the place on this 
planet of what was once land! And then think of 
what must have become of all the human organisms 
that were carried away and changed entirely in form 
and structure and substance into something else alto- 
gether different from themselves. And recall to mind 
the record of the great number of persons whose 
bodies have been burnt to a crisp in fires of all kinds, 
even at the stake I Now, where are the graves (which 
none of them ever could have had) whence such are to 
come forth on Judgment Day? Consider the large 
number of persons that have been ship-wrecked and 
drowned all down the centuries that have come and 
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gone, many legions of whose bodies have been de- 
voured by leviathans and other gigantic fishes of the 
seasl Where are the graves (which they have 
never had) whence such are to come forth at the ap- 
pointed time — according to superstitious religious be- 
lief? Think of the great number of human corpses of 
those whose lives have been yielded up on the hot des- 
ert sands and in the wilderness, and that have been 
either eaten up by hungry carnivorous animals or have 
been reduced to bleached bones by the burning sun! 
Where are the earthly graves whence such are to come 
forth on the Day of Judgment? Think of the many 
corpses that have been dissected and cast away, in 
parts, like so much meat and bones, by professors, 
students and doctors of medicine, for a great many 
years. And also think of the large number of skulls 
and articulated skeletons contained in numerous med- 
ical colleges and doctors' offices and in the various 
museums of the world I As out of nothing can come 
nothing, how can it be possible, then, that any such 
are going to come forth out of that which they have 
never had — earthly graves? Think of the vast num- 
ber of soldiers that have been killed in the late war in 
Europe, thousands upon thousands of whose bodies 
have been torn into smithereens and scattered in vari- 
ous different directions by diabolical shell guns and 
other death-dealing, demoniacal contrivances that the 
devil in man has made use of ! Are all such also going 
to come forth out of that which they have never had — 
earthly, man-made graves? Think of the millions 
upon millions of human bodies that have long since, 
through the process of decomposition, returned to the 
native element from which such were derived — the 
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earth. Whence is the erstwhile fulness of human 
form and structure, forever gone, to reappear when the 
so-called "they" make "their" exit out of "their" non- 
existent man-made graves? And, lastly, think of the 
great number of cadavers that have already been incin* 
erated in crematories and reduced to ashes! And 
then, reader, if you have believed in this religious non- 
sense, be candid with yourself and acknowledge what 
an ignoramus you must have been to have ever be- 
lieved such rank foolishness as that Jesus Christ liter- 
ally meant that some day physically dead human 
bodies in graves are to hear his voice and come forth 
out of such graves. 

Jesus was a perfect rhetorician — ^an absolute master 
of the art of linguistics. Therefore, he taught by way 
of antithesis or contrast, as well as by paradox, par- 
able, simile, metaphor, and by other figures of speech 
necessary to the presentation of this doctrine to the 
world. Contrast the following sayings of his with 
those that have just been treated of in reference to the 
coming forth of the dead out of the graves, and you 
will not fail to observe how very far removed is his 
doctrine of Life from the material conception of the 
same as being of a physical nature : 

"I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in 
me» though he were dead, yet shaU he live. And whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou 
this?" 

"As touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read 
that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the Qod 
of Abraham, the Ood of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is 
not the God of the dead, but of the living." 

"I am the way, the truth and the lif^: no man cometh imto 
the Father, but by me." 
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*7 am the light of the world: he that followeth me» shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall hare the light of life." 

"I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly." 

Eerily, verily, I say unto you. He that heareth my word 
and believeth on him that sent me. hfth (not wilt haTOt but 
has now) ererlastlng life, and shall not come into condenma- 
tlon. but Is (not will be, but Is now) passed from death unto 
me." 

and many other sayings of his, each and all appertain* 

ing to Life in contradistinction to death. 

From all that has been up to this place taught in this 
work by repetition and otherwise, it should now be 
absolutely clear to every ordinary understanding that 
Jesus used the words "the dead" and "the graves" in 
no other than a metaphorical sense when he uttered 
them. 

A metaphor is defined as a figure of speech founded 
on resemblance, by which a word is transferred from 
an object to which it properly belongs to another ob* 
ject or subject, so that a comparison is implied. The 
teachings of Jesus abound in metaphors. Let us now 
consider, by way of illustration, the following teach- 
ings of his, in addition to the sayings which have just 
been quoted, as examples of his metaphoric method of 
instruction. 

^7 am the doort by me If any man enter in, he shall be 
saved; and shall go in and out. and find pasture.'' 

"He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in 
me and I in him." 

1 will pray the FatfaeTf and he shall give you another Com- 
ferfteTf that he may abide with yon forever; even the Spirit of 
Tmthf whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him 
sot^ neither knoweth himi but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you.** 
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'Take heed and beware of the leayen (meaning the doe* 
trine) of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." 

"Destroy this temple (meaning his physical body) and in 
three days I will raise it up." 

"I am the bread of life; he that cometh to me shall nerer 
hungers and he that believeth on me shall never thirst" 

If all the human corpses that have been laid in 
graves during the many centuries of time since man 
first made his entry upon this planet, should, at the 
hour to which Jesus alludes, come forth out of such 
graves, upon hearing his voice, and if God were, in 
reality, a personality, like in form and shape unto 
vainglorious mortal man, there wouldn't be the ghost 
of a show for the vast majority of so tremendously 
large a mass of bodies, whether manifested as spiritual 
or as physical bodies, to get into close enough proxim- 
ity to the bodily presence of either such like a God or 
such like a God's Son, to hear the voice of either of 
them. How utterly impossible it would be, then, 
under such circumstances, for all these billions of 
bodies to walk and talk with such a man-shaped God 
in such a materialistically-conceived kingdom of 
heaven. And yet orthodox churchianity, through the 
hypnotic result of false belief, has all along taught the 
blind to believe that such an occurrence is actually 
to take place sometime and somewhere in the sweet 
bye and bye. But this time and event, of a truth, will 
never transpire. "For," as said the Master himself, 
"He is not a God of the dead, but of the living, and all 
live unto him.'' Can the dead be construed to be the 
living; or the converse, can the living be construed to 
be the dead? As well may it be asked, "Can light be 
considered darkness, or can darkness be considered 



THE DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST 99 

Ught? Jesus also taught that ''God is not a respecter of 
persons/' and, therefore he regarded not the person of 
man. Now, if God is not a respecter of persons, how, 
then, could he, if he were a person, be a respecter of 
himself? 

Today, as of yore, the world, for the most part, is 
being blindly led by the blind. In the field of thought, 
the field of religion, the field of business, the field of 
labor, the field of economics, the field of battle, the 
field of politics, and in other fields of human activity, 
the blind are vainly leading the blind. ''If the blind 
lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch," said the! 
guide to right-thinking, right-living and right-doing, 
all of which means a comparatively easy accomplish- 
ment of all things desirable. 

The living human race has a living natural God 
always on hand ready to lead it up out of a veritable 
hell of its own creation; but it has first to become 
reconciled to the Living God of Nature, in order that 
the Levitating Power of the Creative Operating Cause 
may be set in motion within it, that there may be 
brought about, in the lives of men, that most desirable 
effect. "The kingdom of heaven is at hand," which is 
a statement that clearly implies that this kingdom of 
Life is realizable always here and now, and not else- 
where, and that it is awaiting to become externalized 
as a material fact of human experience in the hour 
which Jesus distinctly says NOW IS. 

Having considered the absurdity and the physical 
impossibility, let us now consider the spiritual unne- 
cessity of such an occurrence as that of dead and 
buried human bodies coming forth out of earthy 
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graves unto the resurrection of life and unto the resur- 
rection of damnation. 

While it is true that ''the things that are impossible 
with men are possible with God/' and likewise true 
that the Creative Principle of Nature "is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham/' as stated 
by John, nevertheless there is no spiritual necessity 
for the occurrence of any such event, from a miracu- 
lous standpoint 

If man has first to die in order to be raised up untoi 
the resurrection of life, then, as to him, there must be 
a breach in the continuity of Life. Life, in that case^ 
as to him, would not be what it really is — everpresent, 
"the same yefeterday, and today and forever," — omni- 
present For then, as to mankind, there must needs be 
such a thing as a future life as well as a present and 
a past life, which are erroneous notions of his mortal 
mind. Then would God not be a God of the living, 
but of the dead, and all men would not be living unto 
him, as Jesus plainly taught that they are. 

Spirit, the Life Principle of Nature, requires and 
demands that man should overcome ; and d3ring, to be 
sure, is not an act of overcoming, but rather of suc- 
cumbing. To overcome presupposes not only that 
which is to be overcome, but also that which is to 
overcome. "To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I overcame and am 
set down with my Father in his throne." 

In a world containing more than a billion and a half 
of inhabitants, each and all reincarnations of the so- 
called "dead and in their graves/' and awaiting, in their 
unregenerate status of mental development, to be spir- 
itually reborn, what necessity or even sense wooM 
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there be in the Creative Principle of Nature resorting 
to the raising out of graves the very many billions of 
erstwhile human bodies of persons that, through 
wrong-thinking, wrong-acting and consequent wrong- 
living, while once upon a time living and moving and 
having their being upon earth in such bodies they had 
caused to be of no further service to them? It is an 
axiom of truth that whatever serves its purpose passes 
away. And this truism applies to human bodies as 
well as to all other animate bodies and all other ma- 
terial objects and things. 

For the Creator to perform so unnatural and un- 
called for an act as that of raising up all the dead hu- 
man cadavers that have ever been buried on earth were 
to confront us with the dilemma of having ourself 
selved into as many reimbodiments as were embodied 
by us as we individually functioned in them in the past 
Can you imagine a more unwise act upon the part of 
the All-wise Creator than this? How would you, 
reader, feel to have, say, ten or twelve bodies of your- 
self standing beside you, being all the different bodies 
that you had formerly made your abode in ? Wouldn't 
the phenomenon be sufficient to cause you to be beside 
yourself? Each one of your bodies would fly to the 
other, according to the law of affinity or attraction; 
and when all of you would be stuck together, pande- 
monium would reign supreme. For your respective 
minds would be as different and as changed as were 
the times and conditions, the customs and habits, of 
the different periods in the past in which you had 
lived. There is, to be sure, in the world enough of 
'what Paul calls ''confusion worse confounded,^' with- 
out the Creator^s stepping in and maldng matters a 
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whole lot worse by adding to the same. And this re- 
minds us of an amusing episode that once upon a time 
came under our observation and which we will now 
proceed to relate: 

A well-fed Thanksgiving Day turkey was on eichi- 
bition in a store window that was mirrored on its three 
inner sides, so that three turkeys were to be seen by 
the reflections of the one turkey. This confounded the 
reasonless bird; and from its apparently stupid per- 
formances resulting out of the^same a great deal of 
amusement and much laughter was occasioned the by- 
standers and onlookers who were attracted to the 
scene and who watched its peculiar antics. 

The turkey would pick up a few corns at a time, then 
straighten itself up to gobble down the same, and then, 
seeing in the mirror that happened to be nearest it 
what to it appeared to be another turkey imitating its 
actions, would peck with considerable avidity its bill 
at the glass and at the reflected bill of its seeming op- 
poser. The effect of the optical illusion upon the mind 
of the bird could not help but excite the laughter and 
furnish the amusement above mentioned. And thus it 
might be if the Creative Principle of Nature were to 
raise up our former living bodies since deceased from 
the graves and we were to be placed, respectively, 
beside a number of personified reproductions of our 
one and only self in its several states of manifestation 
in the past. Had been mortal minds would undoubt- 
edly pick at each other and with our present mortal 
mind as they came in contact with one another, each 
one strenuously disapproving of the changed manner 
of living in the other, according to changed earthly 
conditions and circumstances of life. John the Bap* 
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tist, according to Jesus, was a reincarnation of the old 
prophet Elias. The Creator, in that instance, lifted 
not his remains out of a grave to accomplish the pur- 
pose. Said Jesus in regard to him : "All the prophets 
and the law prophesied unto John. And if ye will re- 
ceive it, this was Elias, which was for to come. He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear." 



THE GOB OF THE DEAD 
Or the Personal God of Theology. 

I'm the God of Superstition, 

Blind old faith and dead tradition; 
Shade of baseless thought I am. 

Figment of a mystic sham; 
Abiding not in Truth or Nature, 

In the form of human creature. 
Yet the world has worshipped me. 

As though I were reality. 

I'm the God of man's creation, 

Phantom of Imagination! 
False concept of Deity, 

Personfled Infinity! 
While a word may Him so feature, 

God, in Truth's not formed like creature; 
Yet the world has worshipped me. 

As though I were reaUty. 

rm the God in contravention 

Of the Law of Life-creation; 
Omnipresence, omniscience. 

Personified by mortal sense. 
God is here and everywhere. 

Active in earth, sea and air; 
Yet the world has worshipped me. 

As though I were reality* 
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An fhib Ood of Vonnalliflou 

Oosma, creed and mystielBm; 
Fancied creature of the skies, 

MytMo Unff of Paradise. 
While a word may Him so feature, 

Ck)d, In Truth's not formed like creatOBe; 
Tet the world has worshipped me» 

As though I were reality. 

Tm the God anthropomorphic^ 

Bom of language metaphoric; 
Symbolizing life as seeming. 

Like unto a man in being. 
God is living erer-presence* 

Uniyersal vital essence; 
Yet the world has worshipped mcb 

As though I were reality. 

Tm the God that imperfection. 

In organic evolution. 
Of the thinking lobe of man. 

Wrought in form the thought I ant 
God, in Truth, is boundless Spirit, 

Void of form or shape or limit; 
Yet the world has worshipped mCb 

As though I were reality. 
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CHAPTER VL 



^Vmoj sluill mn to and trOf 

iBd knowledge shall be inczeased. 

—Daniel the Prophet 



Callous disaffection of the head-kind has very 
largely, in these latter days, supplanted natural 
warmth of affection of the heart-kind. And as a conse- 
quence, very little of the spirit of heart-kindliness is 
manifested any more. 

The heart has its rights as well as the head And 
when the heart and the head do not synchronize — 
when either the one or the other is over-exercised or 
under-exercised, when they do not act in harmony 
with each other — ^troubles galore that eventuate in 
war, and in the two other curses, pestilence and fam- 
ine, arise to torment the world. "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all &y mind, and with all thy strength : this 
is the first commandment. And the second is like, 
namely, this : "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
tdf.'' 

These two commandments contain the key to the 
right and proper, the even and harmonious action, of 
both the heart and die head. In living according to 
what they teach, there is neither the over-exercise nor 
thunder-exercise of either the heart or the head, above 
spoken of, but the sjrnchronous — ^the evenly-balanced — 
action of both of them. You are enjoined by the fint 



LIFE TEACHER'S MESSAGE 

commandment to love the Lord thy God, not alone 
witli all thy heart and with all thy soul, but also with 
all thy mind (thy understanding) and with all thy 
strength* And by the second commandment you are 
enjoined to love thy neighbor neither more nor less 
than thyself, but as Myself. All this leads to right- 
thinking and right-doing, through right-living, which 
means a comparatively easy accomplishment of all 
things desirable. For whilst you have the same love 
for your neighbor as you have for yourself, you remdn 
no longer an egoist nor an altruist — ^an extreme self- 
lover or an extreme lover of others — ^but you evolute 
into a practical idealist; and in your life will become 
realized your highest and most cherished of ideals. 
"And Jesus, answering, saith unto them: 'Have faith 
in God. For verily I say unto you. That whosoever 
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou moved and be 
thou cast into the sea ; and shall not doubt in his heart, 
but shall believe that these things which he saith shall 
come to pass ; he shall have whatsoever he saith." 

All the things really worth while living for on this 
planet vanish into nothingness when the heart-nature 
waxes hard and cold. And all the most hellish con- 
ditions imaginable make their entry into the lives of 
mankind when heartless-headedness waxes gross. 
There is an trite, but true, maxim of jurisprudence, 
which, translated from Law Latin into English, reads 
as follows: "Human affairs never prosper while 
Divine things are neglected." 

The prophecy of Daniel that "Many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased," in refer- 
ring to the last days of the human, or man-made evil 
and selfish world, is now evidently in process of ful- 
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fillment ; and also that prophecy which fell from the 
lips of the immortal Jesus, when he said, in his illim- 
itable way of teaching all his disciples adown the 
centuries, from his day and time onward, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

"And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; 
see that ye be not troubled; for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet 

"For nation shall rise against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom, and there shall be famines 
and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places. 

"And then shall many be offended and shall betray 
one another, and shall hate one another. 

"And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. 

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
In all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.** 

Present day education, coupled with the stupendous 
social, economic, commercial and industrial changes 
that have with great impetuosity taken place within 
the last decade or so, has caused the vast thasses of 
the people to materialize their minds to such an ex- 
treme extent that their thoughts are far beyond the 
grasp of the erstwhile arresting and holding power 
and influence of the dogmatic teachings of the cen- 
tury-old, time-worn, moss-backed orthodox church. 
They no longer can be made to receive and accept 
the doctrine of Jesus in the counterfeit form in which 
it has been taught and preached by an ancient hier- 
archy. Education has so filled their minds with a 
knowledge of the material facts of Nature that 
through becoming too materialistic they have grown 
to be irreligious, and even sacrilegious. On this ac- 
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count the world is now very sadly in need of the leav* 
ening power of the spirit of Truth, that the race may 
become unfastened from the hampering, enslaving, 
strait-jacket status of existence in which it is now 
held and firmly bound, and out of which it is vainly 
striving to extricate itself through force and violence 
and other wrongful means of activity — vainly so, we 
say, because of the very absence of the love of God 
and the love of Truth generally in men now obtaining. 
Held and firmly bound is the race, not by commerce, 
but by the selfish spirit of commerdalism ; not by 
money, but by the selfish love of money — the worship 
of Mammon; not by matter, but by the selfish spirit 
begotten of materialism. Without the love of God 
and the love of Truth is in mankind, the tendency of 
the human mind is to worship material things rather 
than Life — rather than human life itself. Upon this 
follows body-worship and the worship of bodily 
adornments and physical displays of all kinds which 
engender the spirit of false pride and the coldness and 
callousness already spoken of. ''The life is more than 
meat, and the body is more than raiment/' said Jesus. 

The people, today, although living closer together 
than ever before, in so far as their physical bodies are. 
concerned, are, in reality, living farther apart from 
one another than ever before, in so far as the benefi- 
cent spirit of brotherliness is concerned, since when 
mankind first emerged from a state of savagery and 
entered upon a state of civilization. And what was 
once a state of civilization is now temporarily de-evo- 
luted into a state of devilization. 

The minds of the people have reverted to a down- 
ward concentration of purpose, based almost entirely 
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upon selfish bodily conadcratioiis. Class personality 
of the physical kind has inversely taken the place of 
the nobility of individuality that externalizes itself in 
the embodiment of integrity of character. So that 
his crass spirit of personality is the dominant char- 
acteristic of the present age and generation. This sel- 
fishly individualistic, cold and callous, icy and indif- 
ferent way of living and moving and having one's 
being in the worid has conjured up the DeviL It has 
well-nigh rendered nil the tender and fascinating spirit 
of brotheriy love. It is destructive, not only of real 
and lasting personal happiness, but as well of the 
material welfare of mankind. Men must not ei^ect 
to find in this worid the life most worth wbUe living — 
the kind of life that the human race has all the time 
been yearning for — whilst each one is daily living 
from the standpoint of pure egoism. All this is in 
absolute derogation to the ^irit of universal co-oper« 
ation, through whose activity, if men would not divert 
their thoughts and energies somewhat from self-sedc- 
xng aims and purposes (which detached, selfish and 
mere self-regarding thoughts and energies are) and 
would give some time to the co n version in their lives 
of thoughts and energies of a heart-kind, consolidating 
nature (which f ellow-r^;arding thoughts and energies 
are), there would soon be ushered into a state of actu- 
alization in this new misery-rent old worid real and 
permanent, in fact, perpetual, peace, joy, happiness, 
prosperity and success of an all-round nature, and not 
merely the hit or miss, up today and down tomorrow, 
frenzied finance species of success. It would be the 
naturality of success, iriiich is the reality of the thing 
that makes it the success that succeeds for all time. 



I 
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An inspired poet has truly said: ''In the midst of 
plenty, we are in want." This is so, because, as an- 
other lofty soul has said : "Man's inhumanity to man 
makes countless thousands mourn." 

In place of calmness of spirit and peace of mind 
there is now great troublousness of spirit and unset- 
tledness of mind. This is equally so with the rich 
and with the poor. And the simple reason of it all 
is that neither so-called classes of humans is express- 
ing the qualities of character that would, if fully exer- 
cised, turn, as if by magic, undesirable conditions and 
circumstances into those of a most desirable nature. 
"For," as said Jesus, "with the same measure that ye 
mete, withal it shall be measured to you again." In 
this utterance is contained the secret of right-think- 
ing and right-doing through right-living. And the 
same secret is also contained in the following precept 
of Jesus: "Judge not, and ye shall not be judged; 
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned ; forgive 
and ye shall be forgiven. Give, and it shall be ^ven 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men give unto your 
bosom." 

The kind of life that most of the people are now 
living, and the sort of pleasure and enjoyment that 
they are now getting out of life, is predicable to a 
large extent upon the use and effect of the inventions 
of money and machinery. It is, therefore, largely a 
superficial, highly artificial and crassly unnatural 
makeshift species of pleasure and enjoyment. In great 
part it is a mechanical or man-made and contrived 
modus of living and semblance of pleasure and 
enjoyment 
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Real and natural pleasure and enjoyment spring 
only from within one's own heart and soul, as light 
and warmth radiate from the sun. Such contain the 
true ring of happiness, like the sweet and melodious 
tones flowing freely from the gleefully vibrant throat 
of the song-bird, tremulously gladsome with joy and 
life. False or camouflaged pleasure and enjoyment 
have none of the elements that make for real zest of 
spirit. This is so because they are derived from the 
withoutness of Nature — that apartness from the person 
known as the Artificial. Such are all tinsel and the 
tinkling of cymbals, clamorous caterwaul drum-music, 
squealings, and other instrumental means of orgy- 
raising false exhilarations. They are ephemeral and 
fleeting bought and paid for semblances of happiness 
and amusement that fail to satisfy the real yearnings 
of the heart and soul nature, because of their mechan- 
ical contrivance of nerve stimulation. Therefore, they 
are not rejuvenative of the physical human organism, 
<mt rather debilitative of the same in the long run. All 
such vehemency is a setting of the pace that kills, be- 
cause it is a case of the flesh profiting nothing, and not 
of the spirit that maketh alive. Like the spirit of 
frenzied finance, it is an illusory endeavor to find joy 
and happiness where joy and happiness do not lie as 
a natural thing. "Happiness," says an inspired bard, 
"ever eludeth the pursuer." The extreme energy of 
movement and impulsiveness of thought in the people 
nowadays plainly evinces that they are feverishly de- 
sirous of getting everything altogether too quickly. It 
were better that they were guided by the maxim 
''More haste; less speed," and also by the maxim, 
""Haste makes waste." Chaos and disorder, and even 
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revolution^ are the ultimate results of a selfishly im- 
pulsive manner of living. It is the same thing with 
an individual as it is with a business concern. If an 
individual or a business concern is not guided by cer- 
tain rules and regulations beneficial to him or to it, 
that individual or that business concern will sooner 
or later meet with dismal failure. ''Whosoever 
Cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth 
them/' said Jesus, '1 will shew you to whom he is 
like: 

"He Is like a man which built an house, and dined 
deep, and laid the fomidatien on a rodi; and when 
the flood aroae^ the streaiii heat vehementl/ upon 
that housey and could not shake it| for it was founded 
upon a rock. 

'^ut he that heareth and doeth not, is like a man 
that without a foundation built an house upon the 
earth against which the stream did beat vehementl/y 
and immediately it feU; and the nim of that house 
was great.** 

The money-mania at the present time in most o^ 
the people; the spirit of plutocracy inherent in many 
of the people as at present ; the bolshevistic, anarchis- 
tic, S3mdicalistic, I. W. W.-istic, or any other kind of 
zealotism that deals primarily and mainly with ex* 
temal^ effects and conditions — ^with things of a ma- 
terial nature, much more than with the very lives of 
men — ^will never bring to a state of realization the 
desirable earthly conditions and circumstances that 
any one of these selfish activities is striving for in the 
lives of the devotees of any one of them. Each and 
every one of them rests upon a selfish basis of interest 
that keeps them apart and in a state of dissension. 
They cannot work tc^ether for good; therefofe^ they 
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work apart for evil. 'The way of the transgresser is 
hard." This saying applies to any malefactor of so- 
ciety — ^to the plutocrat, as well as to the proletariat, 
whose bent is to do great mischief to the social body 
as a whole. Plutocracy is quite as detestable as an- 
archy in the present state of development of society. 
Men who do not seek to rise any higher in the social 
structure than to spend their lives Midas-like in the 
accumulation of fabulous masses of money, preda- 
torily taken and withheld from the great masses of 
the people, and so deprive the latter of their just and 
rightful share of the ordinary means of subsistence, 
laboriously produced and distributed by them, a^re, by 
the law of cause and effect, the creators of the agita- 
tion that results in the resort to force and violence 
of a bloody nature, which is so abhorrent to them, as 
well as it is a great menace to all good, decent, law- 
abiding people. First the parents. Greed and False 
Pride, bring into being their children. Hatred and 
Envy; and then the children, awakened in manhood, 
unable any longer to honor or respect their inhuman, 
cold and selfish parents, turn violently against them 
in rebelliousness of spirit Blindly led by the blind, 
they ravingly seek by extreme methods of force and 
violence bloodily to break the barriers that they feel 
have long held them chained and fettered and that 
have kept them in unnatural restraint, which unnat- 
ural restraints they accuse their forebears of having 
placed them under. 

''And be said unto tiMin, Take bead and beware of 
covatoaaneaa, for a sum's life consisted not in the 
abundaiiee of tbe tblnga wblch be poaseBsotb. 
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hand in hand with personal duties and obligations* It 
is a maxim of Equity, in the law of man that "he 
who seeks equity must do equity/' And, according 
to another maxim of the same branch of jurisprudence, 
''A man must come into court with clean hands/' ere 
he can obtain a hearing therein. 

Equity is that higher, fairer, and better branch of 
the civil law that seeks, as a corrective, to remove the 
jdeficiencies and injustices bound up in the cold and 
rigid forms of the common law. Like the Law of 
Nations, or International Law, it conforms nearest to 
the natural principles of justice and of reason. These 
branches of the law come closest to the law of God, 
and are therefore good and sound law. We have seen 
how a mighty earthly ruler lost bis throne through 
a violation of this very God-like law between nations, 
when the right to the freedom of the seas was sought 
to be nullified by him. 

As with the seas and with the air and sunshine, so 
should it be with the produce of the earth. As far as 
practicable, consistently with the present development 
of social intercourse, commodities should be made as 
free of access as possible. The earth and its produce 
are not man's, but God's things which He gives freely 
to men as his children for use. ''The earth is the 
Lord's and the fullness thereof." As already shown ia 
a previous chapter of this work, man is not the crea- 
tor of anything. "A hewer of wood and a drawer of 
water," he can only add to or take from anything with 
something else. No matter what a man's position or 
station in life may be ; no matter what be may think 
he is ; no matter what he may be or may label him- 
self, whether as Capitalist or as Laborer, he can, as a 
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.natter of fact, create nothing whatsoever. Whatever 
he may be in the habit of handling, whether it be 
money or other commodities, he is only a manipulator, 
a manufacturer or a transporter of the same. And 
whether he is a capitalist or a laborer, he is in neither 
case a commodity, as the old and faulty mercantile 
school of political economy taught that labor was. 

Arrogance and coercion proceed from the false 
assumption upon the part of man that he is the crea- 
tor of things. What he has succeeded in obtaining 
from the earth and gotten into his possession, whether 
legitimately or illegitimately, he vainly imagines he 
has created. He does not see himself as he is — merely 
an instrument or factor in the production or handling 
of the same. Let us listen again, for a moment or 

two, to what Bobbie Bums has to say in this regard : 
"Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us. 

To see oursels as Ithers see us; 
T wad from many a blunder free us. 
And foolish notion." 
Therefore, it is as erroneous for Labor to assume 
and assert that it is the creator of wealth, as it is for 
Capital to assume and assert that it is the creator of 
wealth. Man thinks that he, himself, is the creator 
of things (and wealth is a thing) for the simple rea- 
son that he fails to take into account the very Creator 
of himself. He does not give credit to that to which 
credit is due. It is high time that men should see that 
the things which were Caesar's are no longer Caesar's, 
because Caesarism, like Caesar, is dead and buried. 
But the things which are God's (both spiritual and 
material things) are (jod's, the same as they have 
ever been ; and these things God has given unto men. 
as His children, for the tatter's use, benefit and behoof 
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forever, according to the dictates of conscience and 
common-sense. Benjamin Franklin is reported to have 
said, at a political conference held in France, to which 
he was sent as a representative of the United States 
of America, the following: "We must all hang to- 
gether, or we shall all hang apart." This significant 
saying is characteristic of a fair and just, God-like, 
philosophical mind. 

As politics and business internationalize. Labor also 
internationalizes. The one follows, as a corollary, upon 
the other, as the night follows the day. And society, 
which is a composite of both Labor and Capital, as 
well as a great many other elements of human en- 
deavor, must and also does internationalize like the 
former two activities of human life. 

From the family to the tribe is one advance in self- 
expansion. From the tnbe to the community is an- 
other and higher and further advance in self-expan- 
sion. From the Community to the State or Nation, 
is still another, yet much higher, better and further 
advance in self-expansion. And from the State or 
Nation to World Nationalization, otherwise called 
Internationalization — the unlimited fratemalization of 
humanity — ^is the last and final, yet the first and best, 
the loftiest and most solemn advance in self-expansion 
— ^the supremest upward urge toward a realization of 
peace on earth and good-will toward all mankind, that 
it is now possible for the political leadership of man- 
kind to initiate and crystallize into existence in the 
world. "And behold," said the Messiah, "there are last 
that shall be first, and there are first that shall be last." 
Otherwise put, he might have said: There are the 
self-exalted that shall be abased, and there are the 
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humble in spirit that shall be exalted, which is to say 
naturally so exalted. Said he also : "He that exalteth 
self shall be abased. And he that humbleth self shall 
be exalted.'' 

Regarding the process of world fratemalization that 
is now being brought to a state of fruition, this saying 
of Jesus is now in point : "In my Father's house are 
many mansions (nations), and I go to prepare a place 
for you (at the Peace Conference of Nations) ; that 
where I am (in spirit), you may be also" (that is, 
truly represented by my true representatives). "And 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world." "Where two or more are gathered together 
in my name (in my spirit) there am I in the midst 
of them." "And they shall come from the east, and 
from the west, and from the north, and from the south, 
and shall sit down in the kingdom of God." This means 
world representation. 

International Law, or the Law of Nations, as al- 
ready stated, comes nearest the Law of God than 
many other branches of human law. But Internation- 
alization — ^world fratemalization — opens the way for 
mankind to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Man 
must be in readiness and in all willingness to make 
the entry into this blessed kingdom of life, since he is 
being released from the thralldom of a kingly po- 
litical and economic state of subjectivity. "Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me." For there is but one 
God, the Creator of all mankind. The one merciful 
and kindly Father, figuratively speaking, that gov- 
erns justly, by unalterable Law, because with reason 
founded upon principle. As the Law of Nations gov- 
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eras and applies to the great family of nations upon 
the face of the earth, so the Law of God governs and 
applies to the universal God-like family of mankind. 
One Infinite Creative Principle of Nature, whence all 
men have come; one whole and entire world whence 
all the bodies of mankind have come; and, therefore, 
one universal or whole family of humanity called 
mankind. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Tnitli Is stranger than fiction. 
There Is a divinity that shapes our ends, rough 
bew them as we may. — Shakespeare. 



''Jesus saith onto her (unto Mary Magdalene) 
touch me not; for I am not yet ascended unto my 
Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, 
I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to 
my God, and your God.' 



»» 



What secret power of Nature is symbolized in and 
by the biblical account of the ascension of the body 
of the Christ Jesus from the sepulchre wherein after 
his crucifixion it was laid? 

Why did divinity preordinate the enactment of the 
grim and gruesome tragedy of sacrifice of its ''be- 
loved and only begotten Son" for the salvation of 
mankind ? 

What profound and highly metaphysical truth does 
this dramatic event evince to a world as yet largely 
groping in darkness when its occult meaning is 
brought to light and made clear to the understanding? 

The secret power of Nature symbolized in and by 
the biblical account of the ascension of the body of 
the Christ Jesus from the tomb unto Life, is that 
occult power inherent in the Creative Principle of 
Being, whose tendency is to draw from all earthway- 
wardness of descendency the sons and daughters of 
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men, as it lifts them upward, Lifewaywardly, unto a 
conscious recognition of the reality of their Being*, 
through its levitating operation upon their carnal 
minds. It symbolizes the Law of Levitation under- 
lying all growth and development, all life, intelli- 
gence, power, sensation and creation. 

Why divinity predestinated the enactment of the 
sacrifice of its "beloved and only begotten Son" for 
the resurrection of "the dead" unto Life, is explain- 
able by saying that outside of the plan of ascension 
there was no other possible plan for the accomplish- 
ment of the purpose. "For since by man came death, 
by man also came the resurrection from the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall 
be made alive," as Paul has truly taught 

The profound and highly metaphysical truth that 
this divine episode discloses is that there is in Nature 
a God-power (a what to the carnal mind of man may 
seem a magic-like power, although perfectly natural) 
that is at all times operative to draw sensuous-minded 
mortal man upward, away from and beyond the de- 
scending, gravitative, earth-binding and self-enslav- 
ing blind forces of the evil spirit of inordinate selfish- 
ness inherent in carnal-consciousness, and, there- 
fore, upward, away from and beyond the clutch of 
the tribulous, woe-producing evil effects growing out 
of and resulting from the same, provided always that 
mortal man shall have an abiding faith in the potency 
of this power so to do, and shall be willing to avail 
himself of the benignity of its purpose, according to 
the teachings of Christianity. It evinces a power in 
the Life Principle of Nature that is desirous of par- 
doning all mankind from the sentence of condemna- 
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tion emanating from the eating of the fruit (meta- 
phorically speaking) "of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil/' provided mankind shall become recon- 
ciled to this power through faith in what, for short, 
has long been called God. It objectifies a magnetic- 
like power existing in the God-element of Nature that 
livingly and lovingly and fascinatingly seeks to draw 
all men away from an unnatural, an impure and an 
imperfect commixture of good and evil mindedness, 
and upward, unto the naturally pure, the perfect and 
the unadulterated status of being, wherein no man- 
ner, kind or nature of evil may be found. "There 
is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it 
so," as says Shakespeare. In fine, this material por- 
trayal, in real Life, of the levitative power of Crea- 
tion appertaining to man, symbolizes Nature's regen- 
erative provision to draw mortal man away from all 
self-destructive Devilwaywardness, through its oper- 
ation, as a resurrective force, upon his erring mind, 
and lights the way for him to become lifted up unto 
the true, the good and the beautiful in Life and in all 
things. 

The biblical account of the Descension and Ascen- 
sion of the body of Jesus the Christ to and from the 
earth, therefore, serves the two-fold purpose of illus- 
trating the existence of two counteractive (though un- 
opposing) laws of Nature.The one, the law of Levi- 
tation; and the other, the law of Gravitation. 

The law of Levitation contains within itself the 
cause that creates, grows and develops all creatures 
and creations endowable with life, rearing them up- 
ward progressively, as it transmutes them from more 
earthly, embryotic, crude and gross forms and sub- 
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stances unto less earthly, less crude and less gross 
forms and substances ; from lower and grosser, cruder 
and coarser, to more highly developed, refined, finer 
and freer conditions of being, and corresponding bod- 
ily and other objective manifestations. 

The law of Gravitation, (grave-itation) conversely^ 
contains within itself the cause that tends all crea- 
tures and creations (in whom and in which the power 
of Levitation is not strongly inherent) to age, wither 
and become infirm ; to droop, wilt, decline and die ; and 
even to degrade and degenerate from their erstwhile 
mature status of being, as it draws them ever down- 
ward, and retrogressively back to the lowest, crudest, 
grossest and earthiest of substances — or from a 
higher and finer, a better and freer, to a lower and 
coarser, a weaker and more earth-bound condition of 
being; and finally it draws them unto the very dead- 
ness of the earth element of Nature itself, or to what 
is familiarly known as Death. "Ashes to ashes and 
dust to dust." 

In all Life teaching, the first-named power has been 
given the name of God, and the second the name of 
Satan, or the Devil, personifiedly, by the Life teach- 
ers of the world. An absolutely sinless life is, there- 
fore, in love and in league (because in harmony) with 
the Levitative power of Life ; and an abandoned, sin- 
ful life is in love and in league with the degrading, 
degenerative, satanic power that gravitates it unto 
Death ; because such a life languidly and supinely fol- 
lows the line of least resistance as it goes along its 
pathway of listlessness. "To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I 
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overcame and am set down with my Father in His 
throne." 

The power of Levitation is resurrective in its nature 
and operation. It gives life and intelligence, the 
power of sensation, the power of volition and locomo- 
tion to all the higher forms of organic creation. The 
power of Gravitation, to the extent that there is a 
depletion of vitality in the organism, and a lack of 
hope and faith in the being, has a degenerative ten- 
dency upon the same. Without the scope of the power 
of Levitation there could be no Life whatsoever ; and 
without the scope of the power of Gravitation there 
could be no Death whatsoever. 

It is now clear that in the case of the first-named 
power of Nature, there inheres the tendency to draw 
all substance, in embryo or in seed, in which there is 
a flicker of life when it gets into juxtaposition with 
the same, freewaywardly from the earth and upwardly 
from the same unto its fullness of being. And that in 
the case of man its inherent tendency is to exalt him 
truly, completely and perfectly unto the fullness of 
his life and consciousness ; for the fullness of the one, 
in him, implies and includes the fullness of the other. 
And it is also clear that in the case of the second-named 
power of Nature, the opposite (in man opposing) 
force, familiarly known as the power of Satan, inheres 
the tendency to draw all creatures and incline all crea- 
tions earthward and earth-bound, and to deviate them 
finally unto Death and unto oblivion — ^thc Grave. 

The power of Levitation — ^thc Law of Ascension — 
is Evolutive ; while the power of Gravitation — ^the Law 
of Dcsccnsion — ^is involutive, in its nature, power, 
operation and tendency. 



126 UFB TEACHER'S MESSAGE 

When a seed is implanted in fertile soil, the power 
of Levitation immediately sets to work to change it, 
magic-like, into the thing that it is destined to be 
after its own kind. If it happens to be a seed of the 
grand and stately oak, it will, as quickly as it is made 
dead to its former condition and shape of being, be- 
come a tree in embryo. And when, as such, it gets 
sufficiently rooted in the ground to ensure its proper 
support and nourishment, it will begin to be caused, 
as it is being transmuted, to rise upward, homoge- 
neously, with the growth and development of its trunk, 
its boughs and other parts, and to spread its branches 
outwardly in diflFerent and opposite directions — ^and 
so ascend out of its former embryotic, death-like and 
grave-like encasement in the opaque, dank, dead, air- 
less, sunlightless, lifeless, earth element of Nature. 
And it will be caused to keep on growing and develop- 
ing and branching upward, outward, onward and 
forward, ever expanding and spreading, as it is being 
drawn upward, until it shall have been caused to reach 
the fullness of its growth and development unto 
maturity. 

Now, it follows that this levitative law — ^this power, 
this cause — underlying, operating upon and changing, 
causatively, one thing into something else, is the very 
thing that the under-developed, counterfeit "lords of 
creation" of the earth have been all along thwarting 
from making themselves into real lords of Creation, 
by reason of their very egotistic status of living and 
sense of self. They have crucified the divine afflatus 
and buried it from themselves as they have been liv- 
ing earthwaywardly and daily descending deathway- 
wardly and gravewaywardly. In all the victories that 
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he boasts of over others, mere man has yet to gain 
a victory over his own mortal self, as Death and the 
grave have ever been his vanquishers. The wages of 
sinlessness is Life, and the wages of sinfulness is 

Death. "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death," as Paul has said. 

Because man has allowed himself to be held and 
firmly bound to earth, and to earthly things, in spirit 
and in consciousness, and has suffered the accretion 
unto himself of all earthly miseries and woes, as a 
consequence, the Life teachers of the world have 
likened the causes of all such conditions that through 
his ignorance have come into his life, to some ex- 
trinsic evil power or spirit; and in order to direct 
him away from the same for his own benefit, have 
sought to admonish him, by teaching him, as best 
they could, in their age and time, that this evil spirit 
was the Devil, and that he was the king of HelL 

The Christian doctrine that the kingdom of God 
is within you, is at once seen, in its elevative tendency, 
to link man with the law of Levitation (or the law 
of Creation), and so to draw him away from the de^ 
scending power and effect of the law of Gravity, as 
has already been explained This is very powerfully 
evident in the saying of Jesus, which we repeat for 
the sake of teaching, namely: ''And I, if I be lifted 
op from the earth, will draw all men unto me/' 

The erect posture of the human form evinces the 
power and operation of the law of Levitation over* 
coming, to a great extent, the downward tendency 
of the law of Gravitation* Were this levitative force 
but feebly imbued in man's organic structure, his 
body could not temsan elective in posture as it is^ 
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Were he to be suddenly bereft of this power, his body 
would at once descend to the earth whence it has 
derived its existence. He would walk upon hands 
and knees, much resembling a quadruped or a quad- 
ruminous animal's, as he reverted back to the infantile 
stage of his life when he crawled as a new-bom babe. 

The Ascension, the divinely-conceived modus of 
operation for the bringing about of the human species 
from "the dead and in the graves," as Jesus so re- 
garded the subsisting materialistic generation of the 
same, and their resurrection unto Life, had, as a 
matter of natural necessity, to be accomplished 
through the intercession of a human sacrificial agent» 
called the Messiah. 

Now, there is nothing out of the ordinary, as a 
human event, in the crucifixion of Jesus, for what he 
had done of good for the world. For he was but one 
of a long string of martyrs that have laid down their 
lives upon the altar of unselfish service, in order that 
selfish, sinful mankind as a race should not perish 
from the earth. The manner of his taking off, con- 
sidering the time, the place, and the customary mode 
of execution, and also taking into account, as a cir- 
cumstance, the gravity and perilousness of the situa- 
tion in which his mission placed him, is, therefore, no 
exceptional thing as an historical event. Socrates, 
the ancient Grecian philosopher, similarly as in the 
case of Jesus, was accused of "perverting the nation*' ; 
and like Jesus suffered a philosopher's death under 
sentence of such accusation. So that as wise old 
Kling Solomon has said, HThere is nothing new under 
the sun." 

The educative value and importance as a human 
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necessity of his crucifixion and ascension were fully 
foreknown to Jesus. Quite often, during his minis- 
tration, he referred to it prophetically. Some of his 
iT^ords to this effect we shall here quote: "It is ex- 
pedient for you/' said he, **that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come to you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.*' And the 
following words also of his: "And I, if I be lifted 
tip from the earth, will draw all men unto me.'' And 
additional words of his to this effect are contained 
in the following utterances of the divine visitant at 
the sepulchre, to those who were there on the morn- 
ing of the third day after his crucifixion : 

''Why seek ye tbe living among tbe dead? He Ui 
not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto 
you when he was yet in Galilee, saying. The Son of 
man must be delivered Into the hands of sinful men, 
and be crucified, and the third day rise again." ''And 
they remembered his words." 

The levitating effect of the account of this divine 
episode has long been felt and experienced for good 
as its subtle and silent influence and power have 
operated upon the carnal minds of men. But this, 
thus far, has gone only midway toward the fullness 
of its extent as yet to be reached. 

Upon the final consummation of things, however, 
mankind will have developed fully out of their 
present imperfect, materialistic, animalistic, earth- 
ensconced, body-conscious sense of life and of self — 
out of the illusive sense of being that holds them 
earth-bound, as in a sepulchre entombed, and as dead 
unto the reality of Life, and will have made their 
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ascension unto the mind which was also in Christ 
Jesus, and hence, "unto my Father, and your Father; 
and to my God, and your God." This they will have 
to do ere there can ever become materialized on earth 
(for actualization is implied by and included in the 
materialization of all things) the peace and good- 
will toward all mankind that the Christian doctrine 
of salvation is holding in solution awaiting to become 
crystalized as an actual fact in the life of mankind. 

This alchemization of human consciousness — ^this 
right status of living as a humane human being; this 
transmutation of the blind lower and baser forces in 
men into the highest metabolism of being ; this status 
of being "in the world," mark you, but not "of the 
world," is the destined kingdom of heaven on earth 
that Jesus so often, in his teachings, mentioned and 
referred to, and exhorted men to enter into always 
here and in the Now. For, to repeat what he said in 
this regard: "The Kingdom of heaven is at hand;*' 
which is a plain implication that he meant that such 
a kingdom is materializable upon this very earth, and 
not in some fancied region of the skies. And also this 
that he said: ^The kingdom of God is with you*'' 
So that it is up to each and every person to ma- 
terialize this kingdom of Life upon earth by the 
embodiment in himself and herself of all the cardinal 
virtues of life and of the spirit of righteousness. As 
fast as men and women rise upward unto God, the 
Life Power of Nature, in seeking to enter here the 
kingdom of heaven. Life will take on an entirely new 
meaning; for a new world, through a renewing of the 
human consciousness, and a consequent renewed hu- 
manity, will then have been ushered into existence. 
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In that world there shall be perfect freedom from all 
earthly dominion of a selfish nature. For all men, as 
the inhabitants thereof, shall be kings and priests 
unto themselves, as they shall be self-masters. 

Thereupon, the spirit of the ever-living and ever- 
present God and the love of Truth shall come into 
their hearts and souls, and into their minds and their 
very persons. And then shall all men that are really 
men become consciously alive to the recognition of 
the fact that human nature always and everywhere is 
the same; that humankind always and everywhere is 
of but one kind; and that its one-naturedness and 
its one-kindedness are by God fixed and indissoluble. 
And then they will live true to the fact that human 
nature, humankind, and human beings are of no many- 
kinded nature, kindred or being, split and divided up 
into divers diverse classes and factions, hydra-headed 
like, as the inhuman and inhumane-kindness of spirit 
of selfish individualism has falsly and basely dis- 
sected it into for many centuries, to the misery, the 
sorrow, the woe and tribulation of this very evil spirit 
of proud and selfish mortal man. 

With the knowledge of but one God overhead (so 
to speak) and of but one earth underneath their feet 
(from which earth all men have sprung) one touch of 
human kindness (humankindedness of spirit) would 
make the whole welkin ring. "For he is not a God of 
the dead, but of the living : for all men live unto him,'' 
said the prince of the realm of peace on earth and of 
the universal spirit of good-will toward all mankind, 
— ^the very things that will bring to men the happi- 
ness that they have been for centuries vainly striving 
for, as the result of false belief, wrong thinkitig and 
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wrong 'doing, in the pursuance of blindly selfish ways 
and means and methods of living and moving and 
having their being on earth. 'Tor/' also quoth Jesus, 
''what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole, and 
lose himself, or be cast away?*' 

The physical evolutionist, Charles Darwin, in his 
work on the Origin of the Species, treats of the De- 
scent of Man. Well may it be asked by a great many, 
''Why did he not designate it the Ascent of Man, in- 
stead of the Descent of Man; for has not man tiaea 
rather than fallen?** 

Descent is defined as a change from a higher to a 
lower place; moral or social declension; a passage 
from a higher to a lower pitch ; derivation from a com- 
mon ancestor. 

Ascent, e converso, is defined as the act of rising; 
an upward movement; the way or means of reaching 
a height 

But Darwin was correct in his use and application 
of the word Descent, in place of the antonym Ascent, 
in expounding his theory of evolution in relation to 
man. For man has descended (not ascended), both 
physically, as from a common ancestor, and spirit- 
ually, as from a chaste and undefiled state of animal 
innocency touching his sex nature. So that there is, 
after all, such a thing as the Fall of Man ; which is to 
say, Man's falling away from the real fruitage of Life. 
"For," (to quote Paul again) since by man came 
death, by man came also the resurrection from the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 
shall be made alive ;" but only as they will have be- 
come real Christians. 

When man was pure and unsophisticated ; that is to 
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say, while he was still in a state of animal innocency 
touching his sex nature, he was not, as physical evolu- 
tionists have erroneously designated him, merely a 
"higher animal," but he was the highest of all ani- 
mals in the organic kingdom of Nature. Or, as Shakes- 
peare says, "the paragon of all animals.** 

Now, it is irrefutably self-evident that that which 
is the highest of all creatures, in a specific kingdom of 
Nature, cannot also be, at the same time, or at any 
other time, or at all, merely a higher creature thereof, 
and yet retain its place at the very head of the same. 
Such cannot be either higher or lower than what it 
actually is, and yet remain what it is. And such can- 
not be other than what it is and be also what it is. 
The superlative cannot be the comparative; nor ^an 
the comparative be the superlative. All this being so, 
Man, the paragon of all animals, cannot be such and 
also be merely a higher animal. 

Of but two creatures or objects only can one be said 
to be either higher or lower than the other. But where 
a kingdom of Nature consists of a great many differ- 
ent genera or species or orders or families of crea- 
tures rising, in the scale of being, in various degrees of 
development, from the lowest to the highest, there 
must necessarily be amongst them, as a matter of 
course, the highest expression of them alL For, to 
emphasize, by way of teaching, can anything be 
higher or lower than itself? Most assuredly it can- 
not! And this means that even Life cannot be higher 
or lower than itself, and yet be what it is — LIFE. 
Therefore, there is no such thing as a "higher life," 
any more than there is such a thing as a "lower life," 
as faulty metaphysicians, theologians, and other err- 
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ing teachers would have us believe. But Life may 
be and is manifested in higher, as well as lower, de- 
grees and channels of expression, according to the 
nature and quality of the form and substance through 
which it is reflected. According to Scriptural truth. 
Life is ''the same yesterday, and today and forever." 

AU animaUty are ANIMALS, as aU Life is LIFE; 
and as such, neither the one nor the other can get 
away from what it actually is. So that the two com- 
parative expressions, "higher animals'' and "lower ani- 
mals," differentiating man from the beasts of Nature, 
are misnomers. And as such, their use engenders and 
keeps alive confusion of thought and an untruth. 

It is only by comparing one specific kind of animal 
with another specific kind of animal that we can de- 
termine which is the higher and which the lower of 
the twain. A bounding deer, with a nerve at every 
pore, is, for instance, a much higher animal, in the 
scale of being, than a filth wallowing, gross, greedy 
and gluttonous swine. And although the former, in 
the scale of being, is a much higher animal than the 
latter, comparatively speaking, yet, as both belong to 
the same kingdom of Nature, (the kingdom of senti- 
ent organic form and structure) they are each ani- 
mals, and nothing more, nothing less and nothing else. 
If man were merely a "higher animal," it would be as 
though a door were left wide open for the entry of a 
yet higher animal that himself, who, as we have seen, 
was created the highest of all animals. And this, in 
the nature of things, would be a physical impos^- 
bility. 

If mankind had never departed fxom pure and un- 
adulterated animal innocency touching their sex na- 
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tare, they would never have encountered all the trials 
and tribulations, the miseries and woes, that have 
been their constant lot ever since they made such de- 
parture. But the female of the species was not con- 
tent to roam about in the beautiful Garden of Eden, 
in unadorned beauty, and in a state of animal inno- 
cency as an helpmeet to her male companion. And 
this even in the face of the Divine admonition, that 
she and he should abstain from partaking of the fruit 
of a certain tree, in the midsc of the cr*rden, allegor- 
ized, in the myth of Creation, as "the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.'' And this even despite 
the grim edict emanating from the same source, name- 
ly: "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die!" 

And so, as the story unravels, the woman listened 
to the temptings of the most subtle of beasts — to the 
whisperings of the crafty serpent that hung coiled in 
the tree whereon was the forbidden fruit. And al- 
lured by the enticements of sinister desire, that should 
she and her man but eat of the apple upon the tree, 
their eyes would be instantly opened, and they would 
be as gods, knowing good and evil, she did eat thereof, 
and did persuade her man to do likewise. And, be- 
hold, their eyes were instantly opened! But with 
scales of error filmed upon the same ! And they imme- 
diately became ashamed of each other in their naked 
form. In other words, they immediately became sel- 
fish individualists. And hid themselves from God — 
Life. 

Now, this was the beginning of the false body-con- 
sciousness of life and of self — ^the starting point of 
camal-mindedness. This was when the inchoate idea 
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of materialism first got its inception into the human 
mind. The "twain of one flesh/' that "God hath 
joined together," and that "let no man put asunder/' 
thereupon became the twain of separate, selfish joint- 
ure, which, of course, God has never joined together, 
and which man has, therefore, all along been putting^ 
asunder, whether legally or illegally, legitimately or 
illegitimately. So that ever since then, "the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended 
it not." 

For that time onward up to the very present, man 
and woman kind have placed a very much higher and 
greater value and importance upon their material 
bodies, upon material pleasures of all kinds, and upon 
all other things of a material nature external to their 
bodies of any value, such as wealth and property, 
costly and conspicuous raiment, treasured jewels, and 
other personal adornments, than they have ever 
deigned to place upon their very own lives or upon 
the lives of one another, because of their blindness as 
to what Life really is, their want of a knowledge of 
God, and their undesire to know the truth which 
should make them free. 

This slip and fall from grace and truth is altogether 
responsible for selfish individualism, which is and has 
ever since been the living curse of the human race. 
Selfish individualism has now about reached its zenith, 
and will soon disintegrate ; for the seeds of its own de- 
struction within it are already taking root. It cannot 
pitch itself to a much higher peak than it has already 
pitched itself. It is doomed to die a hard and uncere- 
monious death as it descends back to the very earth 
whence it at its birth took its rise. There shall it be 
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again resolved back into its original element. For 
''dust thou arty and unto dust thou shalt return.*' 

Now, if the Fall of Man had not occurred, and if 
the "confusion worse confounded," of which Paul of 
Tarsus speaks, had not followed thereupon, the human 
race would have remained in a stand-still status of 
animal ease and innocence. But having chosen to 
descend in an earthwayward course, through the spirit 
of sensuousness, it must now turn about face and take 
the road that rises upward toward the haven of secu- 
rity (which is the kingdom of heaven), in order to 
save itself from utter self-annihilation. 

Now, it is not in the nature of self-reliant souls to 
remain statuvolent. All such must and do progress. 
They evolute upward and onward and forward. The 
living motto upon which they act is, "I can and I will 
rise upward, and go onward and forward. They find 
out by seeking to know things that have been kept 
secret from the foundation of the world. They 
overcome, by rising above their former seemingly 
lower selves and illusive body-consciousness of life. 
"No man, having put his hand to the plough, and look- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God," said Jesus. 

For the same reason that cream rises to the top of 
the milk-pail, the world's greatest and best persons 
are the salt of the earth. They rise upward, in obedi- 
ence to the same levitative law that causes the cream 
of the milk in the pitcher to rise upward to the top. 
The greatest and best, the most scientific and philo- 
sophical, the most self-reliant and courageous person 
that has ever trod this globe, was Jesus of Nazareth. 
He was the only man that Napoleon Bonaparte ever 
acknowledged as having been greater than himself. 
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The little G>rsican well knew, and also stated, that 
the world is ruled by Imagination. Of course, he 
meant the sort of imagination that is sheer illusion, 
as well as the constructive imagination of invention. 
In other words, he meant to convey the idea that the 
generality of mankind are psychologized. The Bard 
of Avon, keen student of human nature that he was, 
hints very decidedly at this fact, in making little 
Puck say : "What fools ye mortals be !" And all the 
varied characters in his plays echo back these very 
words. We are tempted, before leaving the present 
paragraph, to repeat what Marcus Aurelius has said : 
"Man is a little soul, carrying around a corpse," and 
also what Seneca has said: "Man does not die; he 
kills himself.'' 

Many there are that are not highly risen upward 
in the evolutionary scale of ascension of character. 
The heart-nature of all such is as hard, as cold, and 
as set as adamant. And their souls are as flinty as steel, 
and as unsympathetic as the hard and cold rocky 
formations of the mineral kingdom. They function 
in Life far toward the opposite of the exalted reality 
of being expressed and implied in and by the spiritual 
utterance, "Ye shall be as lively stones!" 

Lively stones, as all know, are diamonds and other 
precious gems that glitter and sparkle and scintillate 
with great brilliancy. Such stones are earth's poor 
reminders of the glorious glittering, sparkling, scin* 
tillating stars set in the galaxies of the firmament. 

Many there are that ostentatiously display upon 
their personalities these highly-treasured brilliants and 
that are so affected thereby as to be proud and puffed 
up. Yet they are self-deluded, because self-exalted 
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mortals; and assume this attitude of vacuous self- 
importance, while they are themselves but diamonds 
in the rough. Without the art and skill of the lapidary 
they could never embellish their bodies in this ultra 
sham fashion. Wearing lively stones ttpon the flesh 
does not make of the flesh a lively stone. But all 
unlivened flesh remains the same unlivened tissue that 
it is, as long as the lustre of spiritual fire is not re- 
fleeted from within it. Were such to stand face to face 
with the Truth, they would at once perceive the un- 
exalted status of their characters. The following 
words, to all such, are applicable : Ye may be as dead 
as unlively stones, although very much bedecked ye 
may be with lively stones. Said he whom the spirit 
of self-righteousness crucified: ''He that exalteth self 
shall be abased. And he that humbleth self shall be 
exalted.*' 

The following truth should sink deep down into the 
human heart, where, indeed, there is now to be found 
such a thing as a human heart : Having and wearing 
costly things of finery and of bodily adornment, for 
the purpose of personal attraction, do not, never did 
and never will constitute superiority of being; and 
do not, have never yet and never will make anyone 
what anyone is not — an exalted personage; but such 
is rather a betrayal of self-arrogance and vainglorious- 
ness of character. "By their fruits ye shall know 
them," and never by what they vainly disport to be 
seen of men. 

Now, while very many, yet not by far all that wear 
lively stones, are hard and cold and stony-hearted; 
for many legions that do not wear lively stones are 
far from being "as lively stones/' in the spiritual 
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sense and meaning of the expression. All such latter 
are also as hard and as cold and as flinty as steel, in 
their heart-nature. Amongst these are large masses 
of persons who, not having the wheremthal with 
which to obtain highly-treasured gems, despise the 
pompous rich, whilst living in a submerged social 
status of existence ; and who, looking with an evil eye 
upon all such flashy display with the disfavor of ex- 
treme envy, yet verily ape the vulgar rich, and se- 
cretly, in their own hearts, yearn for these very things. 

We have spoken of the classes and masses of per- 
sons in whom most strongly predominates the quality 
of earth, earthiness. And they are multitudinous. 
They are such as may be found in inexclusive as well 
as in exclusive society. Members of society with the 
big "S" and members of society with the small "s" 
are they, according to their social standing ; or, rather, 
according to the size of their pocket-books. 

Passing from persons of the more earth, earthy 
quality of character, we now come to large masses in 
whom predominates the quality of character known in 
astrological parlance as the fiery element of disposi- 
tion, because of its metaphysical resemblance to the 
fiery element of Nature. Very many such are the 
world's fire-brands; the iconoclasts, or idol-breakers; 
the ruthless shatterers of all precedent, whether good, 
bad or indifferent precedent They spare neither sen- 
sible and necessary nor foolish and out-worn fomu 
Their extremely fiery dispositions render them indis- 
criminative, and keep from them the possession of 
cool and analytical minds. "There shall no evil hap- 
pen to the just: but the wicked shall be filled with 
mischief.'^ These are persons that are young and im- 
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patient souls, and who not only preach with great 
avidity, but as well practice with a fine consistency 
the hellish modem doctrine of ''direct action." They 
are extreme radicals — ^impractical idealists running 
wild against fossilized stand-patters, mismaking, in a 
tempest of terrorism, for what they mistakenly be- 
lieve will ultimate in their earthly freedom from sound 
and necessary legal and political restraints. The 
power of government and necessary leg^l limitations 
will continue to be the powers that be, as long as 
men have not yet individually freed themselves 
through a knowledge of the Truth. They are the bol- 
shevists, the Soviets, the anarchists, the syndicalists, 
the I. W. W.-ists, and other what-not-ists of worldly 
zealotism. These are the revolutionaries; and as 
such are the antipodes of the ultra-conservatives. And 
as neither of these antithetical extreme factional men- 
talities are of an evolutionary character, they are each 
and all out of whack with Nature, and its powers, its 
laws, its forces and its principles inherent in human 
nature. In other words, they are all out of tune with 
the Infinite, because out of tune themselves; and are 
therefore out of tune with the world and with their 
fellow man. 

In these latter we see the predominant fiery dispo- 
sition of their characters at work destroying material- 
minded humans (physical bodies) and other material 
called property and wealth ; for there is an affinity be- 
tween material-mindedness and material substances, 
which materialism fosters and keeps alive. Like not 
only attracts, but as well excites like. 

Now, when fire rages fiercely, and no water is at 
hand with which to extinguish it, it spreads and 
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spreads and spreads, onwardly, forwardly, cver-in- 
creasingly and swiftlyi voraciously, in its unrestrained 
course of hellish-hellishness. And so, if the present 
unsalutary martial state of human affairs were to 
continue unabated in 'its onward and forward devour- 
ing course, and were never to be restrained by yet 
another quality of human character known in astrolog- 
ical parlance as the watery element of disposition, be- 
cause of its metaphysical resemblance to the watery 
element of Nature, there would remain not a vestige 
of hope for the salvation of the human race. For the 
entire race would dash itself relentlessly forward in 
a most sudden, vehement and violent smash into 
smithereens, in the shortest and quickest, the most 
direct, cross-cut and perpendicular get-there-quick 
race to utter self-annihilation. 

Water is an element with which a great many useful 
things are accomplishable. It is especially useful in 
the allaying of fevers and in the quenching of all firns. 
Whether in a restful or a restless ; a placid or a tor- 
rential; a still or a tempestuous state of being or of 
activity, water is always the master of the fiery ele- 
ment of Nature. And under the guidance of reason 
and conscience, the water of Life is the counteractive 
salving agent of the human species against the vio- 
lent and destructive fiery fierceness of human emo- 
tion; and thus will it eventually turn to nought the 
devilish wantonness of unconstrained human passion 
and anger. "Whosoever drinkest of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that 
I shall give him shall be in him a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life," said the Master to the 
woman at the well. Inhumanity in humanity is a 
thing not of humanity, but of Satanity, speaks the 
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voice of Truth out of the silence — ^the voice of the 
Creative Principle of all mankind to all humankind. 

We now reach the fourth and last quality of human 
character known in astrological parlance as the airy 
element of disposition, because of its metaphysical 
resemblance to the airy element of Nature. 

All the baseless, and therefore impractical, theo- 
rems and idealisms prevalent in the world are due to 
a predominancy of this airy-like disposition in certain 
characters. The amateur statesmanship extant in 
certain embroiled parts of Europe — ^the blindly seek- 
ing to make practicable the impracticable in the pres- 
ent upsetness of things, by extremely radical leaders 
of certain anarchistic socialistic functions — is a mani- 
festation of an ascendency of this metaphysical prin- 
ciple in certain characters. When men get too far 
up in the air they are sure to be too far away from 
the ground to be of any real and lasting good and 
practical use and benefit to humanity. Carried away, 
as they easily are, by the fine-spun theories and va- 
garies of the dreamers of dreams, they are, therefore, 
much more theoretical than practical. "Can the blind 
lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the 
ditch?" said the guide to rigrht human conduct. 

Time-wasters ,and time-losers — the reactionary 
moss-backs of the race ; they that are the time-honored, 
time-worn and time-serving statuvolent unprogres- 
sives of the world; the plutocrats and autocrats, in 
spirit, as well as in fact, are hindrances to all true and 
natural human progress. They seem not to be alive 
to the fact that they are buffeting themselves against 
every irrepressible and irresistible force of Nature 
in human nature that is rapidly making for the free- 
dom of the entire human race. As reactionaries they 
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are the exact opposites of the revolutionaries of soci- 
ety of the present time, of whom they are the creators 
under the law of causation. ''The cause of the cause 
is the cause of the effect," is a trite, but true, maxim 
of jurisprudence. 

This day would man be given to eat of the Tree of 
Life, which, according to the allegory of his creation, 
is in the midst of the Garden of Paradise, if he would 
seek Life much more freely and religiously, and the 
things and pleasures of material sense much less ar- 
dently and religiously. This statement of truth ap- 
plies to all the so-called classes of mankind. But hav- 
ing eaten of the fruit of "the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil/' and so, through a misapplication 
of the natural function of his sex-nature, having caused 
himself to be turned into a material-minded mortal, 
and thus departed from his being as a living soul, and 
not being willing to return Godwayward, man re- 
mains an outcast from the Garden of Life, which for 
many centuries he has been and is yet vainly striving 
to enter into, through a variety of erroneous ways and 
means and methods of endeavor. And after all his 
long and weary, dull and dreary earthly strivings to 
that end, the old Divine injunction still remains un- 
dissolved as to him, namely: 'Tn the sweat of thy 
face thou shalt eat bread." 

A sound truth may be so flippantly expressed by 
the thoughtless, as to, when so uttered, utterly fail 
to convey the realness of its meaning. Who has not, 
for instance, often heard the following truth so ex- 
pressed: ''Human nature is unchangeable," intend- 
ing to convey, according to the intention of the per- 
son so uttering it, the implication that inhtunane char- 
acter and disposition are un^^^ntr^iKhlt. 
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Of course human nature is unchangeable I It 
would be a most unnatural thing for it to translate 
itself from its very own nature into some other kind 
of a nature, even if it were, in the very nature of 
things, able to do so. And even if such a thing were 
possible, there would be no necessity for it. For 
human nature, in an unperverted state, is essentially 
and substantially naturally good. But when we come 
to the consideration of inhumane or inhuman char- 
acter and disposition, the case is of an entirely differ- 
ent nature. For such are amenable to change at any 
time. Bums had in mind human nature in its per- 
verted state, when he siad: ''Man's inhumanity to 
man makes countless thousands mourn." What a 
heaven on earth there would be right now if the oppo- 
site of this truth were a fact of human experience. 
Let us reverse the expression for the purpose of ob- 
serving the great contrast of what is now the sad 
fact. "Man's humanity to man makes countless thou- 
sands rejoice!" 

There is no valid moral or other excuse for inhu- 
mane or inhuman character and disposition to remain 
what they are. Rectitude of character and goodness 
of disposition embody and reflect human nature and 
human life as Nature wills and decrees that they 
should be manifested. The unperverted man and 
woman love the good, the true and the beautiful, in 
life and in all things. "A good man out of the good 
treasure of the heart, bringeth forth good things : and 
an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil 
things.'* 

But inhumane or inhuman character and disposi- 
tion keep one in love and in league with the very 
opposite of tibe good, the true and the beautifuL All 
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that are so disposed cherish the evil, the false and the 
ugly residing within themselves which they criticise 
in others. All such are ungodly, unrighteous, evil, 
hateful and lustful; and hence, are hard, cold, stony, 
repulsive and repugnant in character and disposition. 

The way the greater number of persons are living 
their lives today presents the anomaly that mankind 
is of as many kinded a nature as there are selfish indi- 
viduals in the world. For each of all such is living 
as though he or she were individually the allness 61 
the whole and the wholeness of the all rolled into one 
person. 

The very high sense of self-importance engendered 
in the young and in all ages upward to the old; the 
callous ' indifference of each and every one of such 
toward one another; the unmoral pivot upon which 
each and every one of such is revolving so self satis- 
fiedly ; the unrighteous spirit manifested in daily com- 
portment by such in so many different ways, signalize 
the fact that all such have mentally disintegrated into 
as many selfish units as there are units of their calibre 
parcelled off from the whole of the human species. 
The slogan of all such is, ''Look out for number One." 
The waywardness of life of all such evinces the fact 
that they are looking out too well, but not wisely, for 
"number One." For self-preservation carried to this 
extremely high degree, is not the first law of Nature. 
It is not at all self-preservative, but rather self-degen- 
erative. Extreme selfishness of character and dispo- 
sition is a breeder of hate. And according to the Law 
of Life, hate is repulsive, as Love is attractive. Hate 
is gravitative, as Love is levitative. "Love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself Hatred in one begets hatred in those 
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with whom that one comes in daily contact Hate is 
the power of Satan that descends persons toward the 
very center of hell on earth, because it excites hellish- 
ness in others contacted by the hater; while Love 
ascends persons toward the very height of heaven on 
earth, because it attracts heavenliness in others con- 
tacted by the lover. "As a man thinketh in his heart, 
so is he." So that one may be a hellish and another 
a heavenish person, according as he or she thinks in 
his or her heart "As is the earthy, such are they 
also that are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, such are 
they also that are heavenly." This is because like 
attracts like, as well as excites like. 

The world having all at once rushed madly forward 
to the very brink of selfish individualism and cast itself 
down to the very bottom of the pit of materialism, 
thereby has been caused to be actualized the extreme 
restlessness of spirit and dangerously upset and badly 
broken up, battered and shattered, at present unce- 
mentable state of the social structure and of human 
affairs. "Human affairs never prosper while divine 
things are neglected," is a trite, but true, maxim of 
jurisprudence. 

Jesus clearly foresaw what the culmination would 
be of a falling away from grace and truth, as is infer- 
able from the following words of his: 

1 am come to send fire on the earth; and wliat 
wfll I, if it be already kindled? • • • Suppose ye 
that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell ye. 
Nay; but rather division: 

''For from henceforth there shall be five in one 
house divided, three asainst tiro^ and two aaalsst 
threeu 
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The tether alutll be dtrided asalnst the eon, and 
the eon agalnet the tether; the mother against the 
daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law." 

The world having become freed from the chains and 
fetters of Czarism, Kaiserism, Kingism, militarism^ 
and other Caesaric forms of political despotism and 
been proclaimed a place safe for democracy, it has yet 
to free itself of the spirit of autocracy at play amongst 
so-called big men, as well as amongst swollen up little 
men. For in high places as in the low, amongst the 
herds and the hordes, there still lurks and lingers the 
dangerous autocratic spirit of Caesarism, Czarism, 
Kaiserism, militarism, and other forms of despotism 
that are jeopardizing the very security of the world as 
a place safe for democracy. 

It is a Scriptural truth that "'Man's extremity is 
God's opportunity/' In other words, this is, of all 
limes, God's opportune time— the psychological mo- 
ment for God to come into the hearts, the souls and 
the minds of men. It is the time in which men's 
souls are being tried to see of what stuff they are 
made. Very many are now being purified in the cru- 
cible of the fire of Life. And all that shall stand not 
the crucial test shall, by the power of evil-spiritedness, 
be, so to speak, "cast into outer darkness ;*' shall be, 
through insanity involved in the spirit of Satanity, 
plunged into "the bottomless pit of nothingness ;" and, 
with reason dethroned, shall be cast into a "hell of 
fire and brimstone"— into a psychologized state of in- 
fernal hellishness of being. And Truth and Life and 
Love and Wisdom, and all else of real goodness and 
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purity in reality, shall be as to them a mere "empti- 
ness of nothingness" — Oblivion, Nirvana, Death. And 
they shall be, as Jesus said, ''as graves which appear 
not, and the men that walk over them are not aware 
of them." "For," also he said, "what is a man ad- 
vantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, 
or be cast away ?" 

"When the master of the house is risen np, and hath 
shut the door, and ye begin to stand without, and 
to knock at the door, saying. Lord, Lord, open unto 
us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know 
not whence ye are. Then shall ye begin to say, We 
have eaten and drunk in your presence, and thou 
hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, I tell 
you I know not whence ye are; depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity. There shall be weeping and 
gnashng of teeth when ye shall see Abraham, and 
Isaac and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom 
of God, and ye yourselves thrust out" 
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CHAPTER Vin 



I say tbe acknowledgment of God in Christ, 
Accepted by reason solves for thee 
All questions in the earth and out of it. 
And has so far advanced thee to be wise. 

—Browning. 



"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thjrself." This is 
the second commandment enunciated by Jesus. Like 
all other rules of human conduct laid down by him 
for the benefit of the race, it is an evenly-balanced 
rule of human conduct. 

If this precept had been formulated and uttered by 
Jesus reversedly; if he had said, for instance, "Thou 
shalt love thyself as thy neighbor," instead of "Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," would the force 
and effect for good have been the same in such case? 
Obviously, both these forms of expression have an 
equivalence of meaning; but the magfical potency and 
effect for good contained in the precept of the Master 
is, notwithstanding, in reverse ratio, in its mightiness 
of effect, to the impotency and ineffectuality of the 
command put in reversed form. It is as opposite and 
distinct, in force and effect, from the latter as is capital 
I (unself-exalted) to small i (self-exalted) ; as real 
individuality is to egoistic personality. 

To tell a person that loves himself much more than 
he does his neighbor, to love himself as his neighbor, 
is to tell him something useless, unnecessary, and of 
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no moral benefit to him. For, does he not already 
love himself? Even to the righteous such would have 
been of no effect ; for, of the latter Jesus said, "They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they that axe 
sick'' ; and also, ''I am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance/' The righteous person, 
being right-minded, already loves himself as his neigh- 
bor and his neighbor as himself, and is consequently 
not in need of such advice. 

Loving one's neighbor as one's self absolves one 
from the status of being either a fool or a knave ; for 
all so right-minded and dispostioned are as "wise as 
serpents and harmless as doves." The wise are no 
fools and the harmless no knaves. And the wise can- 
not be fooled by the knave, as the harmless cannot 
commit the offense of the knave, whose eyes are yet 
to be opened by the law of retribution. 

All that love their neighbors as themselves have 
evenly-balanced mentalities; for they are simply 
righteous ; they are right-thinkers and right-doers» and 
all things work together for good to them therefore. 

The righteous are ever thoughtful, in the highest 
degree, of the rights of others, as well as of their own 
rights, and comport themselves accordingly in their 
daily lives. The unrighteous are either fools or knaves, 
and many largely partake of a mixture of both. "What- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." This 
is the natural law of cause and effect as applied to 
man. It signifies the setting in motion of certain 
causes by the individual that unescapingly bring into 
his life certain corresponding effects. 

It is a law of Nature that action and reaction are 
equal and opposite. From this we learn that he who 
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loves his neighbor as himself is a nicely-balanced, 
happy-hearted, whole-souled human creature; for he 
is as God, his Creator, has always desired and required 
him to be, and is just as he should be as a natural 
person. From this we also learn that all others are 
not nicely-balanced, happy-hearted, whole-souled 
human creatures, no matter how they may affect to 
be so. And from this truism we also learn, that he 
who has no love whatsoever for his neighbor, is an 
inharmonious, unhappy, heartless, small-souled, 
human creature. To him the following words of Jesus 
distinctively and emphatically apply: "Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect"; and also these words of his: "Of thorns 
men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather 
they grapes." 

Love is the Life dynamo that sets in motion the 
current of attraction that causes all things to work 
together for good to him that is the lover. "All the 
world loves a lover," the inspired bard has truly sung. 

Hate is repellent as Love is attractive. Hate is re- 
pulsive in force and effect. Therefore, its action aiid 
tendency is to separate the hater from those whom he 
hates, by making of them haters of him in turn. In- 
ordinate selfishness — swinish greed — is a breeder of 
hate in self as well as in others infected and affected 
by this evil spirit. It makes and keeps one both hate- 
ful and hated (hated because hateful) for the very 
quality of character actuated and expressed. "As ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise." 

Indifference of character is neither attractive nor 
repellent. It is neither charming nor repulsive. It 
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loves not, and is therefore not loved. It takes not the 
trouble even to hate. Consequently, in its neutrality, 
it is an object neither of love nor of hate. 

Indifference of character is statuvolence of char- 
acter that neither promotes nor demotes one to a dif- 
ferent status of being, because of its stand-stillness of 
quality. 

The preponderate indifference of character extant 
is a retardation of all that are indifferent personalities 
as«ivell as the human race from rising and advancing 
to higher, happier and better conditions of life than 
they are now experiencing. 'Tor with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to 
you again." 

He that loves his neighbor as himself is the pos- 
sessor of a mind that is neither too high nor too low 
in its status of development. If it were of an inor- 
dinately highly developed status, the mind would, in 
such a case, incline its possessor to love his neighbor 
too well, but not wisely. If it were inordinately lowly 
developed, the mind would, in such a case, incline its 
possessor to love himself too well, but not wisely. 

Too much goodness, on the one hand, or too little 
goodness, on the other, flowing out of the nature of 
a human creature, brings not to him happy results. 

Obviously, one loves not his neighbor as himself, 
who does not love himself as his neighbor, as Jesus 
impliedly commanded in and by the balanced rule of 
human conduct enunciated by him. Likewise one 
loves not his neighbor as himself, who loves himself 
more than he does his neighbor. 

The practice of the golden rule, "Do unto others as 
ye would that others should do unto you,** is the only 
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safc-condttct in the journey of life by which is assured 
the practicer golden results. This rule is founded 
upon the principle of the law of cause and effect al- 
ready mentioned, which is that action and reaction 
are equal afid opposite. For instance, as you do unto 
others (for good or for evil) either good or evil results 
will react upon you in exact proportion to your kind 
of doing. If you do not do unto others as you would 
that others should do unto you, you will find that 
others will not be moved to do unto you as you would 
that they should do unto you. And your life will be 
one not of unchanging happiness and success, but of 
eventual sorrow and disappointment. 

One of the cardinal attributes of God's nature is 
Wisdom. And this Divine quality, as well as all other 
deific attributes, it is God's good pleasure to bestow 
upon man through faith in Him based on a desire 
to obtain a knowledge of the Truth. Listen to the 
voice of God to this effect as it proceeded forth out 
of the mouth of His spokesman, in the following 
words: 

^Ask, and it (Wisdom and so forth) shall be glTMi 
you; seek (Understanding, and so forth) and ye shall 
find (it); knock and it (the door of the temple of 
Truth shall be opened unto you. For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh flndeth; and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened." 

The philosopher, Ralph Waldo Emerson, has well 
said that "God loves a self-reliant soul." This means 
that God loves the real Christian in preference to all 
others, simply because the real Cliristian has in him 
the love of God, and hence the love of Truth, which is 
.the spirit of righteousness; and he is, thereforej en- 
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dowed by the Creator with the God-like power of self- 
reliance. 

The most self-reliant, the boldest, the bravest, as 
well as the wisest man that ever trod this earth was 
Jesus of Nazareth. There was not the least vestige 
of the smallness of the egoist in him ; for he modestly 
said that he could of his own self do nothing. ''I can 
of mine own self do nothing: as I hear I judge; and 
my judgment is just; because I seek not mi;ie own 
will, but the will of the Father which has sent me," 
were his words to this effect 

Listen to the following significant utterance of this 
supreme man, in reference to the God-given quality of 
self-reliance, namely: "'No man, having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God/' 

Jesus possessed no personal fear whatsoever; for 
God purged him altogether of that craven emotion. 
This was because' he had perfect faith in God, the Life 
Principle of Nature — ^intelligent faith based on a 
knowledge of the Almighty power of God — ^which 
casts out all fear. From this perfectly natural faith 
in God, arising from his knowledge of the Almighty 
Power of *'the Father," he derived, also, and sustained 
his wonderful spirit of self-reliance and unprecedented 
boldness. For he regarded not the person of any man. 
His many rebukes and refutations of the scribes, Phar- 
isees, Sadducees, chief priests and elders, whom he 
openly denounced as hypocrites, evidence this fact, as 
well as his own actual statement that he regarded not 
the person of man. Listen here to a few of his bold 
and fearless expressions to thJ-" -^— *- 
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'^oe unto you, scribes and PhariseM, liypoerttet! 
for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; 
for ye neither go in yourselTeSy neither suffer them 
that are entering to go in." 

"Woe unto you. scribes and Pharisees, hypocriteat 
for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful without, but are within full of dead 
men's bones, and of all uncleanness." 

"Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as 
it is written. This people honoreth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me. Howbeit, in rain do 
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men. For laying aside the command- 
ment of Ctod, ye hold the tradition of men, as the 
washing of pots and cups: and many such like things 
do ye." 

The real Christian is no extremist ; because, knowing 
himself, he sees himself as others see him, which from 
many a blunder frees him and foolish notion. The 
extremist does not know himself; hence, he does not 
see himself as others see him, and is therefore prone 
to many a blunder and foolish notion. The real Chris- 
tian becomes a self-master very largely through this 
very characteristic of foolery or knavery, as the case 
may be, upon the part of the extremist. 

The real Christian is not self-righteous. In conse- 
quence, he comes not en rapport with the selfish spirit 
of self-righteousness that holds the world of human- 
kind separate and apart. Like the Master, he regards 
not the person of any man. Righteousness of charac- 
ter is his unalterable measure and weight of a person, 
and not mere externals of power, position, wealth, sta- 
tion or rank, whether in a social, a business, a religious, 
or any other man-made walk of life. Unlike the fool 
that "uttereth all he knows,'' the real Christian has 
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no desire to be seen or beard of men, because he suf- 
fers not from a vain imagination. But like the wise 
man is he, the wise man that "'holdeth his mouth till 
afterwards." No such vain desire has he, for the very 
simple reason that he has no vanity to state . 

The real Christian does not seek the honor that 
comes from men. To him such seeking is a quest of 
vanity, amounting to the "emptiness of nothingness." 
The honor that comes from God only is of his seeking ; 
and that is quite sufficient to him. God's honor, the 
real Christian knows, confers freedom upon those of 
his creatures whom he honors. Seeking the honor 
that comes from men brings to pass no lasting status 
of honorableness. And besides, the seeking of such 
honor imposes upon the seeker obligations of one kind 
or another that are of a binding nature. Such obli- 
gations, thus incurred, weaken the character by 
shackling the soul or thought-nature of man. Bond 
men are not free men and free men not bond men. 

Freedom, therefore, is the reward of the real Chris- 
tian; freedom from the slavery of his former selfs 
own making. For slavery, in one form or another, is 
the lot of the non-Christian, the anti-Christian and 
the blind Christian of mere orthodox persuasion. 
Fugitives from common-sense yield to being cap- 
tives of nonsense. Real Christianity is the doc- 
trine of common sense or right living and mov- 
ing and having one's being. But "the "wisdom of 
God is foolishness with men, and the wisdom of men 
is foolishness with God," in respect to all such as 
have not as yet awakened out of the dream of their 
own mortal-minded foolishness and ceased being 
""wise in their own conceits.*' Jesus retorted, when he 
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was accused of being a glutton and wine-bibber, be- 
cause he had, on one occasion, eaten and drunk with 
publicans and sinners, as foll6ws: "They that be 
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick 
But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have 
mercy and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance/' And on 
another occasion, when asked by the scribes and Phar- 
isees, "Why walk not thy disciples according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen 
hands," Jesus responded, when he had called all the 
people unto him, as follows : 

hearken unto me erery one of yout and nnder- 
stand: There Is notbing from without a man, that 
entering into him can defile him: but the things 
which come out of him, those are they that delUe the 
man*" 

*Tt a man have ears to hear, let him hear." 
"And when he was entered into the house from the 
people, his disciples asked him concerning the par- 
able. 

"And he said unto them. Are ye so without under- 
standing alsoT Do ye not perceire. that whatsoever 
thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot 
defile him; because it entereth not into his heart, but 
into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purg- 
ing all meatsT 

"And he ssld. That which cometh out of the man, 
that deiUeth the man. 

"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed 
•tO thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders. 

"Thefts, coretousness, wickenees, deceit, lasdr- 
lousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

"All these things come from within, and defil« 
the man.'* 
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He speaks here, not only of such as are in fact and 
in deed adulterers, fornicators, murderers, thieves, 
covetous, wicked, and so forth, but of all such, also, 
as are adulterers, fornicators, murderers, thieves, 
covetous, wicked, and so forth, in their own hearts; 
evil-thinkers as well as evil-doers. 

The real Christian is a self-master. No one else, 
therefore, is his master. Even the Master, who was 
Jesus of Nazareth, is not his master; for that in- 
genrous spirit, before it took its departure from the 
world, was careful to say : "'The disciple is not above 
his master : but every one that is perfect shall be as his 
master.** No subtle evil power or influence can come 
into the aura of the self-master, because, like pure 
blood, it keeps all deleterious subtlety from gaining 
an entrance into the castle of his sensorium. But 
the real Christian, as a self-master, seeks not to master 
others, but rather to teach others how to make them- 
selves also self-masters. Evil activity is misdirected 
mental energy, — ^the outcome of evil-thinking. Right 
activity is properly directed mental energy, — ^the out- 
come of right-thinking. Therefore, the wrong-doer 
is his own punisher; and the right-doer his own re- 
warder. The real Christian directs all his mental 
forces aright; and aright, as a consequence, are al- 
ways all his affairs in life. From this it will be seen 
that "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap," and "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he,'* 
are scientific statements of the truth of being con- 
tained in the law that action and reaction are equal 
and opposite. 

The real Christian is and can be no religious hr 
oatic, nor even a religious enthusiast For Christiaa- 
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ftj, rightly understood, places the human mind on an 
even and solid foundation, and removes from it all 
inanity, as it fills the consciousness with the actual 
and natural light of Truth. For, where God dwells 
as a person in a person (as the Christ embodiment of 
Himself) the insanity of Satanity can have no quar- 
ter. God and the Devil (positive, natural Good, and 
negative, unnatural quasi-good) have nothing in com- 
mon together in Nature. Truth and error can 
never commingle; because that which is erroneous, 
which evil is, never can and never will exist. It is 
existentless because it is erroneous. God and the 
Devil, Good and evil. Truth and error are as non- 
existent to each other as Life is to Death. Life knows 
no such thing as Death; and Death, of course, can 
know no such thing as Life. And so the real Chris- 
tian, knowing these things, relying solely upon the 
power of God to work out good in and through him, 
knowing that he can be of infinite assistance to others 
without being a polemic, conducts his work silently 
and effectively, and has neither time nor inclination 
to be either a religious fanatic or even a religious 
enthusiast 

The real Christian has a heart as big as the universe. 
He has, therefore, not only feeling for others, but a 
proper regard for their real rights. He has compas- 
sion on all in whom is the spirit of evil-wretchedness ; 
because he knows that that very devil in them is their 
constant tormentor. 

The real Christian attends strictly to his own busi- 
ness. The business of no one else, therefore, does 
fee mind, unless he is bidden by that one to mind it 
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for some necessary purpose. His living motto is: 
"^Eveiy man's house is his castle.** 

The real Christian is neither sentimental nor prac- 
tical ; he is both* He knows that ''faith without works 
is dead/' and that "by their fruits ye shall know them/' 
The Master's doctrine combines both sense and senti* 
ment It is, therefore, eminently practical, when 
rightly understood and applied in the every day af- 
fairs of life* To love your neighbor as yourself, as 
it teaches, is eminently practical, as it is both sensible 
and necessary that you should do so, to keep your 
neighbor friendly, instead of a foe unto you. The 
saying, "He that hath friends, hath enemies/' applies 
only to those that have never truly loved their friends 
as themselves. Without the powerful sentiment in- 
herent in them, the wonderful words and utterances of 
Jesus must have died and been forgotten centuries 
ago, never to be resurrected. "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away," said he, "but my words shall not pass 
away." Without sentiment, — ^without the heart and 
soul of the author had been put into it — ^no master- 
piece whatsoever could ever have been produced. 
Nor, on the other hand, without practical, systematic 
arrangement and execution in all its details, could 
any master-piece ever have been produced. 

Sentiment minus sense is nonsense. Sentiment plus 
sense equals wisdom. The bard-headed, cold-hearted, 
unsentimental materialism of the present time is 
neither sensible nor wise. It causes men to make 
weaves and jackals of themselves^ thereby taldng all 
the love out of human life. It causes people to make 
themselves damnably mean and selfish, and regardless 
of what is rights «nd hmm of «he fi^to of one as* 
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other. It causes them to make and keep themselves 
hateful and in turn hated. It causes them to run their 
bodies into one another in their undue haste, regard- 
less of the rule of etiquette of keeping to the right 
of the road or walk. It deadens the sense of right, 
making size, strength, weight and might of avoirdu- 
pois right in ail cases, without reason or conscience. 
It thus effectuates might as right, although it decries 
its own unsalutary creation. 

The real Christian has not his mind so transitively 
affixed to the spiritual realm of Nature, as to be in a 
trance-like state of consciousness respecting the mate- 
rial or physical domain of Nature. You will never 
hear him speak of such an absurdity as the nothing- 
ness of matter; for he knows full well that matter 
exists and is a very real department of Nature. ''AH 
things were made by Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.'' 

As a wise counselor, the real Christian will tell you 

that books and lectures may serve you as useful 

guides, but that they cannot endow you with the 

power of knowing the Truth. And he will caution 

you against having your mind warped and twisted, 

or at least turned, by even the most lovable of books 
and teachings, because even by white magic hypnotic 

results may follow. He will tell you that material 

conditions exist as very real conditions during the time 

of their existence and until they are removed, and that 

it is the height of folly to endeavor to deny away 

these veritable facts, by saying that all such is illusion. 

To deny away the existence of the human body, and 

then point to some improvement in the self tame body. 
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as the result of the denying away of the same, is self* 
evidently absurd, your wise counselor, the teal Chris- 
tion, will instruct you. He will tell you that while 
disease may not be real as a thing per ae, it is never- 
theless very real as a condition in a given case while 
the condition lasts, else there would be nothing to heal. 
He will gently admonish you, therefore, against be- 
C9ming calloused to the sufferings of others, because, 
as you may seem to believe, you have '"come into the 
truth/' Certainly admonish you he will, that tmless 
you possess the healing power of the Master or some 
of his disciples, you should not run to and fro visit« 
ing the sick with the conceit that you, too, can like- 
wise heal, when all the healing power that you may 
assume to possess may be in your own vain imagina- 
tion. Furthermore, he will admonish you that not 
possessing the wonderful healing power of the gifted 
few, you have no Godly business to intrude upon a 
sick sister or brother, who may be suffering great pain, 
or may be in great agony, perchance from an incurable 
disease (most certainly incurable insofar as your 
imaginary power to heal it is concerned), and impose 
your own will upon him or her, which you mistake to 
be the will of God, by strenuously insisting, witk 
words without any healing power lying back of them, 
that you can heal her or him. He will tell you that 
you should be much more warm-hearted and much less 
cold-hearted, and that you should cease your foolish 
jargon that the invalid like yourself is a child of God, 
and that God is not the author of sickness, and that 
therefore his abnormal bodily condition is but an il- 
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lusion of his mortal mind. With equal congruity, yet 
with none the less foolishness, one might "treat/' as it 
is termed, a dying man with the thought that God is 
not the author of death. All this is true. It is true 
that God is the author of neither disease nor death; 
just as true as that God is not the author of sin, which 
is the author, because the cause, of disease and death. 
But of what avail is it to an organically affected man 
who is very ill, or one who is at the very point of 
death, to be told these truths, when you by your 
mental cruelty inflict an incisive wound that is very 
hurtful to him psychologically, and of no physical 
benefit whatever to the sufferer? If these, ai^d such 
like things, must be told physical sufferers, tell it to 
them for their spiritual good alone, provided they are 
intellectually ready to bear such truth, and not with 
the notion of healing their bodies, since you yourself 
have not the power to heal them. ''Physician, heal 
thyself r 

Nothing is more resentful and discomforting to a 
great sufferer than being told that there is nothing 
the matter with him, — ^meaning his body, of course, 
as well as himself. Many seek to justify themselves 
by going around giving so-called "treatments," who 
would not in the least assist the sufferer in the way 
of physically comforting him. Your wise counselor, 
therefore, would advise all such to read the parable 
of the good Samaritan; or he may go even so far as 
to read it to them himself, as contained in verbatim in 
the following words : 
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And behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted 
him, eayina. Hatter, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
Ufer 

He said unto him, What is written in the law? 
How readest thouT 

And he answering said, lliou shalt love the Lord 
thy Ood with all thy heart, and with ail thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy 
neighbor as thyselt 

And he (Jesus) said unto him. Thou hast snswered 
right: this do and thou shalt live. 

But he, willing to Justify himself, said unto Jesus^ 
And who is my neighbor? 

And Jesus answering said, A certain man weni 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaying him half dead. 

And by chance there came down a certain priesf 
that way: And when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side* 

And likewise a Lerite, when he was at the place^ 
came and looked on hlnif and passed by on the other 
side. 

But a certain Samaritan, as he Journeyed, came 
where he was: and when he saw him, he had compas- 
sion on hinu 

And he went to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own 
breast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. 

And on the morrow, when he departed, he took out 
two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto 
him. Take care of him; and whatsoeyer thou spend* 
est more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor unhim htat fell among the thieves? 

And he said. He that shewed mercy on him. Then 
said Jesus unto him. Go, and do thou likewise. 
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There is certainly no mercy shown an invalid, or 
an otherwise badly afflicted person, in the mere act 
of pouring into his ears a lot of sweet and honeyed 
words and phrases learned by note from some work 
on mental or spiritual healing. Jesus clearly shows 
that he recognized the need of first aid, in certain 
cases of physical distress, not only in the parable of 
the good Samaritan, and emphatically in the follow- 
ing words contained therein, "And he went to him, 
and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, 
and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him,'' but as well elsewhere 
throughout his teachings. 

Quite as well one might tell a very hungry or a 
starving man that God is not the author of hunger or 
starvation, as to tell a very sick man that God is not 
the author of sickness, or a dying man that God is 
not the author of death. The very hungry man, un- 
less forthwith you feed him, or else give him the 
wherewithal with which he may go and procure food 
for himself* will take no stock whatever in such un- 
sympathetic, uncompassionate nonsense. For to be 
sure, he will have received no "treatment" from such 
un-Christian-like treatment of him. The very sick 
man and the dying man feels just the same about the 
matter as does the very hung^ man. All such mawk- 
ish sentimentality, which is altogether barren of re- 
sults, for good, is, on the contrary, very provocative 
of the resentment which is but righteous indignation 
aroused in the sufferer. 

On a certain occasion, when Jesus was appealed to 
by a blind man to restore to him his sight, he spat 
upon the ground, made clay of the spittle, and anointed 
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the eyes of the man with the clay, before pronounc- 
ing him healed. Why do not persons learn to know 
from the most simple of hints of the Master? Is it 
because having eyes they see not the wonderful mean- 
ing and significance shown in the teachings and do- 
ings of Jesus? For he always, whilst going about 
what he was pleased to call "his Father's business:/' 
said and did things with a purposeful intent and ob- 
ject, often by apparently contradicting his direct 
spiritual power to heal^ as in the case of the healing 
of the blind man above considered. The teaching of 
wisdom and the performance of acts of wizardry, in 
this manner, are for the purpose of letting others know 
that it is not best, nor is it right or proper, to go too 
far to extremes in any direction. Forsooth, what was 
said of the good Samaritan by him in the celebrated 
parable, and what was done by him in the act of re- 
storing the blind man's sight, were said and done to 
teach his disciples and real followers not to be so 
very mindful of the spiritual side of Nature, as to 
be unmindful of the material facts, conditions, cir- 
cumstances and necessities of human life. One may 
be so "spiritual," as he may choose to consider him- 
self, as to well-nigh, in consciousness, revert back to 
the status of cold-blooded animals, insofar as is con- 
cerned his feeling for the sufferings and distress of 
others. In that status of mentality he will be but 
nursing a doctrine that is incompetent, irrelevant and 
immateriaL He will be outside of the issue whence 
Truth is adduced. "Take heed therefore how ye hear: 
for whosoever hath (of knowledge, truth, understand- 
ing, wisdom, etc.), to him shall be given; and whoso- 
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ever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have." 

The real Christian is not a mystic; for to him all 
things that to others may seem mystical are as clear as 
cxystaL He looks altogether out of his own eyes, and 
never out of the eyes of others, for a knowledge of the 
Truth of Life as in reality it is written in the ever 
open Book of Life lying in the midst of Nature. In- 
deed, there is no other possible way for one to attain 
to such an understanding. All other ways are but 
borrowings from the minds of others that register only 
a transitory lodgment in the minds of their temporary 
possessors, as they are lacking the security of a grant 
of perpetual title to all such. Learning merely by 
rote is but memory-knowledge, that may, indeed, at 
first blush, appear as real knowledge; but it is soon 
betrayed by its own self in that it has not in itself 
the ring of the true kind of knowledge which is power. 
Speaking from authority is not speaking with author- 

ity. 
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